| very much hope everyone had an enjoyable Easter. This year the Lych Gate Towers
Banqueting Suite hosted the whole clan of Editors and Editors in law and a merry time was
had by all. However, | was reminded as the day wore on that too much red wine and chocolate
combined can adversely affect even the finest specimen of highly toned physical perfection.

Anyway, Spring is running a little late this year, or so it seems, but finally the whole area is
starting to look lush and green rather than brown and wet. The lambs in the fields are in full
fettle (having come out of hiding after the Easter weekend no doubt), and the leaves on the
trees have started to outnumber the potholes in the roads. These portals to the underworld
seem to be appearing everywhere at the moment. We had a particularly wholesome one a
while ago outside the guardhouse for Lych Gate Park East, causing problems for the carriage
wheels of visiting dignitaries. Initially, we tried the old-fashioned solution, which is to grumble
about it a lot down at the pub. But when that failed to fix the problem, it was reported online
to RBWM. Much to my surprise it was fixed in fairly short order. So | urge you to do the same
if you are similarly troubled, and help keep our byways in good condition.

Plenty to look forward to in May - notably of course, the Coronation. It's a real pleasure to
see the village already decked out in red, white, and blue for the approaching festivities.
Things all kick off with the WSL Church Flower Festival on Saturday 6th, which happens to
clash with the King’s big day. We did have a word with His Majesty, but he stubbornly refused
to move the date. Honestly - who does he think he is? So, a solution has been devised. You
can now enjoy the flowers AND the Coronation at the same time in WSL Church on the big
screen TV. A great way to watch this historic national event from the heart of your community
and refreshments will be on hand. What's not to like?

And of course, the main party is on Sunday 7th based at the Neville Hall, The Pound and
surrounding areas. Please do get your tickets if you haven’t already, it's going to be a great
day (see www.wslsrevents.com for latest details). Let’s hope the weather is in a good mood.

I would also like to give a shout out for the Choral Festival on the 13th. Even if you think it's
not your kind of thing, don’t dismiss the opportunity to withess what | know from experience
will be some exceptional virtuosity on display, punching far above its weight. We are privileged
to have such a capable and passionate team putting this kind of event together for us.

Finally, do take a look on page 9, the auction of Jim Humphrey’s walking stick. An opportunity
to bid for something exquisite, local, and totally unique - all in a good cause.

And with that, onwards with the very merry month of May! I'll see you at the party....
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My dear Friends

Letter from The Parsonage

Once, not in Waltham St Lawrence or Shottesbrooke,
as part of a ‘stewardship campaign’ | compiled a list —
with boxes to tick — of ways in which church members
might serve God and his church. Happy with my work,
| printed it off and distributed it to the congregation
one Sunday morning. Almost immediately afterwards
someone came up to me and criticized me for not
including ‘private prayer’. So why didn’t I?

There was one very practical reason: that | didn’t want to make the list
so alarmingly long that people wouldn’t bother to read it and tick the
boxes, and | certainly wanted to keep it within the 297mm of a piece of
A4 paper. But there was another reason, a more serious one: it is that
prayer is basic to the life of every Christian. So | reckoned that asking
people if they could pray was a bit like their doctor asking them if they
ever breathed!

On the other hand, we could probably all pray more, and more
effectively. Because we don’t know — or at least | don’t know — how
prayer works, ‘what God does with our prayers’ so to speak, it is easy
to think we can cut down on it and that it won’t matter if we do. | know
in my own experience how hard it is to pray when | have 101 things |
must do. But | am truly convinced that if our prayers are feeble and few,
our lives will suffer. That applies to us personally and to the church.
“You do not have because you do not ask,” says the apostle James
(James 4,2).

When | was at theological college a lot of my friends had humorous
animal posters on the walls of their rooms. | think it was rather the thing
in the late 1970s, which | know dates me! My favourite was of a hippo
wallowing in shallow muddy water, its huge mouth wide open in a yawn.
The caption read:

When all’s said and done, there’s a lot more said than done.

| suspect that’s as true about prayer as anything else. We know we
should pray, we claim it makes a difference, we promise to pray for
other people, and yet... well, the hippo says it all. Five minutes in the
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morning as we gulp our breakfast or travel to work. No doubt there are
glowing exceptions amongst us!

If you want to improve your prayer life, why not start by setting yourself
a target of at least so many minutes a day, and because most of us have
some kind of routine, that probably means also choosing a particular
time. Naturally you will pray for yourself, your personal concerns and
your loved ones. If you have the wellbeing of our Benefice at heart, pray
for it also: its officers and PCC, church members and those who live in
the community, its worship, its witness, and its service to local people,
especially those in need. Particularly it would be good to pray about the
next chapter of ordained ministry here after | move on in July.

People often wonder, understandably, whether God can do anything
about their problems. Will he really ‘deliver’? | believe he will because
he has promised it:

Call on me in the day of trouble; | will deliver you, and you shall
glorify me. (Psalm 50.15).

We have a God who cares about our well-being in this life as well as
wanting us to be with him in the next. God does answer prayer — about
money, health, work, relationships, and lots of other things. I've
experienced it myself, and in my job | am often specially privileged to
hear about how God has helped others. A man who was asked whether
he didn’t think his so-called answers to prayer were just coincidence
replied, “Maybe, but | find that when | pray more coincidences happen!”

| won’t pretend, though, that God always delivers us by solving the
problems. Often his help is in making us see that we still have much to
be thankful for, that our difficulties can be overcome, and that our day
of trouble will end. A spirit of patience, calm and hope is not the least
of his gifts to those who call upon him.

Jesus said: “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you” (Matthew 7.7). Let’s take him at his word.

Your sincere friend and Vicar

Charles Mason



SERVICE CALENDAR MAY 2023

WALTH&M ST AWRENJ CE AND SH@TT&SBR@@KE

Date  Time Service Sidesmen efc,

7t May 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Sue Burridge
Easter 5 08:45 Holy Communion at Shottesbrooke — ‘Things hidden and revealed’

10:00 Coronation Celebration Service Bertie Gilbart-Smith

Introit: This is the day — Shaw Int: Christopher King

Hymns: HON 310, 139, 31, 432

Anthem: Coronation Day — Carr (combined choirs)
Reading: Psalm 72.1-7, 15-19 Bertie Gilbart-Smith
(no Choral Evensong)

13t May 18:00 Choral Festival Concert (see poster)

14t May 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Angela Sage
Easter 6 10:00 Parish Communion - ‘Jesus — Son and Priest’ Camilla Beech
Hymns: AMNS 279, 120, 202, 262 Int: Harsha Mason
Anthem: Cast thy burden — Mendelssohn (sheet) Svr: Chris Woodhams

Reading: Hebrews 5.1-14 Simon Shaw
Reading: John 5.19-24 Christopher King

18t May 20:00 Holy Communion TBA
Ascension Hymns: 87, 163, 260(om v3), 263
Day Anthem: Above all praise — Mendelssohn (NCA10)

Reading: Acts 1.1-11 Peter Spencer
Reading: Mark 16.14-20 Christopher King

21st May 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Andrew Campbell
Easter 7 08:45 Morning Prayer at Shottesbrooke — ‘The mustard seed... the storm’
09:15 St Lawrence Café (Neville Hall) All Welcome!
10:30 Morning Worship - “/ threw it all away” MJ Streather
Hymns: HON 360, 315a, 211 Int: Chris Woodhams
Anthem: Rise up my love — Healey Willan (sheet)
Reading: Hebrews 6.1-12 MJ Streather
18:00 Evening Worship online — ‘The Ascension’

28t May 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) David Crawley-Boevey
Pentecost10:00 Parish Communion — ‘Melchizedek and Jesus’ Ann and John Skidmore
Hymns: 194, 89, 156(ii), 233 Int: Rob Lyman
Anthem: If ye love me — Tallis (NCA177) Svr: Harsha Mason

Reading: Hebrews 7.1-19 John Skidmore
Reading: John 6.41-51 Fiona Penn

Communion music this month — St Lawrence Mass (Shaw)
Vicar — Charles Mason Organist — Peter Spencer Choir— Simon Shaw  Junior Choir — Fiona Penn




Parish Register

Funeral: 28™ March Adam Bennett (51)
Village Diary - May 2023
Date Time What? Where?
3rd 2:30pm  Wednesday Club Neville Hall

(talk by Village Show judge)
3rd 7:30pm  Bell ringing practice WSL /

(also 10t, 17,24t and 31%) Shottesbrooke
4th 10:00am 3G (also 11, 18™ and 25%) Neville Hall
4th 6:15pm  Junior Choir (also 11*, 18™ and 25™) Neville Hall
6th 9:30am Flower Festival/Big Screen Coronation WSL Church

Watch
o 12:00pm Coronation Party Neville Hall/

The Pound
13%"  6:00pm  Choral Festival WSL Church
20" 2:00pm  WSL School Family Colour Run School Field
21t 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
25" 1:00pm  WSL vs SR Golf Match Castle Royle
Future Dates of Interest
17" June 2023 Village Summer Festival
9t July 2023 Celebration Teas on the church lawn
Parish Council Meeting Dates

13t May (site visits) Meetings are normally held in The Neville Hall

16 May starting at 7.00pm.

6" June Full minutes, including planning, highways and

4% July other detailed matters are available to view on

the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

h
8™ August versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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Own a Piece of Local History!

Why not make a bid for the unique walking stick crafted
by Jim Humphreys, a one-time resident of the parish,
from a broken branch of the magnificent yew tree in the
churchyard?

The sturdy handle incorporates images of an elephant
and a dragon, reminiscent of the years Jim spent in Africa
and Indonesia.

The stick can be viewed in the Neville Hall on Sunday 7th
May during the Coronation celebrations.

Detailed photos in full colour can be found inside the back
cover of this edition!

How to make a bid:

1. Write your name, address and either a ‘phone number or email address
(please write clearly) on a piece of paper or card.

2. Also write what you are prepared to pay for the walking stick. It should
be in pounds sterling (preferably not an exact amount of pounds to avoid
duplication) and should not be expressed in relation to any other bid.

3. Put your bid in a sealed envelope, with the words ‘walking stick’ on the
top left corner, and either send or deliver it to David Crawley-Boevey at
Lewins, The Street, Shurlock Row, RG10 OPR, or place it in the special ‘post
box’ which will be located inside the Neville Hall on Sunday 7th May.

4. The deadline for entries is 6 pm on Monday 8th May 2023.
Whoever makes the highest bid will become the proud owner!
At Jim’s request the proceeds from the sale will be donated to ‘3G’ to

fund their activities which take place in the Neville Hall every Thursday
morning.




Thames Hospice at the Wednesday Club

We were delighted to welcome Richard Goss to the
Wednesday Club on the 5™ April to talk about what
Thames Hospice has to offer. Richard is a volunteer and
Ambassador for the Hospice, previously he had been a
trustee for 8 years. Richard started by saying “It’s the love
and affection above all else that makes the TVH so special.
It's not just care for the patients but for the family too”.

The Hospices values are:

C ompassion for everyone in a safe and caring environment

A mbition, the desire and determination to serve everyone in the community
R espect for everyone’s dignity

E xcellence, committed to excellence in everything we do

The hospice was officially opened by the late queen in November 1987 at Pine
Lodge in Windsor to provide care for people registered with doctors in East
Berkshire and South Bucks. In 2017 a new 28 bed state of the art facility was
built on an 8 acre plot next to Bray lake, with the first patients being admitted
in October 2020. After Covid it was officially opened by the queen in July 2022,
one of her last official engagements. After official events at Windsor castle the
queen ensured the flowers were sent to the hospice.

In October 2022 it was one of 8 (out of 217 hospices in England) rated
outstanding by the Care Quality Commission.

Each room has an ensuite bathroom, smart TV, sofa-bed and private terrace.
There is also family room and bedroom for relatives. Currently only 20 beds
are in use due to a shortage of nursing staff., but a ‘Hospice at home’ service
is provided for those who need care but would like to stay in their own home.

Compassionate care and support is provided by a multidisciplinary team of
doctors, nurses, therapists, social workers and counsellors, providing care
tailored to the individuals needs.

Complementary therapies such as holistic massage, aromatherapy,
reflexology, acupuncture and Reike are also offered. There is a 24-hour
telephone helpline and interpreting service available to patients, carers and
healthcare professionals to provide guidance on symptom control, practical
advice and emotional support. There is also support for children facing
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bereavement. Many of these services are offered to outpatients as well as
inpatients. Visits from patient’s pets can also be provided, including a horse!

In 2019 it cost £8 million a year to run and is likely to be £17 million by next
year. A small amount of money is received from the NHS, the rest from
fundraising, the shops, which includes a Home Furniture store in Reform road
Maidenhead, legacies, donations, the café and lottery. Currently there are over
500 volunteers.

The club made a donation to the Hospice and the collecting tin contained
£207.94.

Branwen Mellors

Next time, on 3rd May at 2.30pm in the Neville Hall, a talk by Mrs Patricia
Williams, a professional judge at Village Shows.

Village Through Time

Our thanks to Angie Carter Sanders for this wonderful photo of WSL Silver Band from
(we think) around 1935-40. It features her relative Jack Hunter (second from right,
middle row), and if you look carefully you can see the name painted on the bass drum.
If anyone can identify other members or pin down the date, please do let us know!
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