It's November already. Where has this year gone? And the weather, after an unseasonal
delay, is starting to remind us that we are now rapidly descending towards the end of the
year. The Met Office are keeping themselves busy inventing new names for the storms, the
children are stuffed full of Halloween treats and many of us have finally relented, and flicked
the heating switch - bringing the radiators groaning and clunking back to life.

On the local front, some irritations still need a scratch. My old friends the highway wombles,
not content with leaving Plough Lane looking like something Picasso threw in his wastepaper
basket, have now besieged Broadmoor Road. They are replacing the water main that has
been troublesome for a long time, so all in a good cause | suppose. Unusually, the works in
question seem to be relatively well attended by the elves in their shiny coats, and they are at
least giving the impression of getting on with the job. So, let's hope they bring things in sooner
than the projected 16 weeks, thus ensuring Santa isn’t left short-handed at Christmas.

The harvest celebrations in the community seem to have gone rather well. Apart from the
church and school services, and the successful Harvest Supper and quiz, perhaps most
notable is that a staggering 255 kilos of food donations have been safely gathered in and
sent to Wokingham Foodbank. This will make a very welcome difference to the lives of the
less fortunate and a big thank you to all who rummaged in their cupboards and donated.

Coming up in November, as well as all the regular events, we have the annual choral karaoke
that is “Come and Sing” on the 11th. Our ruthless choir drillmaster Simon “Sgt Hartman”
Shaw will be whipping his raw recruits from 1pm in the church. Once they have been bawled
and beaten into submission and cried that they have “nowhere else to go!”, they will be sent
in to do battle with some spectacular Renaissance choral works. At 6pm the public is invited
to come along to the church to perform a parade inspection and experience the results. Your
editor regrettably missed last year’s occasion but has every intention of popping along to
listen this time, it is sure to be a real treat for the ears — hope to see you there! And of course,
this is also the month when we take time out to remember those who have fallen in conflicts
and pray for peace. There will be an informal gathering at the War Memorial at 11:00am on
Saturday 11th, and Sunday 12th features the remembrance service in the church at 9:45
followed by a procession along The Street at 10:45 for the traditional silence. Do attend if
you are able, it is something very easily overlooked, but it is so important in these times.

Now that the leaves are finally falling, let's get out there and kick through them in this most
glorious of seasons. Please give the roadworks elves a cheery wave of encouragement when
you pass, but whatever you do, however much they beg, don’t feed them after midnight....
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Church News

It is hard to write cheering and upbeat news
when we know at this moment around the
world, there are many instances of war,
violence and hardship. Human beings continue
the age-old struggle of trying to live peacefully
together and to practise the second great ;|
commandment Love thy neighbour as thyself. §§
We can pray for peace and understanding for all those countries and the
peoples involved.

Given the beautiful sunny October days we have been blessed with, it is
also hard to turn our eyes and thoughts to winter but as you read this,
November has already arrived, and the days are getting shorter. This
month we have the sombre occasion of Remembrance Sunday, and our
gatherings at the war memorial on both Saturday 11t for 11 am and
Sunday 12™ for 11am after our church service starting @ 9.45am. It is
good to be able to all meet, and remember all those who gave their lives
for peace in our country.

We have however had much to be
thankful for, not least a happy
Harvest week of services, music,
food donations and a jolly Harvest
Supper and Quiz night, enjoyed by
all the attendees.

. A big Thank You to all who were
e involved and supported. To be able
to take so many food donations to The Wokingham Foodbank was a real
blessing.

Wishing everyone a peaceful and happy November.
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Service of
Lessons and
Carols

from

Waltham St Lawrence
Parish Church i

This year our traditional service of Carols will be held on
Sunday 17" December @ 6pm followed by winter warming
refreshments. All are welcome to come along, sing well-loved
carols and hear some fabulous new ones!

L A vesical for ey Stage 1!
) :,‘—. e \Q
Nt 1, P WSL Junior Choir Nativity!
Bethlehem Builders

Our Nativity this year will be on
Sunday 17" December 10.30 am @
WSL Church following Breakfast
Café and everyone is warmly invited
to come along and enjoy another
fun retelling of the real story of
Christmas.

Kane § Kane




WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR NOVEMBER 2023

Date Time Service
5t Nov 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
All Saints with Phil Watts — ‘What is heaven like?’
10:00 All Age Service with Baptism
with Phil Watts — theme ‘The lost sheep’
Hymns: HON 270, 337, 153, 372a
Reading: Luke 15: 4-7 Junior Reader
18:00 Choral Evensong
with Graham Theobald - 'Loving your enemies'
Hymns: AMNS 346, 12, 305 Ps 111
Introit: Blessed are the clean of heart - Walker (39)
Setting: Short Service - Gibbons
Anthem: Holy is the true light - Harris (NCA)
Reading: Daniel 7.1-18 Tony B
Reading: Luke 6.17-31 Pat W

Sidesmen efc.

Camilla B

Pat W
Int: Chris W

11th Nov Sat 11:00 Gathering at the War Memorial for 2 mins silence
Remembrance 18:00 Come and Sing - informal concert - see poster

12th Nov 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Phil Watts
Remembrance 09:45 Remembrance Service with Phil Watts — ‘Just War’

David C-B
Bertie G-S

Sunday Hymns: per service sheet Int: Christopher K
Introit: For the Fallen - Guest
Anthem: Justorum Animae - Saint Saens (sheet)
Reading: John 14: 23-29 Bertie G-S
19t Nov 08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
2 before with Phil Watts — ‘Good and bad religion’
Advent 09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall) - all welcome!
10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter) with Phil Watts Ann-Marie McE
Hymns: AMNS 170, 208, 332(pt2) Int: Anna A
Anthem: The Lord’s my Shepherd - Jenkins (SAB) Svr: David C-B
Reading: James 1: 17-27 David C-B
18:00 Evening Worship online
with Dave Attalah - 'The first and the last'
Reading: Revelation 1.4-18 Christopher K Int: Chris W
26t Nov 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Dave Attalah Angela S
Christ 10:00 Parish Communion John & Ann S
the King with Roy Burgess — 'the least of these."
Hymns: AMNS 359, 374, 256, 163 Int: Roger H
Anthem: The Call - Beer (SAB) Svr: Linda S

Reading: Ephesians 1.15-23 John S
Reading: Matthew 25.31-46 Simon S

Communion music this month ‘St Lawrence Mass’ - Shaw

Contact Fiona or David (Churchwardens) with general enquiries; simon.shaw@wslchurch.uk for music.




Parish Register

Wedding: 22" September  Matthew Andrews and Hannah Carron

Funeral: 27" September  Margaret Railton (94)
Village Diary - November 2023
Date Time What? Where?
1t 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall
1%t 7:30pm  Bell ringing practice WSL /
(also 8t, 15™ 22M gnd 29t) Shottesbrooke
2nd 10:00am 3G (also 9™, 16, 23 and 30™") Neville Hall

2nd 6:15pm  Junior Choir (also 9*, 16™, 23" and 30'")  Neville Hall
2" 7:30pm  Church Choir Practice (also 9%, 16™, 23@  WSL Church

and 30%)
Fi 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
11*  11:00am Gathering at the War Memorial War Memorial
11*  6:00pm “Come and Sing” (workshop at 1pm) WSL Church
12" 9:45am Service of Remembrance WSL Church
12" 10:45am  Service at the War Memorial War Memorial
19" 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall

Future Dates of Interest

14" December 2023 WSL School Christmas Fair
17*" December 2023 Junior Choir Nativity

17" December 2023 Carol Service @ WSL Church
22" June 2024 WSL & SR Festival 24

Parish Council Meeting Dates

4™ November (site visits)  Meetings are normally held in The Neville
Hall starting at 7.00pm.

7t November

5" December Full minutes, including planning, highways and
9™ January other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

h
13" February versions will be published in the Lych Gate.

7



' ﬁiﬁ
W @ﬁ; IT’S GETTING WINTERY! -
° ‘ . of
:_ff Come and havea _ (C°o &
& warming — 2
& breakfast and an even 7
+f warmer welcome at the W
W R W
o StL Café
& awrence vare
W W
- inthe Neville Hall on SUnday 19 November, .
‘f? 9.15 -10.45. Hearthe  (imes ‘E?
q 275\ 15 SINGIN d 4
o P INTHE CHOIR!

v a2 > JUNIOR CHOIR

j% - B= X sing, and help mix the

o I°d STIR-UP- e ,

% = A
& SUNDAY CAKE for good e
4 luck. Chat with friends, read the papers and enjoy ﬁf
‘Ef some hot bacon or sausage, steaming coffee or teq, ﬁ;f
:gf warm rolls and much more - %ﬁ
jgf croissants, fruit, pastries, toast, 2
;_f yogurt, juices, cereals etc.

E The St Lawrence Café is a social event

W

{ organised by members of the village and is

ﬁﬁf held on the third Sunday of each month. @&
ﬁ%f Many thanks go to our sponsors (Christopher, Charles, Linda, Pete & gﬁf
‘bgf Francesca) and especially to all the Café team helpers. @ﬁf
T The Café relies on your attendance and your W
L donations, so thank you for supporting us. W
ﬂof/ ﬁof

Wl W waawad mwﬂw o W wd



Keeping it Moving at the Wednesday Club

W 28 members of the Wednesday Club

‘ % | met in the Neville Hall on 4t
”‘ October and were entertained by a
}} 3 very lively and informative talk by

¥ Elizabeth Jones from Physiocare

1’/‘/‘1 ” Services in Twyford.

Elizabeth covered the onset of arthritis in older people. Treatment and
techniques have advanced considerably in the last 30-40 years. Gone are the
days when a visit to a physiotherapist meant being given a series of exercises
with little explanation and then handed a list with strict instructions to do them
all twice a day!

Now the approach is less intimidating, and the treatment is more tailored to
the individual patient. The onset of the arthritis, in whatever joint, is measured
in 3 stages: firstly, diagnosis and X ray, secondly the administering of a steroid
injection into the joint, which will slow the progress of the wear and tear and
delay the possible third phase, joint replacement. She said that the reason why
some people are more prone to suffering from arthritis than others lies in the
genes. “Choose your parents carefully” was her advice!

Elizabeth was an excellent speaker with a positive message and an engaging
personality. She spoke with enthusiasm and explained each step clearly and
involved the audience interactively.

Her talk was followed by an interesting Q&A session when she covered every
aspect of physio and its benefits.

Members were very appreciative, complimentary and pleased to have a
greater understanding and knowledge of arthritis.

The meeting concluded with refreshments and plenty of time to chat to old
friends and welcome new visitors.

Prue Williams

The next meeting is on Wednesday 1°t November when the speaker will be Mrs
Torie Griffiths, reflecting on her time as a Crown Prosecutor.




WSL Harvest Festival Donations

The true spirit of giving is alive and well in our community. The various Harvest
services and activities resulted in an incredible 255Kg of food donations to
Wokingham Food Bank. A huge “Thank You” for the generosity shown by all
who contributed.

Wokingham Foodbank

Unit 2, 498 Reading Road

Wokingham Winnersh

foodbahk e

07926 524605
info@wokingham.foodbank.org.uk

13" October 2023

Dear Waltham St. Lawrence Church

| am writing to thank you for your generous Harvest donation to Wokingham
Foodbank. It is heart-warming to know that in spite of everything else going
on in the world there is still so much compassion for others in our community
who are less fortunate and struggling with the cost of food.

As you may be aware Wokingham Foodbank remains incredibly busy, which
has placed significant strain on our stocks. This year has been our busiest on
record but thanks to the generosity of donations such as yours we are in a
strong position to face the challenges ahead.

With kindest regards,

Annette Medhurst
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WOKINGHAM FOOD BANK WOULD LIKE TO THANK

\

Waltham St.Lawrence Church

FOR THEIR DONATION OF

255.1  KGSOFFOOD i
THANKS TO YOU, WE WILL BE ABLE TOHELP LOCAL

FAMILIES WHO MAY STRUGGLE TO AFFORD FOOD
THIS WINTER.
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Whats Happening in November

Wednesday Club — Wed 1° 2:30pm

The Wednesday Club will be meeting in the Neville Hall at 2:30pm.

The Speaker is Mrs Torie Griffiths, and her talk is entitled “My Life

of Crime - reflections on my time as a Crown Prosecutor”. This

should be an interesting and stimulating session. All visitors are
C PS welcome at our meetings.

Bell Ringing — Wed 1%, 8", 15", 22" and 29" 7:30pm

Bell ringing practice takes place every Wednesday at 7:30 in either =4
WSL or Shottesbrooke church, please contact Jacquie Hazell on &
07905 085815 for details.

3G - Thu 2™, 9th 16, 23" and 30™" 10:00am

3G runs every Thursday. This friendly group meets in the Neville
Hall 10-11:45am and is for all generations who would like to pop
in for a cuppa, chat, company, or some play. Just come along. All
welcome.

Junior Choir — Thu 2™, 9t 16, 23" and 30" 6:15pm

Junior Choir are hard at work rehearsing for what is
undoubtedly their busiest season. Much activity and
performance as the end of the year approaches, leading
up to the Nativity on the 17™ December. All local 5-11
year olds are welcome to join, contact Fiona on 07793
563204 / pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk

Church Choir — Thu 2"9, 9t, 16, 23" and 30" 7:30pm

WSL Church Choir rehearses every Thursday in WSL Church.
They can be relied upon to provide the sonic background to
our seasonal festivities. If you are interested in joining up,
please contact the hardest working choirmaster in town,
Simon Shaw on 07717 472974 / simon@wsl.link
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Parish Council Meeting — Tue 7*" 7:00pm

The parish council meets in the Neville Hall on the 7. Everyone
welcome to pop down and make your feelings known about
whatever is concerning you in all things local.

There will be an informal gathering at the War Memorial in time
for the silence at 11:00am on the 11* day of the 11" month to
remember the sacrifice of so many in wars past and present. As
the world sinks yet further into conflict around us this will be an
TTTTEL opportune moment to reflect and hope for better times ahead.

Come and Sing — Sat 11*" 1:00pm and 6:00pm

The annual “Come and Sing” is taking place in WSL Church.
Those who have signed up to perform will be tuning up their
voices from 1:00pm, and at 6:00pm the doors are thrown open
to the public to listen to the results. Featuring Renaissance
works by Byrd and Weelkes this is sure to be an excellent
experience for all who appreciate choral music and its history.

Remembrance Service — Sun 12" 9:45am

The traditional remembrance service honouring the fallen and
hoping for peace in our troubled times will take place in WSL Church
at 9:45am on the 12, Proceedings will move to the War Memorial
at 10:45 to observe the silence at 11:00am.

St Lawrence Café — Sun 19" 9:15am

And what month would be complete without the venerable St

Lawrence Café opening its doors once again. The amazing café ‘
team will be waiting to welcome you and any well-behaved N
pooches with open arms, hot kettles and sizzling pans. S
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