A Word from the Editor...

March is upon us, and we are starting to get the occasional hour without rain, so maybe
there is just a little taste of Spring in the air. We can shake off the last vestiges of Winter
and look forward to some timid sunshine. Early blooms are popping up everywhere
(see cover!) and before we know it the lambs will be gambolling in the fields and the
annual chocolate-fest that is Easter will be upon us.

But not everything is rosy. Mr and Mrs Pothole have been getting amorous over the
long dark winter nights, and their copious offspring have been spreading themselves
insidiously throughout our country lanes. Yes, the so called “repair” teams have been
out working on a few of them, but as usual the quality of repair just isn’t cutting it -
some are opening up already. This editor is not easily riled but the state of many of our
local roads right now is woeful and the relevant borough councils need to step up.

But in other news, what’s been happening since the last edition? The Wednesday Club
enjoyed a fascinating talk about some notable women who have had an impact on rural
life in Berkshire (p10), and the Memorial Ground has had a thorough spring clean
thanks to the rolled-up sleeves of Rupe and David C.B. (p22). We welcome the first
submission by the new school headteacher Mr Errington who has sent us some most
amusing and thought-provoking poetry from the pupils, inspired by Hilaire Belloc (p18).
The choir has also had a successful away game at Southwark Cathedral, unfortunately
too late for any coverage this time, hopefully something will appear in April.

Also in this month’s tome, amongst much else - Revd Nnamdi has provided a very
persuasive pitch regarding contributions to help maintain our beautiful church and its
mission (p4), a cleaner is required for the Neville Hall if you need a little side hustle
(p11), and some advice on growing award winning dahlias and geraniums from the
Village Show team (p20). And much as your editor prefers to shy away from
contentious issues and generally sticks to whether the vicar would care for more tea, |
can’t really get away with not mentioning the hot planning topic of the moment - the
proposed Hungerford Lane housing development controversy. The application and key
concerns are summarised on p21 for those of you who may not be aware of it.

I wish you all a pleasant month. And if, navigating our bumpy byways, you need to
dodge a balding middle-aged oaf with a putting iron, it's me — I've discovered the
diverting new pastime of pothole crazy golf, I'll join you for a beer at the 719" hole...
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Generous Giving

"All things come from you, and of your own
have we given you" is a famous prayer of
thanksgiving spoken by King David in 1
Chronicles 29:14 (KIV/ESV). This phrase
acknowledges that all wealth, resources, and
possessions are gifts from God, and that
offering them back is simply returning what
already belongs to Him. It highlights the
concept of stewardship — that humans are
merely stewards of God’s property, not true owners. The ability to give stems
from God's hand, not their own merit. Giving is an integral part of our worship
and discipleship; it reflects our readiness to be an active part of the kingdom
of God’s work in and through his church.

The Bible teaches us to give generously and consistently to the work of God.
Generous giving can be in form of time, talents and/or treasure. This is not
just an Old Testament instruction but endorsed many places in the New
Testament. Jesus shows us a radically different, generous way of living. More
than a third of Jesus’ parables are about our relationship to wealth.

Generous giving pleases God:

We are saved by grace, not by our giving, and as a response we live God’s way
by faith. Giving generously really comes naturally. It pleases God because it is
done in faith. We should give because of what He does for us. “Generosity
begets generosity”.

It puts into practice the great commandment of loving God and neighbour. God
blesses our obedience and this obedience to him releases us into freedom. We
will find that we still have enough. Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously. ‘Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”. 2
Corinthians 9: 6 — 7. Generosity rises out of contentment; it doesn’t come from
obtaining more. John D. Rockefeller admitted, “I have made millions, but they
have brought me no happiness”. It’s an inside job; if you’re not content with a
little, you probably won’t be content with a lot. And if you’re ungenerous with
a little, you won’t abruptly change when you become wealthy.
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Did you know ...?

» As a Parish church we are raising E) GOD !

all our funds of ourselves - there

is no external source of income. W
> We raise 75% or more of our \\“ P{EOF;LE &/
| \

annual budget through regular
Planned Christian Giving of \/ v*/
Church members. \a

» To keep our income steady from year to year we are dependent on new
people to start giving in this way as each year some of our regular
givers pass away or move on.

» A donation falls in value if it does not increase with inflation.

» Regular giving doesn’t only ensure that we cover our expenses this
year, but enables our church to share Christ’s love with more people
and in a new way next year.

» At Waltham St. Lawrence Church we currently give 5% of our income
to two charities each year, who we view as our mission partners - one
local - Yeldall Manor, and one worldwide — Tearfund.

In both Parishes, we are blessed to have many volunteers who sacrifice their
time, treasure and talents in supporting the work of God in these two parishes.
We are deeply grateful to them and would like many more to join in this
generous service.

We want this church to be here for generations to come, and we’re truly
grateful for every contribution people make. You are always a valued Friend of
St Lawrence Church, whether you attend services or not. During the
offertory/Collection hymn please consider donating to
Waltham St Lawrence church. You may find it easiest to do
so using the QR code below, or by using the link,
https://tinyurl.com/wsldonate or with the card reader
located in the middle of the church. If you would like to
find out about regular giving to WSL do read the enclosed
leaflet and contact friends@wslchurch.uk

Reuvd Ninoumdic Madukou

Vicar, Waltham St Lawrence & Shottesbrooke.




WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR MARCH 2026

DEIC) Time Service Sidesmen efc.
1s*Mar  08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Lent 2 Reading: Psalm 121 Jacquie H
Reading: John 3, 1-17 John S
10:30 All Age Service with Baptism Bertie G-S
Hymns: HON 21, 60, 10
Reading: John 3, 1-17 Junior Reader
18:00 Choral Evensong - Total sacrificial commitment to Jesus Rob L
Hymns: AMNS 133, 331, 171,6  Ps 121 Int: Christopher K
Introit: Turn to me in mercy - MacDonald
Resp: Sandersin D Setting: Short Service - Weelkes
Anthem: Let thy merciful ears - Mudd (NCA)
Reading: Numbers 21, 4-9 Tony Boyd
Reading: Luke 14, 27-33 Rob L
8" Mar  08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Angela S
Lent3  10:00 Parish Communion - Jesus the living water John & Ann S
Hymns: AMNS 156, 113, 226, 214(ii) Int: Anna A
Introit: Renew us by thy grace — Cashmore (13) Svr: Bertie G-S
Anthem: Like as the hart - Howells (sheet) Club: Fiona P
Reading: Romans 5, 1-11 Bertie G-S & A-M McE
Reading: John 4, 5-42 John S
15" Mar  08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Mothering Reading: Isaiah 66, 10-13, 22-23 Vikki B
Sunday Reading: Luke 2, 41-52 Richard S
09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)
10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter) - Prophesy of Jesus’ destiny MJ S
Hymns: HON 63, 136, 467 Int: Chris W
Introit: Ave Maria - Shaw Svr: Linda S
Anthem: How beautiful are the feet - Handel (sheet) Club: Chinwendu M
Reading: Luke 2, 41-52 MJ S & Juanita T
22 Mar  08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) David C-B
Lent5  10:00 Parish Communion - Jesus the ultimate source of life Anne-Marie McE
Hymns: AMNS 157, 128, 97, 131 Int: Roger H
Introit: | am the light of the world - Walker Svr: Andy H
Anthem: A Clare Benediction - Rutter Club: Juanita T
Reading: Ezekiel 37, 1-14 Rupert McG & Linda S
Reading: John 11, 1-45 Rosemary McG
29" Mar  08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) David C-B
Palm 10:00 Palm Sunday Service — Jesus’ sovereign control Camilla B
Sunday Hymns: HON 11, 77, 153, 346 Int: Fiona P
Introit: Praise ye the Lord — Cashmore (1) Club: Chinwendu M
Anthem: Jubilate Deo in C - Shaw (sheet) & Hannah L

Reading: Isaiah 50, 4-9a Kelechukwu M
Reading: Matthew 21, 1-11 Christopher K
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Parish Register

Baptism: 1%t February Danielle Jo Lee
Baptism: 1%t February Charlotte Copland
Date Time What? Where?
44 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall
4th 7:30pm Bell Ringing Practice (+11%", 18",  WSL/Shottesbrooke
25th)
5th 10:00am 3G (+12™, 19', 26™) Neville Hall
5t 6:15pm Junior Choir (+12%, 19, 26) Neville Hall
5th 7:30pm Choir Practice (+12%, 19%, 26™) WSL Church
7t 10:00am  Hungerford Lane Planning Cricket Club
Meeting
10" 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
15" 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
20" 6:45pm Wine and Food Society Supper Neville Hall
Future Dates of Interest
16" May 2026 WSL Choral Festival
28" May 2026 WSL/SR Golf Match
13" June 2026 Summer Fete
4™ July 2026 Party in the Parish
6" September 2026 WSL Village Show

Parish Council Meeting Dates

10" March Meetings are normally held in The Neville

14" April Hall starting at 7.00pm.

28t April (APM) Full minutes, including planning, highways and
" other detailed matters are available to view on

12" May the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

9t June versions will be published in The Lych Gate.
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Hurrah - Spring is just around ‘
the corner, we hope, so there is ; \é
at least one reason to celebrate! \f“‘r S

What better place to do it than to

have BREAKFAST

at the

St Lawrence Cateé

on Sunday 15th March

from 9.15 t0 10.45 in the
Neville Hall?

Yes, it’s also Mothers’ Day so why not
come and celebrate that as well?

A

You know what we serve - if you don’t, come along
to find out. You can eat, chat with friends or just read
the newspapers over a cup of excellent coffee (or
tea). You’'ll be guaranteed a friendly welcome. Bring
your dog — dog treats are provided too!

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by members of the village
and held on the third Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to our sponsors-
Christopher, Linda, Pete and Francesca, Richard and Hilary - and to all the
Café team.
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Calling All Children!
~— DAY UB Come along to Sunday Club
every 2", 31 4th g 5t Synday
of the month

Learn about the bible stories and explore the teachings of
Jesus through craft, reading and play. Parents can come to the
service and bring their children to the side chapel during the
service. The clubis run by approved volunteers for the church.
Everyone welcome.

In March:  Sunday 15™" Mothers Day - card making activity

Sunday 29" Palm Sunday - palms/donkeys

Enquires: pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk

" Lent course continuing in March,

LENT Thursdays at 7.45pm

COURSE | Revd Nnamdi is conducting a 6-week Lent
= e “&d course via Zoom on Thursday evenings at
7.45pm. This is de5|gned to help and support people to reflect, pray, and grow
spiritually as they prepare for Easter.

Week 1 will have covered Understanding Christlike Living - Embracing
Humility and Service

Week 2 will have covered The Power of Compassion

March 5% — Week 3 Leadership through Service

March 12t — Week 4 Forgiveness and Reconciliation

March 19* — Week 5 Living in Integrity

March 26 - Week6 Sharing the Good News

Please speak to Revd Nnamdi or email Gillian, Church Administrator at
churchadmin@wslchurch.uk to join in on the weekly call.
































































