Welcome to May! | hope everyone had a pleasant Easter and the eggs and bunnies
were flowing. Here on the bridge of the starship Lych Gate there is enough chocolate
floating around to last the rest of the year. At least, there would be for someone with
more self-control than your editor. But now Easter is behind us, let’s look forward to
late Spring, with the prospect of blooming foliage, balmy days and temperatures rather
more stable than they have been of late. Here in Halls Lane the picturesque leaves and
branches are already nicely framing our delightful thoroughfare despite some minor
devastation from yet another game of “Satnav Roulette” played out by an HGV recently.

April in the village passed off pretty smoothly it seems. Of note, the Palm Sunday
procession went well (p22) despite a last minute let down when our regular star
Marble the Donkey had a fit of the divas and decided we weren’t deserving of her
talents, so we ended up with a stand in. But it seems Doddle did a cracking job; he will
go far. Also, the Annual Parish Meeting on the 15" was well attended (p24), due in part
no doubt to the “free samples” brought along by Ben, the manager of The Shurlock
Inn. Despite best intentions your editor was unable to attend at the last moment, but
I look forward to seeing (and publishing) the transcripts.

And as a side note, you will see on p20 that the erstwhile High Sheriff of Berkshire —
our very own local lad Alex Barfield - managed to sneak in a visit to the village school
before his tenure was up, but he has now hung up his doublet and hose, and driven his
ceremonial sword into a stone to be drawn by the rightful heir. A job well done Alex!

Things are ramping up in May too. On the 5" we have a special Church Lawn Teas in
honour of the VE Day anniversary — more details on this and future teas dates on p8.
The Wednesday Club are being cautiously released into the wild again for an outing to
Stanlake Park winery on the 7" — with a full range of delicious wines desperately in
need of tasting, what could possibly go wrong? And on the 17, the annual WSL Choral
Festival once again fills our beautiful church with spine-tingling choral music. There’s a
packed program of choirs and works (p18) - | urge you to go and support the efforts of
our hard-working musical team who arrange this annual event for your pleasure.

Until next time, enjoy May with its lush green countenance and surfeit of bank
holidays. I'm off to the chocolate stash to apply more of that legendary self-control...
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Thoughts from the Church

We Are Easter People!

The famous Easter quote, often attributed to Pope John Paul I,
is "We are an Easter people, and Alleluia is our song," which
emphasizes the Christian message of hope and resurrection. In
this issue we celebrate Easter and the message of new life and
hope in Jesus. The resurrection was the turning point, the
experience of Easter laid a foundation of the church. The church would not have come
into existence if the resurrection were not true. Easter is a time we celebrate Jesus’
victory over the powers of evil and death. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is an event
in history. It happened on a certain day, had monumental consequences for all that has
happened since. It changed the lives of those who were its witnesses, the lives of those
to whom they witnessed, the history of Empires, the calendar, ethics, philosophy and
all human history since, in one way or another. Within weeks, it had led to the start of
the church, which is now in every country, with over two billion people.

And yet many people treat it as a meaningful myth, not an event. So why should we
believe it? Why should we believe that it happened? Well, there are numerous reasons
but here’s a few to start with. We believe it because the body of Jesus was never found.
If it had been there, it could so easily have been used to disprove the claims of the
disciples. ‘He has not risen. Here he is. Here's his body!” We believe it because if the
disciples had stolen the body - one of the stories going around at the beginning -
someone would have talked. Look how hard it is for a secret to be kept in any
organisation. Put that secret, this extraordinary secret, in the hands of avowedly weak
and frightened and powerless people and imagine how likely it would be to remain a
secret. They weren’t brave, these early disciples. They would have told people as soon
as they were put under pressure and questioned. The main leaders were not naturally
good people: one was bribed and eleven ran away or denied Jesus. And there were
hundreds of other witnesses.

We believe it because the disciples - these cowards, these run-aways, these ‘I've never
known him’ types - were so changed three days later. Something literally out of this
world had changed them. We believe it because people ever since have been changed,
that they know this person Jesus, love him and give their lives for the truth of the
resurrection, including millions around the world.

Jesus Christ is the one person who has shaped today’s world more than anyone else. As
Christians we believe that Jesus fulfils each of these universal human longings in ways
nothing else can. Jesus gives us an identity that connects us rather than isolating us.
He is the only one who can provide a moral norm (his own character) that doesn’t
descend into moralism. He alone brings a finished, accomplished deliverance rather
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than one we must perform for ourselves. He is one thing you can live for that does not
enslave but actually liberates you. Thomas -one of Jesus’ disciples was a man with
doubts and questions. He wasn’t going to believe that Jesus had risen from the dead
until he put his fingers in his nail marks. He did not understand what Jesus was saying
when he said he was leaving to prepare a place for them. In Thomas we see a doubt
with an open mind which is an element of faith. His later encounter with the
resurrected Jesus engineered him to go beyond the Roman Empire to bring Christianity
to the Middle East and southern Asia, including what is now India and Sri Lanka where
he is considered a Patron Saint.

We will always have questions, and in a rapidly changing culture even more so. Christian
faith is not about having the perfect answer for everything, but about a person who
showed us how our deepest longings find their answer in a relationship with Him. He is
the magnet. In his book, “Making Faith Magnetic”, Daniel Strange argues that there are
five things which all human beings are searching for, which draw us like magnets.

e Totality: Is there more to life? How can | be connected to something bigger.

e Norm: Is there a right way to live?

e Deliverance: Is there a way out of this messiness? How can | deal with death?

e Destiny: Dol have a destiny? Am | a puppet or free?

e Higher Power: Is there something / someone sacred beyond this material world?
Who is ultimately in control?

Some have wondered whether our secular age has done away with these magnets.
Many do not believe in a higher power. We are sometimes told that we can live our
lives any way we want to, as long as we don’t harm anyone. And yet the same people
who protest that they don’t need some higher purpose in life, often find meaning in
belonging to a group or a cause. If we dig a little deeper, we may find that we are all
yearning for those magnetic points. We all have universal itches, and they can be doors
into faith. St Augustine seemed to have come to the end of himself when he said, ‘You
have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in you.” May
the power that raised Jesus from the death quicken our mortal bodies.

The resurrection is not just an event in history. It is the most powerful event in history:
our past history, the history we are living today, and the history we are yet to know.
Because the tomb is empty, our hearts are full. That means eternal life, eternal hope,
eternal joy. It means lives that are changed today, and lives that will have value through
eternity. We are Easter people because the resurrection of Jesus shows that suffering,
disappointment and death can be transformed into new life. On this Easter, | revel in
the sweet sound of your amazing grace, which saved a wretch like me. Thank you that
| can always find shelter in the bounty of your great love and forgiveness.

Reuvd Nimamdic Madukao - Vicar, Waltham St Lawrence & Shottesbrooke.
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WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE

SERVICE CALENDAR MAY 2025

Date  Time Service Sidesmen efc.
4t May 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Easter 3 Reading: Acts 9.1-6 Katherine H
Reading: John 21.1-19 Nic H
10:00 All Age Service with Baptism Camilla B
Hymns: HON 277a, 325, 206 Int: Fiona P

Reading: Acts 9.1-6 Junior Reader

11:30 Annual Parochial Church Meeting

18:00 Choral Evensong
Hymns: AMNS 159(t62), 8, 472 (Coe Fen) Ps 30 (Hayes) Int: Rob L
Introit: Christ the Lord is Risen - Shaw
Resp: Ferial Setting: Chants (Walmisley, Baker)
Anthem: The strife is o'er - Ley (NCA)
Reading: Isaiah 38.9-20 Pat W
Reading: John 11.17-44 Tony Boyd

5th May 14:30 Church teas

11t May 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Angela S
Easter 4 10:00 Parish Communion Anne-Marie McE
Hymns: AMNS 85, 230, 81, 428 Int: Fiona P
Anthem: If ye love me - Tallis (NCA) Svr: Andy H

Reading: Acts 9.36-43 Juanita T
Reading: John 10.22-30 Christopher K
17t May 18:00 Choral Festival Concert - see advert for details
18th May 08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) at Shottesbrooke
Easter 5 Reading: Acts 11.1-18 Simon Smith
Reading: Revelation 21.1-6 Vikki B
09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)
10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter) MJ S
Hymns: HON 9 (omit 5,6), 96(t131), 15 Int: Chinwendu M
Anthem: The day draws on with golden light - Bairstow (NCA)  Svr: Bertie G-S
Reading: Acts 11.1-18 MJ S

25t May 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Rob L
Easter 6 10:00 Parish Communion Bertie G-S
Hymns: AMNS 342, 374, 503(t287), 241 Int: Simon S
Anthem: Let all the world - Gilbert (OEA) Svr: Chris W

Reading: Acts 16.9-15 Bertie G-S
Reading: John 14.23-29 Prue W
1st Jun 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) at Shottesbrooke
Easter 7 10:30 All Age Service details TBC Camilla B
18:00 Choral Evensong details TBC David C-B

Vicar - Revd Nnamdi Maduka — 01189 977988 or vicar@wslchurch.uk
(Music matters — Simon Shaw - 07717 472974 or simon.shaw@wslIchurch.uk)
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Parish Register

[No entries for this month]

Village Diary - May 2025

Date Time What? Where?
1st 10:00am 3G (and 8™, 15t, 229) Neville Hall
1%t 6:15pm Junior Choir (and 8™, 15, 22) Neville Hall
1st 7:30pm Choir Practice (and 8%, 15, 22, 29th) WSL Church
5th 2:30pm VE Teas on the Church Lawn WSL Church
6t 7:00pm Annual Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
il 2:30pm Wednesday Club Outing Stanlake Park
7t 7:30pm Bell ringing practice (and 14, 21, 28™)  WSL/
Shottesbrooke
17t 6:00pm WSL Choral Festival WSL Church
18" 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall

Future Dates of Interest

7t June 2025 WSL/SR Summer Fete
5t July 2025 Party in the Parish
261/27" July 2025 WSL Choir at Bath Abbey

7t September 2025 WSL Village Show
13" September 2025  Walthams Cup 2025

Parish Council Meeting Dates

61" May (APCM) Meetings are normally held in The Neville
Hall starting at 7.00pm.

10" June
8™ July Full minutes, including planning, highways and
5t August other detailed matters are available to view on

the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

h
9% September versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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Summer Teas on the Church Lawn

Please join us for our first teas of this year on
Monday 5t May - 2.30pm to 4.30 pm

Join old friends and new to enjoy tea and cake in our
beautiful church grounds.

Our summer 2025 dates are:

Sunday 6" July
Sunday 20t July
Sunday 3™ August
Sunday 24t August

Your generous donations go towards the upkeep of our
beautiful village church.

The ‘Teas Team’ look forward to welcoming you.
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Everyone is welcome at the

$t Lawrence Café
3 Sunday 18"

i

May,

9015 tO 10045 in
the Neville Hall.

Come and chat
with friends, read
the papers,

(even bring your dog!) and have

BREAKFAST
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Bacon, sausages, baked beans,
rolls, fruit, juice, pastries,
croissants, cheese, toast,

vogurt, tea & coffee etc.

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by
members of the village and held on the third Sunday of

each month. Many thanks go to our sponsors

(Christopher,

Linda, Pete &
Francesca, Richard and
Hilary), to all the Café team
helpers and especially to YOU
for supporting it.
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