We are comfortably into the season of Spring now, as evinced by the profusion of bluebells
and blossoms throughout the area. We have even glimpsed a handful of glorious spring-like
days scattered amongst the April deluges (“showers” doesn’t really do them justice). But the
temperatures have been struggling to come up to expectation, and there are still enough
storms around to keep the maternity unit at the Met Office busy. At the very least, most of the
local swamps have somewhat dried out and your editor is now considering packing away his
wellies and anti-crocodile spray. Let us hope things start to stabilise a bit from now on and
we can really begin enjoying the outdoors.

Plenty has been going on in the village. The Wednesday Club had a visit from some
representatives of the WSL Silver Band who shared a bit of history of the troupe and other
insights into their activities, see the full report on p10. And the Indian Supper Night on the
12th appears to have been a roaring success, raising an extraordinary £600 for the
associated charities - well done to all involved. The church has had a thorough spring clean,
leading the effort were the local band known as “Stuart Scott and the Holy Hoovers”,
presumably taking a break from touring with their chart-topping songs. Anyway, it seems
church cleaning is the new rock’n’roll, see p14 for more about them and how you can become
a member of the fan club to help keep our beautiful House of God in a pristine state. If you
have the time, please do volunteer they can always do with some extra hands.

May is shaping up nicely. The Church Lawn Teas team are back! The ladies have been out
hunting down the finest tea and the cake baking ovens have been humming nicely. The urns
and doyleys will be out in force on the 6th to kick things off for 2024, and there’s a plant stall
for good measure. But if you still desire more foliage after that, pop by Coltmans in The Street
from the 11th to buy some of the plants on offer there, all in aid of church funds. On the 18th
it's the 7th Annual WSL Choral Festival — a highlight of the year for all music lovers and |
urge you to attend if you can. So much hard work goes into this occasion and Seargent Simon
has once again marshalled a crack battalion of performers to ensure a magnificent musical
moment. And to round off the month the long-standing WSL/SR rivalry will be once again put
to the test by whacking some balls around Castle Royle on the 30th, see p16 for details.

Finally, an appeal from all the elves in the Lych Gate Command Centre. We have great plans
for this publication to make it even more spectacular, but could do with a few more advertisers
to enable our grand designs. If you or anyone you know would like your services posted
through the 550+ doors of this parish and beyond, please do get in touch. Otherwise, | may
just have to sell my much-treasured original signed copy of the first Holy Hoovers album...

Issue number 1,182 May 2024
All copy for the June 2024 issue by Friday 17t May 2024 please to the Editor:
Steve Bowe - editor@wsl.link / 07768 328914.
Advertising enquiries to the Business Manager:
Peter Harland-Jones - lychgate98@gmail.com / (0118) 934 0367

The Lych Gate is published by the Parochial Church Council and distributed free to each household in the parish.
Copies are also available at £1.00 each from the church and The Bell. Postal subscriptions within the UK are £25 per
year. For details of subscriptions and advertising rates please contact the Business Manager. Notices or articles for

commercial or other non-charitable causes may be subject to a charge, if accepted for publication. Views expressed
in the magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or the PCC. The publishers do not accept responsibility
for products or services advertised in this magazine and reserve the right to refuse adverts at their sole discretion.

The Lych Gate magazine is printed by Denwal Press, Maidenhead, Berkshire.
Cover Photo: Steve Bowe - Rapeseed field off Halls Lane
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Church News

It started with a donkey
and ended with the hope
that is Easter Day. Last
month’s Lych Gate had
some snhap shots of our
donkey processions, and
Marble and his companion
Shetland Max did us proud,
even making a guest
appearance in church. We made our way through Holy Week and bowed
our heads on Good Friday when Jesus was crucified and then cried
Alleluia as he rose.

The church year reaches a crescendo with Easter celebrations as this is
the heart of Christianity but there is a further event to come in May
which is Ascension Day. This year it is 9t May, when we remember that
Jesus, having appeared to many people, was then taken up to heaven
and the disciples began their work, spreading the good news of Jesus,
his life, and his message. Faith in Jesus is a challenge to all, but it is worth
pondering how did 12 mainly uneducated and poor people manage to
spread his story and message, and cause such an influence on world
history if there was not a divine power and force in play to assist.

As well as the Ascension Day 8pm Sung Communion, we have teas on
the church lawns, Monday 6 May and The Choral Festival Concert on the
18t May - more details inside. We all enjoy the chance to get together
and thank the community for its support through these gatherings. The
Indian Supper night was such a gathering, learning about three charities.
Having sampled an enjoyable supper and learnt more about the area
through the quiz, a sum of £600 was raised to distribute to British Nepal
Society, Kohina Educational Trust, and Nepal Leprosy Trust.




TEAS ON THE CHURCH LAWN

n— The “Teas Team” are back!
The tea urn is primed, the cakes will be
D™ baked, the welcome is warm. We look
JUST MY forward to renewing old acquaintances and
CUP OF TEA meeting new ones as “teas season” arrives!

1t date - Bank Holiday Monday May 6t
@WSL Church 2.30-4.30 pm
with Plant Stall

2"d date - WSL Summer Festival - Tea Tent
Saturday 15" June 2 - 5.30 pm

Future Tea Dates
Sunday 14th July - WSL Silver Band - musical afternoon

Sunday 28th July
Sunday 11th August

Sunday 18th August
(note change of date)




WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE

SERVICE CALENDAR MAY 2024

Date Time Service

5t May 08:45
Easter 6

10:00

18:00

Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
with Phil Watts - 'Crumbs for the Dogs'

Reading: 1 Thess 4 1-8 Jacquie H

Reading: Matt 15. 21-28 Martha H

All Age Service with Phil Watts - 'Four Friends'
Hymns: HON 277a, 325, 206

Reading: Mark 2.1-5, 10-12 Junior Reader

Choral Evensong

Hymns: AMNS 159(162), 8, 472 (Coe Fen) Ps 45
Introit: Locus Iste - Bruckner

Resp: Sanders  Setting: Watson in E

Anthem: Verleih uns Frieden - Mendelssohn (sheet)
Reading: Song of Solomon 4.16-5.2; 8.6,7 Pat W
Reading: Revelation 3.4 to end Tony B

Sidesmen etfc.

MJ S

Bertie G-S
Int: Rob L

9th May 20:00
Ascension
Day

Ascension Day Communion with Phil Watts
Hymns: AMNS 87, 86, 199, 140

Anthem: Choral Hymn - Ley (OEA)

Reading: Acts 1.1-11 Simon Shaw

Reading: Luke 24.44-53 Rupert McG

David C-B
Svr: David C-B

12t May  08:45
Easter7  10:00

Holy Communion (BCP) with Graham Theobald
Parish Communion with Graham Theobald
Hymns: AMNS 80, 329(pt3+dox), 403

Anthem: Jubilate in B flat - Stanford (sheet)
Reading: Acts 1.15-17,21-26 MJ S

Reading: John 17.6-19 Simon Shaw

Andrew C
Ann-Marie McE
Int: Simon S
Svr: Chris W

18t May  18:00

Choral Festival Concert — free admission, retiring collection

19t May  08:45
Pentecost

09:15
10:30

18:00

Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
with Graham Theobald

Reading: Acts 2.1-21 Nic H

Reading: John 15.26-27;16.4b-15 Katherine H
St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)

Parish Communion (Shorter) with Graham Theobald

Hymns: AMNS 216, 266, 163

Anthem: Come down O Love divine - Harris (SAB)
Reading: Acts 2.1-21 David C-B

Evening Worship online

Reading: Ezekiel 36.22-28 Fiona P

John & Ann S
Int: Linda S
Svr: Andy H

Int: Chris W

26 May  08:45
Trinity 10:00
Sunday

Holy Communion (BCP) with Phil Watts

Parish Communion with Phil Watts

Hymns: AMNS 95, 466(t361), 260, 264

Anthem: Lord | Trust Thee - Handel (NCA)
Reading: Ephesians 4.25-26,31-32 Christopher K
Reading: Matt 5.21-37 Rosemary McG

Sue B

Bertie G-S

Int: Anna A
Svr: Bertie G-S
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Parish Register

[No entries for this month]

Village Diary - May 2024

Date Time What? Where?
15t 7:30pm Bell ringing practice (and WSL /

8th 15t 221 7gth) Shottesbrooke
2nd 10:00am 3G (and 9™, 16", 23, 30") Neville Hall
2 6:15pm Junior Choir (and 9%, 16™, 23, 30%) Neville Hall
28 7:30pm Choir Practice (and 9™, 16, 23", 30™)  WSL Church
6t 2:30pm Teas on the Church Lawn WSL Church
8th 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall
11" AM Plant Sale begins Coltmans
14%  7:00pm Annual Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
18t 1:00pm Junior Choir performance WSL Church
18"  6:00pm WSL Choral Festival WSL Church
19" 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
3ot 1:00pm WSL vs SR Golf Match Castle Royle

Future Dates of Interest

15" June 2024 WSL & SR Festival '24

21 July 2024 The Waltham Cup Cricket Match
8™ September 2024 WSL Village Show

28" September 2024 Happy Circus at The School
26/27" October 2024  WSL Choir St Albans Visit

Parish Council Meeting Dates

11* May (Site Visits) Meetings are normally held in The Neville
14th May (APCM) Hall starting at 7.00pm.

4™ June Full minutes, including planning, highways and
th other detailed matters are available to view on

9™ July

the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

versions will be published in the Lych Gate.

7

6" August (Planning)
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the Neville Hall.

Come and chat

with friends, read
the papers, (even
bring your dog!) and have

BREAKFAST

Bacon, sausages, baked
beans, rolls, fruit, juice, pastries,
croissants, cheese, toast, yogurt,

& coffee etc.
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st Lawrence Café
V') Sunday 19t

tea

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by

members of the

village and held on

the third Sunday of

each month. Many
thanks go to our sponsors
(Christopher, Charles, Linda,
Pete & Francesca), to all the
Café team helpers and to YOU
for supporting it.
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PLANTS FOR SALE

AT COLTMANS, THE STREET, WSL

~ FROM 11TH MAY ~

Come in through the gate, past the house, through
the gap by the garage and the plants are opposite
the greenhouse. | can give advice if needed if I'm
around. The plants are all priced (very reasonably!)
and there's an honesty box in the greenhouse
in aid of church funds.

Linda Sykes (07512 291993)
L)
" \




WSL Silver Band at the Wednesday Club

On 10™ April 25 members of the Wednesday Club were delighted to welcome
three members of the Waltham St. Lawrence Silver Band and their president,
Isabelle Crawley-Boevey.

Isabelle explained that she has always loved the sound of Brass Band music and
was honoured to be asked to be President, following in the illustrious footsteps
of Wendy Craig and Margaret Railton. She outlined the history and background
of the Band.

In the Victorian age, the formation of Brass Bands became very popular.

By 1880, there were 500 Brass Bands throughout the country. In 1886, the Rev
Grey Neuville established the WSL Band with many players being drawn from
Hewitts Brewery in Shurlock Row. The first photograph of the Band was taken
in 1905 and the first Committee meeting at Lewins in Shurlock Row in 1908.
There was a national upsurge of interest for the Coronation of King George V
in 1911, but the outbreak of the First World War saw the temporary shutdown
of many Bands. By 1932, interest in playing instruments for Brass Band music
was revived and 4 local Bands were formed. By 1950, the Waltham Silver Band
was established and has been in existence ever since.

We heard details of the Band as it is today from Keith, who plays the tuba
amongst other instruments. There are currently 19 playing members, who
range in age from 17 to 89, and 10 non-playing members. They cover a wide
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variety of music, from classical pieces to music from movies and shows.
Rehearsals take place every week in the Neville Hall when they practice for
their next performance.

They are always pleased to play in the village for the Remembrance Day
procession from the Church to the War Memorial, and for the Village Fete.
From 1996 to 2020, they did an exchange with a Band from Germany. In
alternate years, they visited Friesheim near Cologne to play with the Friesheim
Band and the following year the German Band came here to play for joint
Concerts and other events. This was very popular and a highly successful
exchange.

The 3 musicians gave us an interesting insight into their individual experiences
of playing in the Band.

Debbie, who plays the tenor horn and is a member of the Committee, said she
enjoys playing not just for the music but also for the friendship and
camaraderie amongst members. It is now a very important part of her life.

Frankie joined the Band in 2018, and is one of the youngest members. She has
also found great support from her fellow Band mates. She described how
difficult it was to continue to rehearse and perform virtually during lockdown.
They each played a few bars on their instruments individually and explained
how they fitted into the sound of the traditional Brass Band.

Our thanks go to Debbie, Frankie, Keith and Isabelle for coming to entertain us.

It was a pleasure to hear so many interesting facts about the Waltham St.
Lawrence Silver Band. We are lucky to enjoy their long association with us and
we hope it continues for many years.

They will be playing at the Church Teas at the beginning of July.

Prue Williams

The next Wednesday Club meeting is on the 8" May, when Rupert and
Rosemary McGuigan, in what is sure to be a fascinating talk, will speak about
their trip to the island of St. Helena. As always, visitors are welcome.

1"




Whats Happening in May

Bell Ringing — Wed 1°t, 8th, 15t 22"d and 29" 7:30pm

Bell ringing practice takes place every Wednesday at 7:30 in B
either WSL or Shottesbrooke church, please contact Jacquie '
1

Hazell on 07905 085815 for details. New recruits are welcome!

3G —Thu 2", 9th 16th 23 and 30t" 10:00am

3G runs every Thursday. This friendly group meets in the Neville
Hall 10-11:45am and is for all generations who would like to pop
in for a cuppa, a chat, or some play. Just come along, all welcome.

Junior Choir — Thu 29, 9t 16, 23" and 30t 6: 15pm

Junior Choir rehearses in the Neville Hall every Thursday
during school term time. Any child aged 5-11 is
welcome to join, learn essential skills, make friends, and
hone their vocal cords. Their regular local performances
are a feature of our community. To join up, contact
Fiona on 07793 563204 / pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk

Church Choir — Thu 2", 9th, 16, 23 and 30" 7:30pm

The excellent and hard-working WSL Church Choir
rehearses in the church every Thursday. If you are
interested in joining, some musical ability is helpful, but
passion and enthusiasm are the main requirements.
Contact Simon Shaw on 07717 472974 or simon@wsl.link

Teas on the Church Lawn — Mon 6" 2:30pm (see p5)

The 2024 Church Teas season kicks off on bank
holiday Monday. Come on down and enjoy the
warmest of welcomes from the Teas Team, along
with the finest tea and cake and much more besides,
including a plant stall so you can stock up on foliage.
We also look forward to a fully stocked summer of &
tea and cake from this hard-working crew.
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