The season has certainly arrived with a splash. Maybe it’s just the grumpiness of advancing
years, but your editor is finding it hard to remember a time that was just so .... wet. Every
morning the curtains are thrown open in the hope of being presented with a glorious clear
day and instead it has usually been more akin to a typical day at the office for Noah. And it's
starting to grate, there are so many outside jobs that need doing that aren’t worth attempting
in these conditions. Hopefully, by the time you read this the weather has turned into the usual
crispness of late Autumn so we can get out and start kicking leaves around, talk incessantly
about how chilly it's getting, and enjoy the season as we should at this time of year. At the
time of writing, Halloween has not yet happened, and here at Lych Gate Towers we have
been stocking up on treats. Hopefully | can resist tucking in myself and there will be some
left by the 31st —because I'm not sure | fancy finding out what a “trick” means in this day and
age. Presumably it involves being “cancelled” via Snapchat and TikTok then hounded from
office following shocking national headlines about a parish magazine editor’s callous
disregard for the well-being of the local children.

The Wednesday Club are now on a laudable mission to save the planet (p9), the harvest
celebrations appear to have gone well (p11) and of course, the big news from October was
the induction of Revd Nnamdi Maduka as our new vicar on the 9th, which is covered in this
edition (p10). Mr and Mrs Editor both attended, the church was full to capacity with locals,
guests, clergy and VIPs and it was a wonderfully bright and lively occasion — including a
completely unexpected musical performance by Nnamdi and his family. This very much
promises to be the beginning of a new, vibrant and exciting era in the ecumenical history of
our parish, and we look forward to his ministry with enthusiasm and anticipation.

This November is a little quiet, the calm before the storm of Christmas! But all the regular
goings on are in operation and on the 10th (Remembrance Sunday) the traditional service
and procession to the war memorial will take place. It's important and very relevant that we
take a moment to remember those lost in conflicts past and present, so please do go along
if you are able. The service starts in the church at 9:45 and will process to the War Memorial
with the silver band in good time for the 11:00am silence.

Please enjoy this month and all it has to offer. Looking further ahead it won’t be long before
we advance into the festive season, which our village never fails to keep well. Hopefully next
time | shall report on the glorious autumnal weather and preview all the yuletide celebrations.
Unless I've been ousted from the village glitterati after Halloween by a gang of righteous
journalists, in which case you may be able to catch me as the back half of the cow in a low
budget panto over Christmas alongside some other B-list has-beens....
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Church News

Love is all that matters!

This image captured my
attention from the moment |
' first entered Waltham St
Lawrence Church. As | reflect
on my journey here so far, the
> pinnacle came on October 9th,
2024, when my family and | were warmly welcomed into the benefice
of Waltham St Lawrence and Shottesbrooke. Since then, | have
witnessed the profound power of faith and the transformative love of
Our Lord at work in each of you, through all you do for this remarkable
community.

At my induction service, | was charged with the sacred ‘cure of souls,” a
deep and humbling responsibility to provide spiritual care and support
to this community and beyond, through the grace of God. | cannot
undertake this task alone; it is through your prayers, your support, and
the amazing power imparted by God that we can move forward. The
quiet working of the Holy Spirit in our hearts is what empowers us all to
fulfil our calling.

But how do we truly love God with ALL our hearts, and love our
neighbours as ourselves? It’s not as simple as it seems. The key to
achieving this is to love without reason. From Genesis to Revelation, the
Bible never tells us why God loves us, because His love has no reason—
it is unconditional. When love has a reason, it becomes conditional; and
when it’s conditional, it comes with expectations. Expectations often
lead to disappointment, for we are human. But true love, as God calls us
to demonstrate, has no expectations. We are to love simply because
God calls us to love one another as we love in return.

This November we remember in love the men and women who gave
everything for the freedoms we now cherish, freedoms purchased at a
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great cost. We will always hold them in our hearts with love and
gratitude. Join us in our Remembrance Service in church and at the War
Memorial.

Let us continue to support one another in prayer and in action,
especially in these challenging times. | have no doubt that this
community will continue to grow in faith, love, and service, guided by
the Holy Spirit. | look forward to working amongst you and meeting
more of you, as my ministry progresses.

Please know that you remain in my prayers, and | humbly ask for yours
as well, that God may grant me the strength and wisdom to faithfully
shepherd the flock entrusted to my care.

With every blessing,

Nnamdi Maduka is the new
Vicar to the benefice of
Waltham St Lawrence and
Shottesbrooke. He is married
with four children.

Email: vicar@wslchurch.uk




WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR NOVEMBER 2024

Date Time Service
3rd Nov

08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) at Shottesbrooke

Sidesmen etc.

All Saints Reading: Deuteronomy 6.1-9 John S
Reading: Mark 12.28-34 Vikki B
10:00 All Age Service with Baptism Camilla B
Hymns: HON 368, 60, 322
Reading: Deuteronomy 6.1-9 Junior Reader
18:00 Choral Evensong Bertie G-S
Hymns: AMNS 215, 407, 305,6 Ps149 Int: Chris W
Introit: Just as Jesus died - Walker (Int39)
Responses: Ebdon, Vesper - EW Shaw
Setting: Wood in D
Anthem: Thou wilt keep him - Wesley (NCA)
Reading: Daniel 2.1-11 Pat W
Reading: Revelation 7.9-end Tony B
10t Nov 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Angela S
Remembrance 09:45 Remembrance Service with WSL Silver Band Ann-Marie McE
Sunday Hymns etc: per sheet Int: Linda S
Anthem: Give us the wings of faith — Bullock (FSB)
17t Nov 08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) at Shottesbrooke
2 before Advent Reading: Psalm 16 Richard S
Reading: Mark 13.1-8 Jacquie H
09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)
10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter) MJ S
Hymns: HON 27, 396, 26 Int: Anna A
Reading: Mark 13.1-8 MJ Streather Svr: Linda S
24t Nov 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Sue B
Christ the King 10:00 Parish Communion Bertie G-S
Hymns: AMNS 199, 346, 148, 202 Int: Roger H
Introit: How worthy is the Lamb - Walker (Int34a) Svr: Chris W

Anthem: Subdue us by thy goodness - Bach (NCA)
Reading: Psalm 93 Juanita T
Reading: John 18.33-37 Bertie G-S

Communion music this month — The Waltham Service (Shaw)

Enquiries to the vicar - Revd Nnamdi Maduka — vicar@wslchurch.uk
Music and the Choir: Simon Shaw — simon.shaw@wslchurch.uk
Junior Choir: Fiona Penn — fiona.penn@wslchurch.uk
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Parish Register

Baptism: 20" October George Henry Butler
Date Time What? Where?
5th 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
6t 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall
6th 7:30pm Bell ringing practice (and 13, 20%, 27t")  WSL/
Shottesbrooke
7t 10:00am 3G (and 14%™, 21%, 28%) Neville Hall
7 6:15pm Junior Choir (and 14, 21%t, 28t) Neville Hall
Pk 7:30pm Choir Practice (and 14™, 21°¢, 28t™") WSL Church
10t 9:45am Remembrance Day Service and WSL Church/
Procession War Memorial
17" 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
Future Dates of Interest

15' December 2024 Junior Choir Nativity

18" December 2024 Carols Round the Pound

22" December 2024 WSL Church Carol Service

17*" May 2025 WSL Choral Festival 2025
5% November Meetings are normally held in The Neville
164 Decemibar Hall starting at 7.00pm.
7" January Full minutes, including planning, highways and
4% February other detailed matters are available to view on

the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

4™ March versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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éﬁ; IT’S GETTING WINTERY! gﬁi

Come and have a = X,

warming 2 gb gg
breakfast and an even -

warmer welcome at the ‘%;g?

St Lawrence Café *

HAPPINESS

e on Sunday 17 November, é‘%

INTHE CHOIR!

e
9.15 - 10.45, in the Neville Halle ‘ég%’
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Hear the JUNIOR CHOIR &;
&

sing, and help mix the ,

STIR-UP-SUNDAY CAKE forgood X¢

luck. Chat with friends, read the
papers and enjoy some hot bacon or
sausage, steaming coffee or teq,
warm rolls and much more -
croissants, fruit, pastries, toast,
yogurt, juices, cereals etc.

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by
members of the village and is held on the third &)
Sunday of each month.

Many thanks go to our sponsors (Christopher, i,
Charles, Linda, Pete & Francesca) and especially to &
all the Café team helpers.

The Café relies on your attendance and your é%%
donations, so thank you for supporting us.
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Eco Action at the Wednesday Club

On Wednesday 2" October,
(. Dave Scarborough from Eco
Q ‘ ECO nction Action in Maidenhead gave a

@/ for Windsor and Maidenhead talk on Climate Change. Dave
is a passionate speaker and
gave us an interesting presentation on Eco Action, which is a volunteer-
led community organisation supported by RBWM. Their mission is to
help and inspire local people and businesses in Windsor and
Maidenhead to make changes in order to reduce carbon emissions,
restore nature and save money.

The Eco Action Hub is based in a shop in Nicholson’s Walk in
Maidenhead. They have a Repair Cafe, where items can be repaired for
free, a Library of Things, where you can borrow items rather than having
to buy them, and Terracycle, where you can drop off a wide range of
things which can’t go in the normal recycling. In addition, if you need
help and advice on insulating your home, the Draughtbusters can fix
your draughts for free to help keep you warmer and save money,

He outlined RBWM Council’s policy on Climate Change and how they are
committed to implementing the 3 Rs: Reuse, Reduce and Recycle. He
advised us to have a Personal Action Plan in our homes and to be
committed to encouraging family and friends to be more aware of the
dangers of Climate Change.

Dave was happy to answer a variety of questions from the appreciative
audience. His talk was a source of inspiration, particularly at this time
when it is imperative to raise awareness of this important issue which
affects us all.

Prue Williams

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 6" November. The Wednesday Club
will be entertained in the Neville Hall by the Sheeplands Strummers, a
ukulele band who play locally to raise money for charity.




Revd Nnamdi Institution & Induction Service

It has been nigh on 15 months since a
vicar was in post for WSL and
Shottesbrooke churches, and many
thanks to the team of splendid people
who have held the fort over this time.
However, a new
3 era dawns, and on
Wednesday 9™ October we were delighted to
welcome Rt Revd Gavin Collins, Bishop of
Dorchester along with several local dignitaries
and honoured
guests from near
and far to the Institution and Induction
service for Revd Nnamdi. It was both a
| solemn and joyous occasion, as to start

J»ﬁm . with the Bishop led Nnamdi through
the formal process of havmg the responsibility and care of the benefice
entrusted to him, which included symbols of baptism, holy communion,
preaching and healing, as well as the keys to the church and ringing the
bell to announce his arrival!

Then having dealt with most of the formalities,
Nnamdi and his family and friends burst into a joyous
rendering of “Goodness of God” truly expressing their
hopes and thanks for all that is to come.

With Nnamdi welcomed as our new vicar,
everyone toasted his good health and
forthcoming ministry at the lively reception
which followed afterwards.

We welcome Nnamdi and his family to the benefice.
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Harvest Festival Celebrations

What a splendid weekend was had by one and all! Harvest
?’(‘WM Supper Night saw a happy village gathering, in the Neville
Hall, who were entertained by delicious homemade
dishes, a bar with no queue and a quiz to entertain all.
There was an uptake in chocolate bar sales the next day!!

Most importantly our thoughtful attendees all brought along donations for the
Wokingham Foodbank, and this started off a week of giving, as further
groceries arrived at Harvest Festival services on the Sunday and then
contributions were topped off by the generosity of parents and children from
WSL Primary School. They were in church to celebrate their Harvest Festival
Service on the Friday. Not only did we gather these much-needed gifts, we also
enjoyed the fruits of musical endeavours as WSL Silver Band led the Harvest
hymns with Junior Choir chirping The Singing Vegetables.

Choral Evensong welcomed visiting singers joining regulars g wokingham

to hear the sounds of harvest and the school children sang f db k
out old favourites Autumn Leaves and Cauliflowers Fluffy!

Harvest means that Autumn is well and truly here and now we make our way
to Advent and the anticipation of closing the year with Christmas Celebrations.

Junior Choir Christmas Nativity

Our Nativity this year will be on Sunday 15t
December 10.30 am @ WSL Church following
Breakfast Café and everyone is warmly
invited to come along and enjoy another fun
retelling of the real story of Christmas, this
time starting in court!

There will be a sneak preview at the Breakfast
Café on Sunday 17" November, which is also
Stir Up Sunday — come and hear the trailer for
Nativity and help stir the famous Christmas
cake. Recipe and instructions at:

https //www youtube.com/watch?v=vHpicz8j6_c
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