A Word from the Editor...

I hope you all had a good Easter; the chocolate eggs and bunnies have all been
devoured and the subsequent pangs of guilt and gastric turmoil have subsided. The
year is well into its stride now and despite some rather unpredictable temperatures,
spring has now transformed our local area with colourful blooms, uplifting birdsong,
and footpaths that can finally be navigated without industrial waders, ropes and tackle.
It’s fortuitous that the weather is getting warmer with the current price of heating oil
on which so many of us depend. Let’s hope some sanity returns to the world soon.

On to May’s parochial tome — in his ever-commendable efforts to improve our souls,
Revd Nnamdi has prepared a fine piece on the importance and benefits of serving
others (p4). A very informative presentation on Waltham Place was enjoyed by The
Wednesday Club in April (p10) detailing a rich history that many will be unaware of and
Mr Errington has penned a thorough review of everything that has been happening
during spring term at the school (p22) which is well worth a read.

Coming up this month, please do try and support the first trial session of the new PG
Games Club on the 1% (p20) and the ladies are gearing up for the first Church Teas of
the year on the 4™ (p9). And on the 16, we have one of our major annual events. Our
tireless choirmaster Simon has led by example and actually taken the trouble to consult
our allied choirs in advance, in order to assemble a coalition of willing singing troupes
for the upcoming Choral Festival (p14). Whatever your musical predilections, do come
on down, relax and just enjoy the “beautiful noise”, | hope to join you there.

There’s more — granola bars from the Village Show team (p16), become a registered
supporter of WSL Church (p17), and the IWFS is holding an extra special wine tasting
event at the Neville Hall on the 22" - a must for all wine buffs (p21). It’s also that time
of year when the WSL Charities open their coffers for those who need help with their
education costs — more on how to hold your cap in hand and ask nicely on p25.

Please enjoy the month of May and all its events and darling buds, and let’s hope the
weather holds fair. Finally, | feel obliged to publish an apology to Alex Barfield, whom |
appear to have wronged in the last magazine by referring to him as an “ex” sheriff. After
glaring at me and stating he is in fact a “former” sheriff, he attempted to formersplain
the difference with great zeal, but much beer had flowed and | was occupied with far
weightier matters - in particular what type of naans we should order with our curry...
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A Life of Service

Disneyland is referred to as ‘the Magic
Kingdom.” For those who work there, one
value is emphasised above all others. It is
what puts the ‘magic’ into that kingdom.
What is it? Servanthood! Employees are told
that when you walk through those gates, you
serve. You treat every encounter with people
as if they were your personal guest. If they
need directions, you escort them. If they ask
a question that you have heard a hundred times, you answer it as if you
have never heard it before. There’s a ride called the Jungle Cruise, and the
most common question asked about it is, ‘How long is this ride? So, the Staff
is given a prepared, standard answer. ‘The jungle Cruise is an exciting
adventure ride that last 10 minutes.’

But one employee had been asked it once too often, so when a couple
asked, ‘How long is the Jungle Cruise?’ He said, ‘Three days.” The couple got
out of the line, left the park, went back to Disney hotel where they were on
their honeymoon, packed up their suitcases, checked out, and came back
to the line at the Jungle Cruise. The next day the Disneyland employee was
gone, and someone else was standing at the line saying, ‘The Jungle Cruise
is an exciting adventure ride that last 10 minutes.” When you represent
God's Kingdom, you are supposed to go out of your way to facilitate people,
love them and meet their needs. Why? Because Jesus, who is the king in
the kingdom, said, ‘the son of man did not come to be served but to serve.
Matthew 20:28’

Life is service, the life of Jesus and his disciples was a life of service.
Matthew was already providing a public service; Jesus called him to follow
and be his apostle. He is to change from exploiting the people to giving
them a selfless service. He will soon be termed Friend of Sinners in his new
life of being a bridge to his past associates. The Christian life is not a
popularity contest. Following Jesus’ example, we should share the gospel
and serve the poor, immoral, lonely and outcast not just the rich, moral,
popular and powerful.



Matthew left a tax collecting job and followed Jesus. Sometimes the
decision to follow Jesus requires difficult and painful choices. Matthew’s
experience points out that each of us from the beginning is one of God’s
works in progress. Much of what God has for us is given long before we
were able to consciously respond to him. He trusts us with skills and abilities
ahead of schedule. He has made each of us capable of being his servant.
When we trust him with what he has given us, we begin a life of real
adventure. Matthew couldn’t have known that God would use the very
skills he had sharpened as a tax collector to record the greatest story ever
told. And God has no less meaningful a purpose for each of us. Have you
recognised Jesus saying to you, ‘Follow me?’ What has been your response?

‘I slept and dreamt that life was joy, | woke and saw that life was service, |
acted and behold service was joy----' Rabindranath Tagore. There is a great
connectedness of life, and this is easily seen when we live a life of service.
Waltham St. Lawrence, Shurlock Row and Shottesbrooke are blessed with a
team of volunteers who selflessly sacrifice their time, treasure and talent.
These selfless volunteers are the backbone of these two churches, offering
their time, energy, and talents without expecting recognition or reward.
Their service creates a transformative impact, fostering a vibrant,
supportive community and allowing the church to fulfil its mission of
service. Waltham St. Lawrence church recognised all their sacrifices on
Helpers Sunday which was well attended by our volunteers. Volunteering
is often seen as a selfless act, but what many people don’t realize is that it’s
also a powerful way to improve one’s own life. Whether it’s helping at a
local shelter, tutoring students, or supporting church or non-profit
initiatives, volunteering offers numerous benefits that can positively impact
your well-being, career, and social life.

Those who want to live meaningfully and well, must help enrich the lives of
others, for the value of a life is measured by the lives it touches. And those
who choose to be happy must help others to find happiness, for the welfare
of each is bound up with the welfare of all. Call it a principle of success, call
it a law of life, the fact is, none of us truly wins, until we all win!

Reuvd Nnovnmdiv Madukos  Vicar, Waltham St Lawrence & Shottesbrooke.



SERVICE CALENDAR MAY 2026

Date Time Service Sidesmen eftc.
JdMay 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Easter 5 Reading: Acts 7:55-end Richard S
Reading: John 14:1-14 Catherine S
10:30 All Age Service - 'The way to the Father' Canmilla B
Hymns: HON 354, 125, 206
Reading: Acts 7:55-end Junior Reader
18:00 Choral Evensong Rob L
Hymns: AMNS 122, 223, 161, 6 Int: Chris W
Resp: Reading  Setting: Sumsion in A
Anthem: Da Nobis Pacem - Arvo Part (sheet)
Reading: Zechariah 4:1-10 Tony Boyd
Reading: Revelation 21:1-14 Rob L
10t May 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Rob L
Easter6  10:00 Parish Communion - ‘Promise of Holy Spirit' Anne-Marie McE
Hymns: AMNS 157, 106, 112, 89 Int: Anna A
Anthem: Pie Jesu - Rutter Svr: Andy H
Reading: Acts 17:22-31 Rosemary McG
Reading: John 14:15-21 Rupert McG
14t May 20:00 Ascension Day Communion - 'Taken to Heaven' TBA
Ascension Hymns: AMNS 86, 130, 87, 101
Anthem: God is gone up - Hutchings (sheet)
Reading: Acts 1:1-11 Simon Shaw
Reading: Luke 24:44-end Christopher K
16t May 18:00 Choral Festival Concert - in aid of TearFund
17t"May 08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Easter 7 Reading: Acts 1:6-14 John S
Reading: John 17:1-11 Vikki B
09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)
10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter) - ‘Jesus prays for himself' Bertie G-S
Hymns: AMNS 144, 263, 140 Int: Roger H
Anthem: Pray that Jerusalem - Stanford (NCA) Svr: David C-B
Reading: Acts 1::6-14 Bertie G-S
24t May 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Angela S
Pentecost 10:00 Parish Communion - 'Come Holy Spirit' Fiona P
Hymns: AMNS 93, 264, 156, 101 Int: Fiona P
Anthem: Come Holy Ghost - Attwood (NCA) Svr: Chris W
Reading: Acts 2:1-21 Juanita T
Reading: John 20:19-23 Amarachukwu M
31stMay 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) David C-B
Trinity 10:00 Sung Matins - 'The Holy Trinity' MJ S
Sunday Hymns: AMNS 196, 89, 118, 205 Int: Chinwendu M

Introit: All the earth shall bow down - Walker

Resp: Ferial ~ Setting: Venite (22), Te Deum (Oakeley)
Anthem: Jubilate Deo - Shaw (sheet)

Reading: Isaiah 40.12-17, 27-end MJ S

Reading: Matthew 28:16-20 Prue W
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Parish Register

[No entries for this month]

Village Diary - May 2026

Date Time What? Where?

1%t 5:00pm PG Games Club Neville Hall
4th 2:30pm Church Teas WSL Church
6t 2:30pm Wednesday Club Tea Party Cricket Club
6t 7:30pm Bell Ringing Practice (+13™, 20", WSL /

279 Shottesbrooke
7t 10:00am 3G (+14%™, 215, 28") Neville Hall
7= 6:15pm Junior Choir (+14%, 215Y) Neville Hall
Al 7:30pm Choir Practice (+14™, 21°t, 28%") WSL Church
12*  7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
16" 6:00pm WSL Choral Festival WSL Church
17" 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
22" 6:45pm Wine and Food Society Supper Neville Hall

Future Dates of Interest

13" June 2026 Summer Fete

4t July 2026 Party in the Parish
12t/26'™ July 2026  Teas on the Church Lawn
1%t/2" August 2026 WSL Choir at St Albans
9th/23" August Teas on the Church Lawn
6" September 2026  WSL Village Show

Parish Council Meeting Dates

12" May Meetings are normally held in The Neville
Hall starting at 7.00pm.

9™ June

7t July Full minutes, including planning, highways and
0 other detailed matters are available to view on

47 Aug the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

8" Sep versions will be published in The Lych Gate.
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