So that’s summer well and truly out of the way. Now that our hair — at least for those of us
who are lucky enough to have any - is being especially punished by the October wind (with
apologies to Dylan Thomas) we can start to think about things Autumnal. We are entering
the time of year when the leaves start descending, thick coats are brushed off, and the lanes
start to become less navigable. Right up to the end of the month when the clocks go back -
just in time to give the village youngsters some cover of darkness in which to advance
undetected on our households with demands for treats. And Christmas always used to start
in November, but | notice the shops are already bedecked with mince pies and stollen — the
usual advanced guard giving notice that an onslaught of festive fayre is imminent.

Of course, the big event of the past month has been the Village Show. Sadly, your editor was
unable to attend at the last moment, due to an unexpected family commitment. But from what
| have heard and seen it went off splendidly as ever, and | would like to thank Yvette and
Martin Guthrie, M J Streather and Stuart Scott for providing the photos that | was unable to
take for myself. Congratulations to all the entrants, the winners and of course the organisers.
You can see the full report from p17 onwards. The following weekend we also had the Ride
and Stride day which was a great success, and | have been specifically asked to relay a
huge “thank you” to all the riders, walkers and sponsors. Here’s to next year for both these
great events. At the time of going to press Happy’s Circus at the School has not yet
happened, but | trust it too will be a great occasion and hopefully we may have some reports
for next month’s edition.

In October, we have the Harvest Supper and Festival services to look forward to, celebrating
the fruits of the year - all contributions are welcome and will be donated to Wokingham Food
Bank (see p5). Of course, on the 9th after well over a year of interregnum, our new vicar will
be formally installed. The PCC will be quickly draining their pints, straightening their ties and
baseball caps, and making themselves look busy in anticipation of the grand entrance of Rev
Nnamdi Maduka. And on the 26th, Sgt Simon will be bundling the WSL Choir into a C-47 to
be dropped over St Albans Cathedral, where they will be in action for the weekend services.
Anyone who may like to go along to support them please do contact him — he may have one
or two spare parachutes. Also of note for this month, the Parish Council is on a mission to
tidy up the village for winter (see p22) - please get involved if you can.

So let's welcome Rev Nnamdi and family to our community, all being well he will be
introducing himself in this very magazine next month. | haven’'t heard anything since |
proposed it in July, but I'm going to tune up my bass guitar as I'm sure his invitation to join
the WSL Church gospel band has simply been delayed in the post....

Issue number 1,187 October 2024
All copy for the November 2024 issue by Friday 18" October 2024 please to the Editor:
Steve Bowe - editor@wsl.link / 07768 328914.
Advertising enquiries please to the editor using advertising@wsl.link

The Lych Gate is published by the Parochial Church Council and distributed free to each household in the parish.
Copies are also available at £1.00 each from the church and The Bell. Postal subscriptions within the UK are £25 per
year. For details of subscriptions and advertising rates please contact the Editor. Notices or articles for commercial or

other non-charitable causes may be subject to a charge, if accepted for publication. Views expressed in the magazine
do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or the PCC. The publishers do not accept responsibility for products or
services advertised in this magazine and reserve the right to refuse adverts at their sole discretion.

The Lych Gate magazine is printed by The Print Room Group, Bracknell, Berkshire.
Cover Photo: Stuart Scott: Flowers at the Village Show
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Church News
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Life is often a series of ups and downs, and as humans we have to
negotiate them and learn how best to deal with them - not only for
ourselves but for others as well. September was a month of many ups
but also some very sad downs and at times like this we give thanks for
being able to savour those ups, warm sunshine, village show gathering,
children starting a new school year and then the downs of life, losing
loved ones, especially Andrew Campbell, who had served our church for
twenty years as Convenor of Sidespeople and was a much loved and
respected member of our community. It is at times of sadness and
sorrow that people find themselves turning to the Lord Our Father for
comfort and support. He is always with us, even if we do not feel he is,
but somewhere in the flash of a sun ray, the sight of a robin, a hug from
a child, the still of a morning, you may just find you can feel him there.
He waits for you in his eternal love for you.

October brings the wonderful festival of Harvest to the church calendar
and celebrates many different traditions of giving thanks for gathering
food to see us through the winter months. This gives us a chance to
share our blessings with other people. We are collecting for the local
foodbank and donations can be left at church. See pages 6 & 7 in this
edition for our services of celebration and thanksgiving.

Next month Revd Nnamdi who will be installed in his new post, will take
up writing this page. He is looking forward to connecting with all.




Wokingham is one of the wealthiest towns
in England - but it's also one of the most
Wokingham expensive places to live, and not everyone
fOOdb k has an income that lets them manage. The
Food Bank’s philosophy: we don’t think
anyone in Wokingham should go hungry, or

have to choose between eating or heating and lighting their home.

That’s why the Food Bank provides a minimum of three days'
nutritionally balanced emergency food and support to local people who
are referred to them by one of the 70 care agencies who they work with
in Wokingham.

They are part of a nationwide network of foodbanks, supported by The
Trussell Trust, working to combat poverty and hunger across the UK.
Everyone can give a little to help a lot.

Harvest Donations for Wokingham Foodbank can be left in WSL church
porch at any time, or bought along to church services and will be taken
to the Food bank after the Harvest Celebrations

Their latest list of requested items is:

e Soup

e Tinned tomatoes

e Tinned meals (eg. curry, chilli, casserole)
e Tinned fruit

e Hotdogs

o (Coffee

e Tinned pies

e Snacks (eg. cereal bars, crisps, noodles)
e long life fruit juice

e Washing up liquid

e Antibacterial cleaning spray

Many thanks to everyone for supporting and donating goods.




WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR OCTOBER 2024

Date Time Service Sidesmen etc.
6" Oct 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Harvest Reading: 1 Timothy 6.6-10 Catherine S
Reading: Matthew 6.25-33 Richard S
10:00 Harvest Festival Service with Fiona Penn Fiona P

Hymns: AMNS 289, 291, 290
Reading: 1 Timothy 6.6-10 Christopher K
Reading: Matthew 6.25-33 Simon Shaw
18:00 Festal Evensong with Thomas Henley Bertie G-S
Hymns: AMNS 405, 288, 290 Ps 125,126 Int: Christopher K
Responses: Ebdon  Setting: Purcell in G minor
Anthem: Thou visitest the earth - Greene (NCA)
Reading: Joel 2.21-27 Tony Boyd
Reading: 1 Timothy 2.1-7 Pat W

9th Oct  19:30 Institution and Induction Service for Revd Nnamdi Maduka
with +Gavin, Bishop of Dorchester

11t Oct 14:00 WSL Primary School Harvest Festival David C-B
with Andy Ferguson

13t Oct 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Nnamdi Maduka Sue B

Trinity 20 10:00 Parish Communion with Nnamdi Maduka Ann-Marie McE
Hymns: AMNS 226, 179, 223, 188 Int: Roger H
Anthem: Jubilate in B flat - Stanford (sheet) Svr: Bertie G-S

Reading: Psalm 22.1-15 Rupert McG
Reading: Mark 10.17-31 Rosemary McG

20t Oct 08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke with Nnamdi Maduka
Trinity 21 Reading: 1 Tim 6.6-10 Nic H
Reading: Phil 4.10-23 Katherine H
09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)
10:30 Parish Communion with Baptism with Nnamdi Maduka John & Ann S
Hymns: HON 337, 325, 425 Int: Fiona P
Anthem: A new commandment - Nardone (RSCM-SAB) Svr: Andy H
Reading: Mark 10.35-45 John S

26M & 27" Oct  choir sings services at St Albans Cathedral - contact Simon for details

27t Oct 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Nnamdi Maduka Angela S
Trinity 22 10:00 Parish Communion with Nnamdi Maduka (no choir) David C-B
Hymns: AMNS 95, 113, 131(t464), 170 Int: Simon S
Reading: Psalm 34.1-8, 19-22 Svr: David C-B

Reading: Mark 10.46-52 MJ S

Communion Music this month — ‘The Waltham Service’ — Shaw
Music enquiries: Simon Shaw (choir / general) simon.shaw@wslchurch.uk or Fiona Penn (Junior
Choir) fiona.penn@wslchurch.uk. General service enquiries to vicar@wslchurch.uk
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Parish Register

Baptism: 1°t September Austen Peter Robin Bradshaw

Wedding: 7" September  Angus Cerdin Reynolds and
Jemma Chloe Williams

Thanksgiving Service: 18" September ~ Andrew Malcolm Campbell (74)

Village Diary - October 2024

Date Time What? Where?
grd 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall
2nd 7:30pm Bell ringing practice (and 9%, 16", 23,  WSL/

30t) Shottesbrooke
3rd 10:00am 3G (and 10™, 17, 24™, 31%Y) Neville Hall
3 6:15pm Junior Choir (and 10%, 17, 24t") Neville Hall
3rd 7:30pm Choir Practice (and 10", 17, 24t 31%t)  WSL Church
4th 7:00pm Harvest Supper Neville Hall
g 10:00am Harvest Festival Service (& 6:00pm) WSL Church
g 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
gth 7:30pm Licencing of Rev Nnamdi Maduka WSL Church
11%  2:00pm WSL School Harvest Festival Service WSL Church
20t 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
261 (day) WSL Choir St Albans visit (and 27%) St Albans

Future Dates of Interest

9t November 2024 “Come and Sing”
17™ May 2025 WSL Choral Festival 2025

Parish Council Meeting Dates

8™ October Meetings are normally held in The Neville
Hall starting at 7.00pm.

5t November

10" December Full minutes, including planning, highways and
TBC - January other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

TBC - February versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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Why do we run the

St Lawrence Cafe’

7 FOR YOU! Ask any of our §O§)
f regulars and they’ll tell you that
<~ it’s a place for village socialising
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o - where you (and W
Y your dog) can meet old friends and </
W make new ones, eat breakfast, i/
W have a coffee or tea, sit and chat,
W or just read the papers, all in .
il friendly surroundings. ]‘
W
-~ So why not come along to the Neville Halland

. sample our warming breakfast and our even W
. warmer welcome between 9.15 and 10.450n "/

. Sunday 20th October?
i And we have a CARD READER so you 1
don’t even need cash! :

The Café relies on your attendance and your -

[
N donations, so thank you for supporting W
W us. Any profits go to the upkeep of our D
of lovely church. »
j The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by - ,‘
- members of the village and is held on the third Sunday of each -
] month.Many thanks go to our sponsors (Christopher, Pete & Francesca,
%W Charles and Linda) and especially to all the Café team. 9
\ W
[ W W W W W




Wednesday Club Garden Party

Our annual Garden Party was held on 4t
September in the Clubhouse, Shurlock Row,
by kind permission of the WSL Cricket Club.

Although the sun was shining, we decided

not to risk the arrival of the next shower, so

we transformed the Clubhouse into the

perfect venue for an elegant Tea Party with brightly coloured
tablecloths, flowers and a very appetising array of sandwiches and a
variety of cakes.

33 members, many of whom were dressed in striking Garden Party
attire, gathered to enjoy the afternoon’s proceedings. Rosemary Titford
produced one of her fabled quizzes and there was relative quiet as each
table racked their brains to find correct answers. Tea was served and
there was much praise and appreciation for the splendid refreshments
on offer.

There was a very convivial and happy atmosphere as members enjoyed
the company of many old friends and updated each other on their news
and experiences over the summer holiday break. Our thanks to all those
who made scones and cakes and helped with the clearing up.

It is very encouraging for the Committee to know that our members are
so supportive and appreciative, not only of the Club activities arranged
for them but also of events and activities across our Village in general.

Prue Williams

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 2" October at 2.30pm in the Neville
Hall. Dave Scarborough will come from Eco Action in Maidenhead to talk
to us on “The Climate and Nature Crisis and what we can all do”. He will
give us advice on how to make changes in our lives to reduce carbon,
restore nature and save money. As always, new members and visitors
are very welcome.




Save money - join the Oil Club!

There are currently about 100 members of the parish Qil Club who
enjoy discounted oil prices thanks to bulk buying. If you compare
the price that the members pay each month with Boiler Juice there
could be a saving of up to 3 or 4 pence per litre.

The Club, which is free to join, has been in existence for a number of
years. For the past year it has been run by Graham Pobjoy but he
will soon be moving out of the area and it is being taken over by Ben
Butler, who has lived here for less than a year. Many thanks to
Graham, for taking over at very short notice last year, and to Ben,
who obviously has been infected with the community spirit at a very
early stage!
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If you would like to join the QOil Club, please contact Ben on
wsloilclub@gmail.com with your name, address, contact number
and any instructions you want passed on to the delivering supplier.
Ben will then email you each month from September to April asking
if you need any oil.

There is a minimum order of 500 litres and you must request a
specific amount, not just say ‘top up’. You don’t have to order every
month. Once he has received all the month’s orders from Club
members Ben will phone the various suppliers to get the best price
for the bulk order. Ben will then let you know the supplier, price and
likely delivery timescale - usually about 5-10 days depending on the
demand. The supplier will notify you when they are going to deliver
and will arrange payment details with you.

So, join today — you know it makes sense!




Junior choir- Autumn Term
We are back!
Every Thursday 6.15pm in the
Neville Hall

. Christmas Natlwty all coming up!
Would you ||ke your child to develop confident speaking and
singing skills. Sign up to WSL Junior Choir & join the many
children over the years who have learnt these skills &

benefitted from our unique training!
All children aged 5-11 welcome, just come along.
Contact Fiona - 07793 563204 - pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk

Tuck in and Support the PTA

The local school PTA has agreed a cash back arrangement with our local
Christmas turkey provider, Copas. By using the code WSLP24PTA when you
order, 5% of the value goes to the PTA to support its worthy activities. There is
no extra cost on the order, it is a scheme Copas run each year. Church Farm is
a click and collect point if people want to collect their Turkeys from the farm
on Sunday 22nd December.

Turkey Cashback: 5% of order donated to PTA.
Waltham St Lawrence Primary School

CODE:

§ WSLP24PTA §

COPASEARMSEIOPCOUKSER0I162 885499 980
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