Doesn't time fly! This edition is the anniversary of my first tentative steps into the fast-paced
world of media publishing, when | edited my first Lych Gate for September last year. It was
a nerve-racking experience for somebody so new to the game, especially the point at which
| sent the final file to the printer and then fervently prayed that everything was in order (as |
have just done again). As it happens, one typo did slip through the net (and itt wosn’d the
laast) but nobody noticed, or at least they were too polite to mention it. But | was fortunate to
have the support of my predecessor, the late Nick Kendal, and his words of wisdom and
encouragement. Thanks once again for everything Nick, and | hope you are looking down at
my humble efforts with some degree of satisfaction.

The hunt for a new vicar continues apace. Recently, rumours of a sighting filtered through to
the PCC who donned their pith helmets, downed far too much gin fizz, grabbed some priest
nets and tranquiliser guns then boldly set forth into the jungles of the diocese. Despite setting
numerous tea and cake traps and waiting patiently, hidden in the undergrowth getting ravaged
by hordes of atheist mosquitos, ultimately a specimen has not yet been bagged. However,
our crack parochial team is more determined than ever, and there are high hopes of a
successful capture on a future expedition. A slightly more accurate (yet less exciting) account
of the process can be found this month in place of the Vicar’s letter, along with how you can
help with requirements and more generally, in looking after our beautiful old church.

Much to look forward to in September, the regular activities that have been taking a break in
August are back in action, and of course the hotly anticipated annual Village Show takes
place on the 10th. You have until the 6th to submit your entry forms, and best of luck to all
entrants. Your editor will be sure to visit and there will be a write up and photos in next month’s
edition. But in other exciting news, we have a new annual event appearing on the horizon.
The de-militarised zone between the two Walthams is subject to a temporary ceasefire, and
the long running rivalry to identify as the supreme village will be hammered out in the form
of a cricket match on the 9th. Details herein. This year the dark side has the home advantage,
so by command of the generals, the St Lawrence regiment is ordered to strike out across no
man’s land and support our team, to ensure the outcome and prove what we already know.

In that vein, let us go forth and enjoy whatever we have left of a summer as our parish slides
towards the autumn months. But the turn of the season brings its own delights and soon we
shall be enjoying harvest celebrations and the various other events that keep us amused as
the nights draw in towards the end of the year, leading right up to...no, surely, it’s far too
early to mention the “C” word.
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Letter from The (empty) Parsonage

Vicar’s letter - but there is no Vicar, so who would
you like?! Now is your chance to have your say ......

As you will know, we currently do not have a vicar in charge
of the two parishes of Waltham St Lawrence and
Shottesbrooke and many people have asked if we have
started recruiting a new one yet.

Sadly, the recruitment of a new vicar is a lengthy process and the Church
of England is very prescriptive as to how we do it. Whilst we follow its
protocol, which can take several months, it is the responsibility of the
churchwardens to hold the fort, arrange for visiting clergy to take the
services and to cover all the things a vicar does for their parishes. A huge
thank you must go to all those who are helping with this.

The recruitment process is now underway and the PCCs of A
each church are working on the various documents needed R

before we can advertise the role and subsequently interview Q)
any candidates, just like one would do for a commercial job.

Part of this documentation is a Parish Profile. This is a really
important document as it seeks to lay down not only what
kind of parishes we are, but also what kind of person ideally
is being sought for the role and what is needed to help our
churches grow and flourish.

If you are interested in receiving excerpts from the draft of this profile and
wish to give feedback/comments to input into the process, please email
vicar@wsl.link with the subject heading “RECRUITMENT IN
CONFIDENCE “. We really want to hear from our villagers about the kind of
person they would like and the activities they want to see the church
promote in the future. All input is welcome or, if you prefer, speak or pass
on your views to a member of the PCC.

Thank you in advance, and look out for updates as we work our way
through this process.



Helping at the Church

Might you have a spare hour or two a
month?

There are many different aspects to running a
church and we appreciate all contributions from
everyone, including sidesmen, lesson readers,
cleaners, flower arrangers, welcomers, refreshments providers etc. Many
of our helpers are not churchgoers, but are still happy to give something
back to the wonderful old church which is such an important building in
our village.

The time commitment starts from around an hour a month to as much as
you can spare or would like to give. It is a great way to give some voluntary
service, make some new friends and be with old ones. Do contact one of
the churchwardens if you are interested - contact details near the back of
The Lych Gate.




WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR SEPTEMBER 2023

Date Time Service Sidesmen efc.
3rdSep 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke Andrew C
Trinity 13 with Graham Theobald

10:00 All Age Service with Roy Burgess Bertie G-S

Hymns: HON 408, 126, 120, 269
Reading: Matthew 16.21-28 Junior Reader
18:00 Choral Evensong with Graham Theobald Pat W
Hymns: AMNS 18, 226, 207, 6 Int: Rob L
Introit: Adoramus Te - Viadana (sheet)
Setting: Fauxbourdon - Andreas
Anthem: Jesu the very thought of thee - Bairstow (NCA)
Reading: 2 Kings 6.24-25; 7.3-20 Tony B
Reading: Mark 7.1-8,14,15, 21-23 Pat W

10t Sep 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Graham Theobald Angela S
Trinity 14 10:00 Parish Communion with Graham Theobald John & Ann S
Hymns: AMNS 160, 272, 528(t73), 365(t262) Int: Linda S
Anthem: O Holy Jesus - White (OEA) Svr: David C-B

Reading: Romans 13.8-14 John S
Reading: Matthew 18.15-20 Prue W

17t Sep 08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke with Graham Theobald

Trinity 15 10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter) with Graham Theobald MJ S
Hymns: HON 442, 141, 54 Int: Anna A
Anthem: Holy Holy Holy - Schubert (sheet) Svr: Chris W

Reading: Matthew 18.21-35 Bertie G-S

18:00 Evening Worship online with Rob Lyman
Reading: Mark 8.27-38 David C-B

24t Sep 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Graham Theobald David C-B
Trinity 16 10:00 Parish Communion with Graham Theobald Bertie G-S
Hymns: AMNS 161, 248, 237, 239 Int: Christopher K
Anthem: Let all the world - Gilbert (OEA) Svr: Bertie G-S

Reading: Philippians 1.21-30 Peter S
Reading: Matthew 20.1-16 Simon S

1stOct  08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Trinity 17 10:00 Harvest Festival Service with JC and WSL Silver Band
led by Revd Sir Philip Watts
18:00 Festival Choral Evensong led by Graham Theobald




Parish Register

Funeral: 7" August  Phyllis Barney (97)
Village Diary - September 2023
Date Time What? Where?
St 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
6t (outing) Wednesday Club Studley Grange
6t 7:30pm Bell ringing practice WSL /
(also 13, 20" and 27t") Shottesbrooke

am (deadline) Village show entry form submission
i 7:30pm Church Choir practice (also 14, 215 WSL Church

and 28t)
gth 2:00pm The Walthams Cup Cricket Match White Waltham
10t 2:00pm Village Show opens to public Neville Hall
14" 10:00am 3G (also 215t and 28™) Neville Hall
14" 6:15pm Junior Choir (also 21tand 28%") Neville Hall
17" 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall

Future Dates of Interest

1°t October 2023 Harvest Festival Services
6" October 2023 Harvest Supper

11" November 2023 “Come and Sing”

17" December 2023 Junior Choir Nativity

Parish Council Meeting Dates

2" September (site visits) Meetings are normally held in The Neville
Hall starting at 7.00pm.

5t September

10" October Full minutes, including planning, highways and
7t November other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

h
5% December versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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It is a very friendly social event

Al (including dogs!) are welcome at the

St Lawrence Café.

“ This month’s cafe is in the Neville Hall T
on Sunday 17th September
% from 9.15 to 10.45

Have you been yet? If not,
give it a try!

We offer bacon, sausages, rolls,
fruit, pastries, croissants, cheese,
toast, yogurt, tea and excellent
coffee etc.

. so come along and chat with

‘ @ friends, have B REAKFAST,

-y or just read the Sunday papers.

g The Café relies on your
attendance and your

donations. Any profits go towards the

upkeep of our lovely old Parish Church.

- The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by members of the village - :
and is held on the third Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to our
sponsors (Christopher, Charles, Linda, Pete & Francesca), to all the Café
team helpers and to YOU for supporting it.



10 days & counting to the

WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE
&
SHURLOCK ROW

VILLAGE
SHOW

THE NEVILLE HALL,
WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE

on

SUNDAY 10*" SEPTEMBER 2023

Show opens to the public at 2pm.

Entry forms to be returned by Wednesday 6" September 2023.

Additional forms can be found at https://wsl.link/village-show




Junior Choir - Autumn Term

egs. We are back!

Starting Thursday 14" September 6.15pm in the Neville Hall

e Harvest Festival...

e Stir Up Sunday...

e Christmas Nativity...
all coming up!

Would you like your child to develop confident speaking and
singing skills? Sign up to WSL Junior Choir & join the many
children over the years who have learnt these skills &
benefitted from our unique training!

All children aged 5-11 welcome, just come along.

Contact Fiona: 07793563204 / pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk

Advance date for the diary:
2023 Nativity Sunday 17th December!
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Phyllis Barney

11 September 1925 - 15 July 2023

At the age of almost 98 Phyllis was probably the oldest
person living in the village, having lived in Waltham St
Lawrence for 66 years, 45 of them in Pool Lane. She had
four children — George, Ted, Danny and Bonny, 8
grandchildren, 25 great Grandchildren and 19 great great
grandchildren (with two more imminent).

She was a land army girl in her youth and also a proficient
fruit picker, particularly apples. Even when her children
came along they, and another family, would all go fruit
picking in Kent, her home county. She was a fantastic
cook and was renowned for her apple pies!

Her interests and treats were bingo and visits to the
theatre, especially to see Daniel O’Donnell and of
course her biggest all-time favourite, our very own Ben
Portsmouth, a family friend. On her 97th birthday she
went to see him at the Theatre Royal, Windsor, where
he sang ‘The Wonder of You’
especially for her, to her
huge delight.

Having lived in the village for so long she was a fount
of knowledge with tales of village families, such as
the Newmans, the Hydes, the Skinners and the
Hitchmans amongst others, and events she could
remember, such as renting some land for the family’s
caravans for 10/- a week from Farmer Ewart. She had
some fascinating stories of village times now long
gone.

She adored her large family and in turn was adored by them. She was a
religious lady who went to bed with a Bible under her pillow, always saying the
same prayer — ‘Please God, look after my children’. R.I.P., Phyllis.

0222232222232 322223232322232222233223232332222223223222222322232232232322322232233222 2232
8333333333333 3333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333

1"



Whats Happening in September

Parish Council Meeting — Tue 5" 7:00pm

Now they’ve got their roles sorted out, our revitalised
Parish Council (see later for some introductions) will be
eagerly awaiting your input into how things are going
locally.

Wednesday Club Outing — Wed 6

The Wednesday club will be embarking on an outing on
the 6™, to Studley Grange near Swindon. Much to see and
do there, Butterfly and Farm Park, garden centre, cafes
etc. But I'm betting it will be tough to keep them out of
the soft play area.

Bell Ringing — Wed 6%, 13, 20" and 27" 7:30pm

Bell ringing practice takes place every Wednesday at 7:30 in
either WSL or Shottesbrooke church, please contact Jacquie
Hazell on 07905 085815 for details.

Church Choir — Thu 7', 14, 21tand 28" 7:30pm

The WSL Church Choir is back with a vengeance in
September after their month off. They are currently
seeking new recruits, you don’t have to be a virtuoso
and if you are interested in joining up, please contact
choirmaster Simon Shaw on 07717 472974 /
simon@wsl.link

The Walthams Cup — Sat 9*" 2:00pm

The interminable battle between the two Walthams has
come to a head and will be fought out in that most British of
fashions, a cricket match. Come on down to White Waltham
CC on the 9% and support your preferred team (WSL) all in a
good cause for what will hopefully become an annual event.
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