September already! Summer is almost over, not that we may have noticed it ever starting.
But there have been a few moments of glorious weather, and who knows, perhaps there may
yet be a few to come. We can but hope.

However, this is a tough time for a local hack like your editor since August is a lean month
on the local happenings front, and there is very little to report. In the wider world, of course,
plenty has been happening although not much of it pleasant. But amongst all the war, rioting,
political mudslinging and way-too-righteous indignation that has become the mainstay of
modern media output, we did have the Olympic games to distract us. Watching such a variety
of sports (some of which | didn’t even know existed) and getting swept along in the excitement
of international confrontation that didn’t involve the use of military hardware was very
cathartic, and reminds us that we can all be civilised if we put our minds to it. Although | might
make an exception for that referee at our local girl Amber Rutter’s gold medal shoot off.

Back to the parish, the dearth of activity does mean that this edition is mostly about what's
coming and not what has happened. And you'll be “delighted” to note that rather than save
the PCC some money by cutting down on pages, I've taken the opportunity to publish some
of the remaining reports from the Annual Parish Meeting back in April, for which the space
hasn’t been available until now. Don't all rush at once. But by way of compensation, | have
also included some photos from our local High Sheriff following his visit to the Berkshire
Archives and it is genuinely fascinating stuff (p16). This very publication will eventually find
its way into those archives; so 100 years from now, somebody will find evidence that there
was life on the ground here before the West London Interplanetary Space Port was built.

September though, is rammed full of goodies. Not only are the regular events back, but we
have the Village Show weekend on the 7th/8th (p15). Also, we have the welcome return of
“Ride and Stride” on the 14th (p11), and | would like to give a special shout out for the Circus
that is coming to town on the 28th (p9). This is not the sort of thing that happens very often
around here, and | understand there are plenty of tickets still available - so get booking, it is
sure to be a spectacular event. Looking further ahead, we also have a preview of November’s
“Come and Sing” (p19) — this time Drill Seargent Shaw is looking for input from potential
choristers to determine the works that will be performed - so do sign up and sing out.

I'll be checking out the scarecrows around the village on the 7th, and may enjoy a convivial
pint whilst doing so. So if you come across a grubby, badly put together example, reeking of
The Bell’s real ales and face down in a hedge somewhere in Halls Lane, with a sign around
its neck saying, “Please Look After This Editor”, maybe bring him a strong coffee...
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Church News

September is here already! Suddenly 2024 will start to run away with all
the fun of the Autumn activities rolling all the way down to Christmas.
We look forward this Autumn to being with Revd Nnamdi and his family,
who will, as you read this, be bedding down in The Parsonage as new
arrivals to WSL and getting ready to begin their time with us - WE
WELCOME THEM!

As | write it is a time of unrest and uncertainty around England and we
are grateful for the peace and harmony of our community and its
surroundings. Something certainly to give thanks for. So, turning to
Harvest celebrations - come and join in the supper, there is sure to be a
quiz, and of course the musical services over that weekend.

There is an opportunity to exercise the limbs in joining in Ride and
Stride, see p11 and that follows the weekend of the Village Show where
we can all appreciate people’s dedication and creative efforts. In the
church calendar we have been in the long period of the weeks which
follow Trinity Sunday, but by going to church each week taking time to
pray for yourself and others it gives a rhythm and grounding to life that
can really help in the busyness of the 21t century world. We are
encouraged to adopt mindfulness, self-help, green spaces et al, and all
that can be encompassed in a little quiet time with our Creator and
Saviour.

Do try it.




TEAS 2024

A BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS
SUPPORTED THE TEAS THIS YEAR!

%  From the rain of May Day
‘4 Bank Holiday to the winds of
Festival 24 and then the
sunny sunshine of July &
August. Bells were rung,
| music made, cakes baked and

scones & jam abounded!

Three cheers for the teas team who make it all
possible and man the urn come rain or shine.




WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR SEPTEMBER 2024

Date Time Service
1stSep  08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Trinity 14 with Graham Theobald

Reading: Hebrews 2.14-18 Jacquie H

Reading: Luke 2.22-40 Martha H

Sidesmen etc.

10:00 All Age Service with Baptism with Graham Theobald Fiona P
Hymns: HON 337, 63, 325
Reading: John 9.1-12,18-25 Junior Reader
18:00 Choral Evensong with Thomas Henley David C-B
Hymns: AMNS 9, 107, 123, 6 Ps119.1-16 Int: Chris W
Setting: Stanford in B flat
Anthem: Locus Iste - Bruckner (NCA)
Reading: Exodus 12.21-27 Pat W
Reading: Matthew 4.23-5.20 Tony B
8t Sep  08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Graham Theobald Angela S
Trinity 15 10:00 Parish Communion with Graham Theobald MJ S
Hymns: AMNS 146, 247(ii), 285, 365(t175) Int: Fiona P

Anthem: Lord for thy tender mercy's sake - Hilton (NCA)
Reading: Psalm 125 Peter S
Reading: Mark 7.24-37 Bertie G-S

Svr: Bertie G-S

15th Sep 08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Trinity 16 with Graham Theobald
Reading: Galatians 3.23-29 Simon Smith
Reading: Luke 8.26-39 Vikki B
09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)

10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter) with Graham Theobald Camilla B
Hymns: HON 328, 342, 81a Int: Linda S
Anthem: God be in my head - Rutter (NCA) Svr: Andy H
Reading: Luke 8.26-39 Prue W
18:00 Evening Worship online see wsl.link for Zoom details
Reading: Matthew 7.1-14 Simon Shaw Int: Rob L
227 Sep 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Graham Theobald Rob L
Trinity 17 10:00 Parish Communion with Graham Theobald Bertie G-S
Hymns: AMNS 251, 367, 273, 131 Int: Anna A

Anthem: The Call - Beer (SAB)
Reading: James 3.13-4.3,7-8a David C-B
Reading: Mark 9.30-37 Juanita T

Svr: David C-B

29th Sep 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP)
Trinity 18 10:00 Matins with Andy Ferguson
Hymns: AMNS 144, 464, 60(om4)
Setting: Venite(22), Te Deum(QOakeley), Benedictus(29)
Anthem: Holy is the true light - Harris (NCA)
Reading: Genesis 28.10-17 Rupert McG
Reading: Revelation 12.7-12 Rosemary McG

Rob L
Ann-Marie McE
Int: Chris W

Communion music this month: Waltham Service (Shaw)
All enquiries to Simon or David on vicar@wslchurch.uk
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Parish Register

Funeral: 315 July Leslie Bennett (72)
Village Diary - September 2024
Date Time What? Where?
4t 2:30pm Wednesday Club Annual Tea Party Cricket Club
At 7:00pm Bell ringing practice (and 11%, 18, 25%)  WSL/
Shottesbrooke
5t 7:30pm Choir Practice (and 12, 19', 26™) WSL Church

6t 6:00pm Cricket Club Social (weather and Rupe’s Cricket Club
mood permitting) (and 13, 20, 27t)

7 11:00am  Scarecrow competition The Parish

gth 2:00pm Village Show (public access) Neville Hall
10" 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
12t 10:00am 3G (and 19%, 26%") Neville Hall
14t 10:00am Ride and Stride 24 WSL Church
15*  9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
19"  6:15pm Junior Choir (and 26™) Neville Hall
28" 11:30am  Happy’s Circus WSL School

Future Dates of Interest

4™ October 2024 Harvest Supper
6™ October 2024 Harvest Festival
9™ October 2024 Licensing of Revd Nnamdi Maduka
26/27" October 2024 WSL Choir St Albans Visit
9™ November 2024 “Come and Sing”
17t May 2025 WSL Choral Festival 2025
Parish Council Meeting Dates
10t September Meetings are normally held in The Neville

8t October Hall starting at 7.00pm.

5" November Full minutes, including planning, highways and

10" Decermber other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

TBC - January versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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All (including dogs!) are welcome at the

- St Lawrence Cafeé

which, this month, is on
&r Sunday 15th September from =
& ¥  9.15t0 10.45 in the Neville

= 4
Hall.

- Have you been yet? If not,
" why not give it a try!
We offer bacon, sausages, rolls,
fruit, pastries, croissants,
cheese, toast, yogurt, tea and
. excellent coffee etc. It is a very
X{' b, friendly social event so come

m—— along and chat with old friends or
r make new ones, have bl

B # " BREAKFAST, or simply relax

and read the Sunday papers. .
The Café relies on your your donations as
any profits go towards the upkeep of our
lovely old Parish Church.

<= The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by members of the village - -
and is held on the third Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to our .
sponsors (Christopher, Charles, Linda, Pete & Francesca), to all the Café ;_
team helpers and to YOU for supporting it.



**t* * 748 x *i*

AV~

Waltham St Lawrence Primary School presents

Y




Junior Choir - Autumn Term

£
eis' We are back!

Starting Thursday 19" September
6.15pm in the Neville Hall

Harvest Festival, Stir Up Sunday
Christmas Nativity all coming up!

Would you like your child to develop confident speaking and
singing skills. Sign up to WSL Junior Choir & join the many
children over the years who have learnt these skills &
benefited from our unique training!

All children aged 5-11 welcome, just come along.

Contact Fiona- 07793 563204 - pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk
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iRIDE. $TRI3ES
BERKSHIRE’S ’4
CHURCHES

Visit Berkshire’s beautiful churches andchap e\s to raise money
for your own churchand the Berkshire Historic Churches Trust

OPEN DAY 24

Waltham Saint Lawrence Church
is taking partin this years
Ride & Stride
The church will be open from
10am till 5Spm with refreshments

Take your family for a tour of the
local Berkshire Churches

Ride & Stride sponsorship forms
can be downloaded from the

Ride & Stride Website or pick one up from
Polly & David at Orchard Cottage, The Street, WSL

Join us for our annual Berkshire-wide church crawl -
walk, cycle, ride or drive to as many churches as
possible on Saturday 14th September and help
raise funds for your local church and for churches in
need across the county.

1



Whats Happening in September

Wednesday Club Tea Party — Wed 4t" 2:30pm

Ty The Annual Tea Party for the Wednesday Club will take place

f on September 4™ at 2.30pm in the Cricket Pavilion, Shurlock

3& Row, by kind permission of Waltham St. Lawrence Cricket Club.

Bell Ringing — Wed 4, 11", 18t and 25* 7:30pm

Bell ringing practice takes place every Wednesday at 7:30 in
either WSL or Shottesbrooke church. New recruits are always
welcome so if you would like to try, please contact Jacquie
Hazell on 07905 085815 for details.

Church Choir — Thu 5, 12th, 19th and 26 7:30pm

The church choir are back rehearsing in earnest after their
August break and will be licked into shape for the busy upcoming
church calendar and of course to impress the new vicar! Contact
choirmaster Simon Shaw on 07717 472974 or simon@wsl.link

Cricket Club Social — Fri 6, 13t", 20t" and 27" 6:00pm

The cricket club will continue to open its doors, ground and bar
every Friday as long as the weather permits, and, frankly, Rupe
is in the mood. So be nice to him and hopefully the confirmation
that goes out every Wednesday will be a positive one.

Scarecrow Competition — Sat 7t" 11:00am (see p15)

To kick off the Village Show weekend, the parish Scarecrow
Competition is on the 7. Entry forms need to be in by the
1%, check http://wsl.link/village-show for full details but if
you haven’t entered you can still wander round the village
and enjoy the creativity.

Village Show — Sun 8t" 2:00pm (see p15)

The event of the month is on the 8™, the Village Show. Hopefully P
your entry forms are all in (deadline is the 5%) and your exhibits P e
are being prepared. Your editor will be roving the displays taking a

plenty of photos for next month’s magazine. See you there!
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