A Word from the Editor...

The leaves are well and truly coming down to earth and Autumn is embracing us all
with its damp and misty grip. | always feel it’s a shame that this season is oft associated
with old age and decline by the literary set. Shakespeare was quite obviously feeling
his advancing years when he wrote “That time of year thou mayst in me behold; when
yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang...”. Whilst it is most tempting to sympathise,
your editor prefers to enjoy the season for its colours, crispness and the approach of
heartwarming festivities, rather than be reminded (depressingly) that the great bard
penned that in his forties and was deceased long before he reached my age.

Anyway, let’s move on to cheerier things. | hope everyone has had a good month —
there has certainly been plenty of activity on the community front. Milestones
Museum in Basingstoke was the latest target of an assault by The Wednesday Club hit
squad, and you can read a report on p10. The school Harvest Festival service was its
usual delightful occasion, details on p16. This was one of Mrs Ellerton’s final events as
headteacher — she will be sorely missed, and we all wish her the very best in her new
position. She has written a “farewell” message to us all which you can find on p15. And
the rest of the harvest festival weekend went off in style with an outside service at
Church Farm and many other activities — there are some photos to enjoy on p9.

We have a new parish councillor, David Yarnton — who has been given the full third
degree (possibly by the same sadistic team who punished me for my parochial
overspend last month). A covert transcript of the interrogation has been leaked and
can be found on p21. We wish him all the best and pray that the locals go easy on him.

November contains all the usual activities, detailed herein, and it is worth reminding
everyone that on the 9™ (Remembrance Sunday) there will be the usual procession
from the church to the War Memorial in time for the ceremony and silence at 11:00am.
This is such an important thing to take time out for once a year, especially as our world,
tragically, seems as incapable as ever of ridding itself of the blight of conflict.

So, break out your wellies and warm coats, and make the most of Autumn before
everything goes all Christmassy (though | note it is starting already). There will be
plenty of that in the next edition, I’'m sure. In the meantime, as it is not yet the end of
October here, | must go and work on my “trick or treater” defences, including a sign
inspired by the spirit of the ageing bard himself -- “Bewarest Thou the Grumpie Olde B
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Lest We Forget

What does it mean to remember? Often, the importance of
memory is the contribution of hindsight to an understanding of
an event or person in the past. Memory is surely one of the great
and most precious gifts that God has given us in terms of our
physical existence. And it is for that reason that a loss of memory

o is one of the saddest and most cruel things that can happen to
an individual. It is therefore quite worthy of note that frequently, the Bible calls the
people of God to remember and not only calls for our remembrance but provides
aids to that remembrance. We are charged in celebrating God’s death and
resurrection to do it ‘in remembrance of Him.” Lest we forget!

On Sunday the 9th of November 2025, we will remember those who sacrificed so
we could live in freedom. Those whom God have gathered from the storm of war into
the peace of His presence. We are thankful for those who gave their lives while
serving. We are also thinking of those who have lost their loved ones too.

On Remembrance Sunday, we pay tribute to the veterans who have served our
country, including those who never made it home. Through remembering, we keep
their stories alive and acknowledge their heroic actions which helped make our
present lives possible. We remember the Armed Forces, their families, and the
Commonwealth. And the vital role played by the emergency services and those who
have lost their lives because of conflict or terrorism. We are grateful to God for their
ultimate sacrifice. We remember those who bravely serve our country today. We
remember those who have been injured or ill, in body, mind or spirit

Let us encourage everyone to honour those who have
served and sacrificed. Most people wear poppies to
remember them, because they are the flowers which grew
on the battlefields. Some people feel the red poppy has

become too political, and that some politicians have used
the powerful feelings it creates to justify war. Others refuse to wear poppies because
they feel there is too much pressure put on people to wear them. We are all too
aware of the complexities of world situations that lead nations into wars, with rarely
clear political answers. We are to live faithfully in, and responsively to, the world and
national situations in which we find ourselves. Peace is not only the absence of war;
it is the right relationship with God and those around us. The current Gaza peace deal
is a welcome development, where there are signs of hope and beginnings of
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understanding, may God bring perseverance. He can make us aware of His aching
heart of love for all peoples, beyond the defeats and despairs we bring upon
ourselves. Through His enablement, we can break down the barriers of fear, of
hostility and of misunderstanding, that divide the nations from one another. And
prosper all counsels that make for sanity and charity, for a just and enduring peace.
Remembering is the theme that is interwoven throughout the book of Deuteronomy.
It seems strange that one of man’s most difficult challenges, memorializing, becomes
the focal point for the entire Book of Deuteronomy. Throughout its revelation, Moses
is constantly exhorting the Israelites to remember what the Lord did for them in the
wilderness and what He required of them as they entered the Promised Land. Moses
encourages God’s people not to forget the Lord’s redemption.

We must remember daily what the Lord has done for us, what He is doing and what
He will do for us. We must remember the Lord Jesus and His mercy when He heard
our cry and forgave our sins. We mustn’t forget the beauty of our salvation and that
we were saved from sin’s bondage which made us hostages to our past.

We must remember that our salvation was for the purpose for which we were
created. We have a divine reason for being here. We are often counselled to forget
our past so we can move forward and that is very true; however, we must remember
what we were delivered from - lest we forget the power of our deliverance. We were
held captive by the tyranny of sin and the devil. We were destined for oppression and
defeat but were saved by the mercy of God. We must remember what God has done
on our behalf, not forgetting His goodness, mercy, and unconditional love. He sent
His son into the world to save sinners.

We must remember that we who were fatally flawed, estranged from God, hopeless,
and spiritually blind were given the opportunity to find freedom, know God, and
serve Him. We must remember our place in His family that was given to us through
the death of His son, Jesus. We have become one with Him through the power of
Christ’s death and resurrection.

May the Lord help us to lift our eyes above the torment of this broken world and
grant us the grace to pray for those who wish us harm. As we honour the past, may
we put our faith in God’s future. May He grant to the living, grace, to the departed,
rest, and as we honour the past, may we put our faith in His future.

Reuvd Nnouwmudi Madukau - Vicar, Waltham St Lawrence & Shottesbrooke.



WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR NOVEMBER 2025

Date Time Service Sidesmen etc.
2nd Nov 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
All Saints Reading: Daniel 7, 1-3, 15-18 Simon Smith
Reading: Luke 6, 20-31 Vikki B
10:30 All Age Service Fiona P

Hymns: HON 337, 557, 296
Reading: Luke 6, 20-31 Junior Reader

18:00 Choral Evensong - 'Witness' David C-B
Hymns: AMNS 305, 173, 15, 6 Ps 15 Int: Chris W
Introit: Enter into his gates - EW Shaw
Resp: Ferial

Setting: Morley Fauxbourdon

Anthem: Thou knowest Lord - Purcell (NCA)
Reading: Isaiah 65, 17 - end David C-B
Reading: Hebrews 11.32 - 12.2 Tony Boyd

9th Nov 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Sue B
Remembrance  09:45 Remembrance Service John & Ann S
Hymns: per service sheet Int: Chinwendu M

Anthem: The souls of the righteous - Marchant (OEA)
Reading: Micah 4, 1-5 John S

16t Nov 08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
2 before Advent Reading: Psalm 98 John S
Reading: Luke 21, 5-19 Catherine S
09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)

10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter) - 'Pilgrimage’ Anne-Marie McE
Hymns: AMNS 128, 287, 212 Int: Anna A
Introit: Lord be my guide - Mendoza Svr: Andy H

Anthem: Vox ultima crucis - Harris (OEA)
Reading: Luke 21, 5-19 Amarachukwu M

23 Nov 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Angela S
Christ the King ~ 10:00 Parish Communion MJ S
Hymns: AMNS 144, 345 (om v3), 140(i), 139 Int: Roger H
Introit: The Lord is high - Cashmore Svr: Bertie G-S

Anthem: Christ is the world's true light - Stanton (OEA)
Reading: Jeremiah 23, 1-6 MJ S
Reading: Luke 23, 33-43 Christopher K

30t Nov 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Rob L
Advent 1 10:00 Advent Matins Camilla B
Hymns: AMNS 22, 31, 27
Anthem: (no choir)
Reading: Isaiah 2, 1-5 Juanita T
Reading: Matthew 24, 36-44 Fiona P
18:00 Advent Carol Service Bertie G-S
Hymns: per service sheet Int: Chris W
Anthem: per service sheet
Reading: Isaiah 52, 1-12 Bertie G-S
Reading: Matthew 1, 18-25 Pat W

Enquiries: Rev. Nnamdi Maduka (vicar@wslchurch.uk) or Gillian (churchadmin@wslchurch.uk) on 01189 977988
Music & Choir matters: Simon on 07717 472974 (simon.shaw@wslchurch.uk)
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Parish Register

Funeral: 11 October  Philip Logan Lewis (87)

Village Diary - November 2025

Date Time What? Where?

4t 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall

gt 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall

5 7:30pm Bell Ringing Practice (+ 12%, 19%, 26™)  WSL/
Shottesbrooke

6t 10:00am 3G (+ 13, 20%, 27t) Neville Hall

6t 6:15pm Junior Choir (+ 13%, 20%", 27t) Neville Hall

6t 7:30pm Choir Practice (+ 13t, 20t, 27t) WSL Church

gth 9:45am Remembrance Service and Procession ~ WSL Church /
War Memorial

16" 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall

21 6:45pm Wine and Food Society Supper Neville Hall

Future Dates of Interest

21 February 2026 WSL Choir at Southwark Cathedral
16" May 2026 WSL Choral Festival

28" May 2026 WSL/SR Golf Match

13" June 2026 Summer Fete

4™ July 2026 Party in the Parish

6" September 2026 WSL Village Show

Parish Council Meeting Dates

4™ November Meetings are normally held in The Neville
Hall starting at 7.00pm.

9t December
6 January Full minutes, including planning, highways and
o other detailed matters are available to view on
10™ February the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged
10" March versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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§, St Lawrence Café
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9.15 - 10.45, in the Neville Halle &f
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V;v r’ STIR-UP-SUNDAY CAKE for good %}

g:% luck. Chat with friends, read the

;, papers and enjoy some hot bacon or

g%“é} sausage, steaming coffee or tea,

& warm rolls and much more -

%17 croissants, fruit, pastries, toast,
yogurt, juices, cereals etc.

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by X,
%j@ 5 members of the village and is held on the third S@
Sunday of each month. ’g&%

Many thanks go to our sponsors (Christopher, Linda,
Pete & Francesca, Richard & Hilary) and especially

to all the Café team helpers. ,%*z

% The Café relies on your attendance and your
%ﬁ} donations, so thank you for supporting us.
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