EDITORIAL

Well what turbulent times we seem to be going through right now! However, | shall try to avoid
mentioning anything specific about the ongoing spate of wars, viruses, inflation and political
folderol. This is due less to the fear of sparking an argument, and more because this editorial
was written at least a week before you are reading it. Who knows what will have happened
in that time. | just hope the invading space alien army is being gentle. So instead, I'm going
to start by getting all dewy eyed about this time of year.

As | am sure you have all noticed, we are now well into Keats’ “Season of mists and mellow
fruitfulness”. There’s a chill in the air, the trees are looking like Joseph’s coat, and Mrs Editor
is handing me a garden rake and giving me my orders. But I, for one, am very happy about
it, | absolutely adore Autumn. Wistful long-ago memories abound of leafy walks, Halloween
adventures and bobbing apples, bonfires, fireworks and hot dogs, all wrapped up in a
boyhood snorkel jacket. And alongside the darkening evenings and frost in the air, the ever-
present knowledge that the excitement of Christmas is approaching.

Now, of course, we are in the “enlightened” 21st century. Halloween consists of making sure
the kids costumes don’t spontaneously combust, that the “treats” are gluten free and the
“tricks” don’t offend anyone; bobbing for apples feels like a means to extract confessions from
terrorists; bonfires are a civic nuisance; fireworks... well who would dare come up with THAT
idea these days? And the hot dogs emotionally distress the family pooch who will now need
some expensive counselling. Of course, the chill in the air presents another dilemma right
now. We know that as soon as we put the heating on, we will be watching 10 pound notes fly
out of the door as rapidly as Prime Ministers fly out of another door with a number 10 on it.

But our leafy corner of the world shows Autumn at its best, and there is much to keep our
minds off the calamities appearing daily on the wider stage. Please do broaden your mind at
the Wednesday Club, meet local families at 3G, be amazed at the local musical talent we
have at Come and Sing, and wind down with a nice cuppa and maybe a sneaky bacon
sandwich at the St Lawrence Cafe.

And lest we forget, this month we also take time out to remember those who made the
ultimate sacrifice, in defence of our right to freely spend time cursing and blaming each other
on Twitter for the whole mess we are in. The Remembrance Day service and ceremony at
the war memorial in the village will be held on 13th November. With all due deference to those
of us who are genuinely struggling right now, it is always a sobering reminder that things
could be a lot worse.
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Letter from The Parsonage

My dear Friends

“

. second sex, third money.” That’s all the poster
said. You were expected to get the point: the most
important thing in life is sport, for which the advertiser
was offering to supply you with their equipment.
Harmless enough? Amusing? Well it was clever,
because | noticed it and have remembered it, but from
a Christian point of view, | asked myself, isn’t it rather
subversive? | mean sport really isn’t the most important thing in life.
Personally, | believe that worshipping “the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ” is (I Peter I.1). (Incidentally, | don’t think they got the
second and third right either!)

“You shall have no other gods before me” is the first of the Ten
Commandments. That’s not old-fashioned or out of date. We may not
build shrines and place in them statues of other deities and bow down
to them as people did in the ancient world, but there are every bit as
many ideas, goods and activities claiming our worship. Beauty and
fashion, a perfect body shape (whatever that is), personal freedom,
designer clothes, prestige cars, luxury holidays, the acquisition of Likes
and Followers on social media, and Views on YouTube... the list is
endless. It would be a bold person indeed who claimed they were
unaffected by all such blandishments.

That’s why | call these messages subversive. The Bible records how
Absalom, King David’s son, ‘stole the hearts of the men of Israel’, and
thereby laid the groundwork for his open rebellion against his father.
Commercial interests of all sorts are trying to steal your heart and mine
today.

And sport’s the prime example. Naturally | write this with thoughts of
the World Cup in mind. Some of you will know that I’'m not personally
a football fan, but people who are up to speed with it have kindly
reminded me of how the competition is structured, with 64 matches
taking place between 20 November and 18 December. All teams will
play at least 6 matches, with the possibility of a further 4.

| remember how in a previous World Cup it was OK to send apologies
for meetings if they clashed with England matches, and churches were
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told to expect ‘lower gates’ when such matches took place on Sundays.
| was pretty sure that the same forbearance would not be extended to
me if | wanted to stay at home for a Clint Eastwood repeat or some
favourite castaway of mine on Desert Island Discs. | didn’t dare try!

If we don’t actually worship football and footballers, it sometimes seems
to me that we’re pretty near it. There have been some extraordinarily
high valuations on Antiques Roadshow recently of articles of little
intrinsic value but with a provenance closely linked to a big name in the
game.

And it’s not just football. What about Wimbledon, test matches, motor
racing, Ascot and the rest?

| myself follow some of these events with great interest and enthusiasm,
but | have to say that | think we have been tricked into taking all sport
far too seriously. It’s professionalism that’s done it. On the whole we
don’t play, we watch. And because sport is an industry with thousands
of jobs and tens of millions of pounds at stake, we must be made to
watch (to keep the pitch-side advertisers happy) and pay to get in, and
sometimes pay to watch... and buy the latest team strip (why else do
they change so often?). Sport has moved from the basic dictionary
definition of a pastime, a relaxation, a diversion from the serious
business of life, and become — yes — a god which must feed on our
worship for its survival.

There are of course some well-known Christian sportsmen and women,
and | thank the Lord for them. Pray for them, that they may point their
team-mates, rivals and fans to the true God and away from the worship
of sport.

Your sincere friend and Vicar

Charles Mason

Carol Service: Advance Notice
Because the final of the FIFA World Cup is taking place on
I8 December, we are holding our Christmas Carol Service the
day before, Saturday 17 December, at the usual time of 6 pm.
Please make a note of this now, and don’t get caught out!




WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR NOVEMBER 2022

Date Time Service Sidesmen efc.

6t Nov 08:45 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) at WSL Sue Burridge

3 before 08:45 Holy Communion at Shottesbrooke - ‘The healing of the paralytic’

Advent 10:00 All Age Service with Baptism at WSL MJ Streather
‘Hate to Love’

Hymns / Songs: HON 349, sheet, 278, 321a
Reading: Junior reader - John 3.16-21
18:00 Choral Evensong at WSL Pat Woodford
‘The way, the truth and the life’ Int: Chris Woodhams
Hymns: AMNS 8, 128, 170, 6 Ps: 40
Setting: Wood in D, Vesper - Shaw Resp: Reading
Anthem: O Lorde the maker of al thing - Joubert (NCA316)
Reading: Pat Woodford - Isaiah 46.5-13
Reading: Tony Boyd - John 14.1-14

12"Nov  13:00 Come and Sing — workshop (singers - see advert)
Saturday 18:00 Fauré Requiem — performance
(free entry, retiring collection for British Legion)

13t Nov  08:45 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) af WSL Angela Sage
Remembrance 09:45 Service of Remembrance at WSL church John & Ann Skidmore
Sunday ‘Taking sides’ Int: Rob Lyman

Hymns: on sheet (SG650,HON328,AMNS295,293)
Anthem: Almighty and everlasting God — Gibbons (NCA18)
Reading: John Skidmore - Psalm 89.5-18

10:45 Service at the War Memorial
with the WSL Silver Band

20t"Nov  08:45 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) at WSL David Crawley-Boevey
Christ the King 08:45 Morning Prayer at Shottesbrooke
‘Friend of sinners, Lord of the Sabbath’
09:15 St Lawrence Café in the Neville Hall - all welcome
10:30 Morning Worship at WSL - ‘Faithfulness to God’ Bertie Gilbart-Smith
Hymns: HON 270, 124, 10 Int: Harsha Mason
Anthem: Lord | trust thee — Handel (NCA228)
Reading: Bertie Gilbart-Smith - Malachi 2.1, 7-17
18:00 Evening Worship - online ‘The day of the Lord’

27t Nov  08:45 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) at WSL Rob Lyman
Advent 1 10:00 Parish Communion at WSL - ‘Just and Generous?’ MJ Streather
Hymns: AMNS 31, 102, 384, 239 Int: Charles Mason

Anthem: O Lord my God to thee — Arcadelt (NCA293) Svr: Harsha Mason
Reading: MJ Streather - Malachi 3.1-12
Reading: Prue Williams - Matthew 25.14-29




Parish Register - November 2022

Funeral: 29" September Derek Titford (83)
Burial of Ashes: 23" September Connie Turner
Village Diary - November 2022
Date Time What? Where?
2 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall
3rd 10:00-11:30am 3G (also 10%, 17, 24t") Neville Hall
8th 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
128 1:00pm “Come and Sing” workshop WSL Church
12 6:00pm “Come and Sing” performance WSL Church
13 9:45am Service of Remembrance WSL Church
13 10:45am Service at the War Memorial War Memorial
20" 9:15-10:45am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
Future Dates of Interest
Date
17" December 2022 Carol Service (WSL Church) — Note change of date
18 December 2022 Junior Choir Nativity, WSL Church
13" May 2023 WSL Choral Festival
25™ May 2023 WSL vs SR Golf Match
Parish Council Meeting Dates
5% November (site Meetings are normally held in The Neville Hall
visits) starting at 7.00pm.

8" November
Full minutes, including planning, highways and

6" December other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged
versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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TO ALL SUNDAY MORNING DOG WALKERS - bring
your dog to the St Lawrence Café!!!

Starting with the November café, we 2
have decided to set up the foyer of the
Neville Hall with tables and chairs,
doggie water bowls and maybe even
some treats, so that those of you who
are out walking your dogs on a Sunday
morning can call in and sit in the
warmth and have a tea, coffee or even breakfast. Naturally,
dogs will have to be well-behaved, supervised and kept on a
lead, and may be in the foyer only, but we hope that for some of
you this will be a welcome addition to the café’s existing
contribution to the community.

Village Through Time - Help Wanted!

The editor is hoping to start including a regular “Village Through Time” Lych
Gate feature in the near future. Yes, it has been done before on an ad hoc
basis but here at Lych Gate Central we would like to see it become a
permanent fixture. To this end, any photos, articles, anecdotes, or general
ramblings associated with our community’s recent or not so recent history
that you think may be appropriate will be gratefully received. Please send to
the editor:

Steve Bowe — editor@wsl.link

Please note that all published content will be at the editor’s discretion and
subject to the usual rules of suitability and space restrictions.

Thank you in advance!




Community Speedwatch Update

COMMUNITY POLICE
BYis| SPEED WATCH |
AREA

What s it: A national initiative where, in partnership with the police, members
of communities use detection devices to monitor local vehicle speeds.
Volunteers report drivers exceeding the speed limit to the police with the aim
of educating drivers to slow down.

Where is it: Across 13 sites in the Parish, utilising 16 volunteers

What happens if | get caught: There are 2 components: The no. of offences
and the speed at time of offence

Letters are sent by Thames valley Police (TVP) to the owner, wording
dependent whether 15t or 2" offence and the speed. On the third offence, or
if the speed exceeds 100% of the limit, a visit from a Police officer

Who has been caught: The team have estimated at least 25 occasions where
locals have been caught breaking the speed limit, and whose details have been
recorded by TVP

Statistics: Since its inception in Feb 2022, 590 vehicles have exceeded the
speed limit over 47 sessions

The highest speeds were 55mph in a 30mph Zone & 64mph in a 40mph zone

Speed Limit
30mph  40mph
Highest recorded Speed 55 64
Average speeder 40 50
Avg. speeders/session 14 6
Avg. % speeders/session  91% 36%

If you hit a pedestrian:
e at 40 mph there is a 90 percent chance they will be killed.
e at 30 mph there is a 20 percent chance they will be killed.
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Wednesday Club - It’s Magic!

On 5% October, more than 30 members of
the Wednesday Club thoroughly enjoyed a
fascinating talk on the History of Magic and
demonstration of magic by Robert Bone, a
professional magician and mind reader. He
explained how Magic (with a k) has evolved
over centuries from the spells of witch
doctors, through the card sharps and clever
illusionists who would travel with circuses
and fairs in the Victorian age, to the more
sophisticated and technical magic of the
television era. The early magicians would
depend upon sleight of hand and the
gullibility of their audience to make a good
living with tricks such as Find the Lady and
Cups and Balls. He mentioned early magicians such as Robert-Houdin, a
successful French pioneer, and the famous escapologist Harry Houdini.

He illustrated each of the different types of magic with a practical
demonstration with the cooperation of willing volunteers from the audience.

He “borrowed” a wedding ring which he then produced from his pocket
attached to his car keys; he successfully read the mind of one surprised
member, and he picked randomly chosen cards from several authentic looking
packs. We learnt interesting facts about the history of magic and some of the
tricks of the trade!

Robert was very happy to answer questions at teatime and kept us all amused
with his anecdotes. A most entertaining and unusual meeting, much
appreciated by all present.

Prue Williams
Next meeting:

Wednesday 2"¢ November, a Talk on Eastern Travels by Jackie Grueneberg
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What’s Happening this Month

Wednesday Club

All welcome at the Wednesday Club on the 2"
November at 2:30pm in the Neville Hall. This
! month we have what promises to be a
fascinating talk from Jackie Grueneberg on
! Eastern Travels!

3G

3G stands for 3 generations. This friendly group meets
on a Thursday in the Neville Hall 10-11:45am and is for
anyone who would like to pop in for a cuppa, chat,
company, or some play.

Just come along. Grandpas, mums, toddlers all are
welcome and bring a friend!

Junior Choir

WSL Junior Choir meet Thursdays 6.15pm at the
Neville Hall. Children of primary school age are
all welcome to join.

Our Superstar Nativity this year will be on
Sunday 18" December and rehearsals start
Thursday 3" November. Come along to be part
of the fun.

To join up contact Fiona:
pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk / 07793 563204
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