Harvest is here! And where better than our local area to appreciate it's delights. The fields
are full of ruddy cheeked locals in hessian smocks sweeping the crops with their scythes,
whilst the ladies in their gingham dresses sing and chatter away winnowing the spoils and
loading the grain into pony carts to be hauled back to the barn. Well, that’s how it should be,
but of course the 21st century harvest is somewhat different. It seems to consist of
mechanical behemoths rumbling their way past the windows of Lych Gate Central at ungodly
hours during the night and the occasional whiff of something unpleasant that has been thrown
over the fields. However, | suppose this is the price one pays for life in a rural idyll.

September gave as a couple of significant local events of course. On the 9th (possibly the
hottest day of the year!) the massed troops of WSL made an eastward charge and met those
of White Waltham on their cricket pitch. Your editor somehow managed to get recruited into
the team and | can confirm that it was a fantastic day. Thanks to all involved in setting this up
and of course to Rupe for the unbounded zeal that inspired us all. Awonderful joint community
event. Opinions may vary, but | put our win down to the excellent (ahem) wicket keeping. We
tried to be gracious about it, | only hope the fact that we danced an impromptu Haka style
victory stomp over the pulverised bones of their finest warriors, and then marched the
survivors off to slave under the PCC whip in the new WSL vicar mines, hasn’t damaged inter-
village relations. There is always next year chaps! A detailed report is on page 18.

And the next day your editor prized his aching limbs into some semblance of normal function,
exchanged the Waltham Cup for a foaming ale at The Bell then creaked over to the village
show to admire the entries. I've said it before, but it's true - the sheer amount of expertise
and passion that goes into the exhibits every year is incredible. Congratulations to the
organisers and exhibitors, and especially to the winners. See page 14 for a full write up.

Sadly, we have just learned of the passing of Margaret Railton at the age of 94. For countless
years her regular talks and publications on local history have done so much to engender our
sense of pride and place. Thanks for everything Margaret, and a full tribute will appear in a
future edition. There is also a service on the 28th to celebrate the life of my esteemed
predecessor on the bridge of HMS Lych Gate, Nick Kendal — see page 31.

October brings our church Harvest Festival (clear out your larder!) and also the Harvest
Supper on the 6th (see page 5) as well as all the usual village activities to keep us busy as
Autumn sweeps the land. So, get out and enjoy the season, although if travelling through
White Waltham please keep your head down in case there are any insurgent cricketers left
harbouring a grudge. Our crack mop up squad will deal with them soon....
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Church News

So, Autumn has arrived and already we are
celebrating Harvest after an average summer of
rain and low temperatures with a blast of sun in
September! Harvest Festival is quite a new event
in the church calendar, having been first
introduced by Revd Robert Hawker backin 1843,
in Cornwall.

Of course, many different countries and cultures celebrate the bringing
in of harvest as having enough to eat through the winter months has
always been so important. With the rising concerns about climate
change and world food production, this is just as true for us today as it
has been through history. These are all good reasons to be grateful for
what we have and to say thank you. Harvest Festival will be celebrated
at Waltham St Lawrence at the 10 am All Age Service on the 15 with WSL
Silver Band and Junior Choir, and at Choral Evensong at 6pm.

Food donations for the Wokingham Foodbank are being collected at the
church and will be vital resources for many families in the area who are
still struggling with rising costs and the challenges of todays world.
These can be left at the church or bought along to the services.

More Harvest fun is to be had at the Harvest Supper being held at the
Neville Hall, Friday 6" October from 7pm. There is an excellent supper
on offer with a bar and fun quiz to entertain. We do hope members of
the community will come along and enjoy the fare, see opposite for
more details.

During the month of September, the church PCCs have continued their
work on the Parish Profile document which will be used for the
recruitment of a new vicar. The next stage is for a job advert to be
drafted and publicised with hopefully a positive response to the post.

Wishing everyone a peaceful and blessed October!




HAarvest
SUPPEr

Free Supper

tn the Neville Hall

Fri eth Oct Fpm for #30pm
Free welcome drink

Free soft drinks

Pag BAr (cash/card, not BYO)
Fun QUIZ after supper
Harvest Raffle

Famtlies welcome

Gqet Your Free Tickets

first come, first served - max six per order - send names to

harvest@wslehurch.uk

or from Flona Penn
please indicate any diet preferences—we'll try to comply!

g
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WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR OCTOBER 2023

Date Time Service

Sidesmen efc.

1stOct  08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke with Phil Watts

Trinity 17 10:00 Harvest Festival Service with Phil Watts

Hymns: HON 534, 138, 101

Reading: Matthew 13.1-23 Junior Reader

Festival Evensong with Graham Theobald

Hymns: AMNS 288, 291, 361 Ps 65

Introit: The eyes of all look to you - Walker (0712)
Setting: Shaw in E flat

Anthem: Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem - Maunder (sheet)
Reading: 2 Corinthians 9.6-15 Pat W

Reading: Luke 17.11-19 Tony B

18:00

Camilla B

Pat W
Int: Chris W

8th Oct 08:45
Trinity 18 10:00

Holy Communion (BCP) with Graham Theobald
Parish Communion with Graham Theobald
Hymns: AMNS 1 (vw1-4,8), 67, 273, 188

Introit: Whoever eats my flesh - Walker (#30)
Anthem: Ave verum corpus (Mozart) (NCA)
Reading: Philippians 3.4b—14 Christopher K
Reading: Matthew 21.33-46 John S

David C-B
John & Ann S
Int: Roger H
Svr: Andy H

15t Oct 08:45
Trinity 19 09:15
10:30

18:00

Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke with Phil Watts
St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall) all welcome!
Parish Communion (Shorter) with Phil Watts
Hymns: AMNS 20(om*), 217, 198

Anthem: God be in my head (Rutter) (NCA)
Reading: Luke 16: 1-9 David C-B

Evening Worship online with Rob Lyman
Reading: 1 John 3.1-15 Fiona P

Ann-Marie McE
Int: Fiona P
Svr: Chris W

Int: Chris W

227 Oct 08:45
Trinity 20 10:00

Holy Communion (BCP) with Roy Burgess
Parish Communion with Roy Burgess
Hymns: AMNS 169, 109, 266, 139

Introit: God is Love - Walker (0T10a)

Anthem: King of Glory (arr Harris) (NCA)
Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1.1-10 Rupert McG
Reading: Matthew 22.15-22 Rosemary McG

Rob L

John & Ann S
Int: Simon S
Svr: Chris W

29th Oct 08:45
Trinity 21 10:00

Holy Communion (BCP)

Sung Matins with Andy Ferguson

Hymns: AMNS 355(pt2), 374, 132 Ps 1

Introit: If you love me - Walker (E6)

Setting: Venite (22), Te Deum (Oakley), Bendcts (Shaw)
Anthem: View me lord (Lloyd) (sheet)

Reading: Leviticus 19.1-2,15-18 Prue W

Reading: Matthew 22.34-46 MJ S

Sue B
MJ S
Int: Linda S




Parish Register

Wedding: 9t September Nicholas Jackson and Kathryn Gosby
Date Time What? Where?
1t 10:00am  Harvest Festival Services WSL Church
& 6:00pm
4t 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall
4th 7:30pm Bell ringing practice WSL /
(also 11*, 18" and 25%) Shottesbrooke
5th 10:00am 3G (also 12 and 19%") Neville Hall
5% 6:15pm Junior Choir (also 12 and 19%") Neville Hall
5th 7:30pm Church Choir Practice (also 12, 19t WSL Church
and 26™)
6" 7:00pm Harvest Supper Neville Hall
10" 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
15" 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
28" 2:30pm Nick Kendal Celebration Service WSL Church/
Henley
Future Dates of Interest
11" November 2023 “Come and Sing”
17t December 2023 Junior Choir Nativity

Parish Council Meeting Dates

7™ October (site visits) Meetings are normally held in The Neville
10t October Hall starting at 7.00pm.

7™ November Full minutes, including planning, highways and
5t December other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

h
9" January 2024 versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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Why do we run the

St Lawrence Café?
FOR YOU! Ask any of our (; §D§,3

regulars and they’ll tell you that
it’s a place for village ’
socialising - where

you (and your dog) can meet old

friends and make new ones, eat
breakfast, have a coffee or tea, sit
and chat, or just read the papers,
all in friendly surroundings.

So why not come along to the Neville Hall and
sample our warming breakfast and our even
warmer welcome between 9.15 and 10.45 on

Sunday 15 October?

And we have a CARD READER so you

don’t even need cash!
The Café relies on your attendance and your
donations, so thank you for
supporting us. Any profits go to the

upkeep of our lovely church. 2&#

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by
members of the village and is held on the third Sunday of each
month.Many thanks go to our sponsors (Christopher, Pete & Francesca,
Charles and Linda) and especially to all the Café team.
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Wednesday Club Outing, 6th September 2023

Visit to Studley Grange Butterfly World

About 25 members left the Pound at 10am for the
coach journey to Studley Grange near Swindon. A
beautiful, rather warm day so a pleasant journey on
the air-conditioned coach.

We arrived and were given wrist bands as if we were
attending a pop concert!

There is a small farm park, zoo, and reptile house where we managed to spot
the animals hiding from the sun! A large Boa constrictor and python, alpacas,
raccoons, terrapins and a large Sulcata tortoise were in residence together with
many small farm animals. The wallabies were in the shade and a meerkat
keeping sentry on a post while others were busy burrowing in the earth. We
were amused by an otter, lying on its back juggling with 2, then 3 stones.

The Butterflies were in a separate enclosure - very
humid and hot. There were many yellow and black
striped ones flying around everywhere. In the darker
corners we spotted blue, red, and black and orange
ones, some feeding from slices of orange.

We had a leisurely lunch in the busy restaurant,
obviously it is a favourite place for the local people.

Those of us who were not too busy chatting made time : :
to visit the well-stocked farm shop, garden centre and gift shop before our
return journey to WSL. A good day out, with friends enjoying not having to
drive ourselves. Thank you, John Rogers, for organising another good, social
day out for us.

Branwen Mellors

The next meeting is on Wednesday 4th October when Elizabeth Jones, from
Physiocare in Twyford, will give us advice on fitness and how to maintain it for
as long as we can.




Come and Slng Saturday 11th November

Two great composers and
quite different characters...
both of whom died four
hundred years ago this year.

Considered by many to be
the foremost English
composer of his generation,
4 William Byrd was a Roman
b Catholic in newly-Protestant
England, and despite this causing him severe difficulties and fines, he managed
to retain a key role in the Chapel Royal Choir, largely because of the favour he
received from Elizabeth I. The three settings of the Latin mass he wrote, for
three, four and five parts, are jewels in the crown of Tudor composition,
probably composed while he was visiting Catholic friends in Essex, and
intended for secret domestic celebrations of the banned Mass. Of these three,
the Mass for Four Voices is considered the most ‘spiritual’ — full of ethereal and
plaintive melodies woven together. This is an opportunity to learn and enjoy
this great music in the company of like-minded singers.

Thomas Weelkes was also a church musician, holding the post (amongst
others) of organist at Chichester Cathedral. He had rather different difficulties
— he was frequently in trouble with the authorities for his rowdy and drunken
behaviour, nevertheless somehow managing to keep his job. His music shows
absolute mastery of the counterpoint style, and a great example is his motet
“When David heard” which records the biblical King David’s reaction to hearing
that his son Absalom has been killed in battle - giving us a connection with
Remembrance Day.

To sing at this event, some music reading ability is required; to help, sheet
music and rehearsal tracks will be sent out in advance, and printed music is
available on the day. The £12 fee will also include a snack tea.

The short informal concert at 6pm is open to all, and there will be refreshments
afterwards — admission is ticketless, with a retiring collection to be divided
equally between the parish church and Yeldall Manor rehabilitation centre.

Simon Shaw, Choirmaster
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Gorme o din tq /

William Mass for

Four Voices

y;ldoma& Mefkéa Motet: 'When David Heard'

led by Simon Shaw at
Waltham St Lawrence Church, Berks

RG10 0]

Saturday lith November 2023

! pm - warkshaop, 5 pm - snack tea, £ pm - informal perfarmance

Singer - £12 incl. Music and Snack Tea

in advance from tickets@wslchurch.uk
Informal Concert Bpm - Free Admission

Refreshments afterwards, with Retiring Lollection far Veldall Manor

1"



Whats Happening in October

Harvest Festival — Sun 1% 10:00am and 6:00pm

It’s that time of year when we celebrate the harvest. Two
services are being held at the church, 10:00am with the
Silver Band and Junior Choir. And at 6:00pm the WSL Choir
and guests will be singing harvest hymns for all. All food
donations will find their way to Wokingham Food Bank.

Wednesday Club — Wed 4" 2:30pm

In the Neville Hall Elizabeth Jones from Physiocare Services in
Twyford will give us advice on how to cope with arthritis and keep
ourselves as fit as possible. All are welcome to our meetings.
Talks are followed by refreshments and a chance to see old
friends and meet new ones.

Bell Ringing — Wed 4%, 11", 18 and 25 7:30pm

Bell ringing practice takes place every Wednesday at 7:30 in either
WSL or Shottesbrooke church, please contact Jacquie Hazell on
07905 085815 for details.

3G — Thu 5%, 12" and 19" 10:00am

3G is running every Thursday (except the 26%). This friendly
group meets in the Neville Hall 10-11:45am and is for all
generations who would like to pop in for a cuppa, chat,
company, or some play. Just come along. All welcome.

Junior Choir — Thu 5%, 12*" and 19" 6:15pm

Junior Choir are continuing to serenade the Neville Hall
each Thursday (not the 26" — half term). Your editor’s
own daughters (now very grown up) enjoyed this local
rite of passage in their day, and it is heartily
recommended to all local 5-11 year olds. Contact Fiona
on 07793 563204 / pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk
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