Editorial

So here we are in March. Winter, such as it was, is finally waning. The days are getting a
little milder and the prospect of Spring is in the air. But if it hasn’t been particularly cold, it
has certainly been wet. | mentioned the flooding problems last month, and even our own
local attempts to stem the tide, but the rain has not relented. As Stuart Scott’s beautiful cover
photo demonstrates, the local area has continued to resemble the American Deep South
bayous - but hopefully without the alligators. Your editor has, with typical reckless abandon,
continued to press on with his regime of cycling through the worst of it. This has resulted in
a couple of comedy moments, following a fateful decision to press on through what definitely
“looked like” only a couple of inches of water. Some people never learn.

As expected, February has been a fairly quiet month on the village activity front. But a couple
of things are worth a word. The search for a vicar is coming to a head - the PCC have been
busy visiting various priest rescue homes and ecclesiastical auctions, have loosened their
criteria with respect to mileage, previous owners and accident damage, and are hoping for
a shortlist of possible candidates soon. With any luck we could see some prospective parsons
wading through the village this month. Also, our venerable parish clerk MJ delighted the
Wednesday Club recounting tales of her trip to Nepal last year, a full report can be found
herein. And the parish council, having replaced it's recently departed members have now
assigned everyone’s roles and responsibilities, all set to do battle with our local issues.

But now we are comfortably into the season of Lent, culminating in Easter itself at the end of
the month. | seem to recall commenting last year on the absurdity of throwing chocolate eggs
and bunnies at each other during what is supposed to be a celebration of new life. But as
ever, the world hasn't listened, and the secular seasonal marketing machine is in fine fettle.
However, our own church community is charging to the rescue with a programme of events
to remind us of what it is really all about. The extended Service Calendar in the following
pages does attest to how busy our parochial team will be this month. Of note, a special teas
and crafts session will be held in honour of all mums on the 9th. And there’s more — as well
as hunting down a new vicar, our crack ecclesiastical squad is also out in the fields with some
mouldy carrots attempting to snare a real live donkey to lead the procession in The Street on
Palm Sunday (the 24th). The traditional Easter Trail will be laid around the village from Good
Friday, and on the big day, an Easter Egg hunt will be held in the churchyard. Plenty to do!

So may | wish you all the happiest of Easters, in whatever manner you may be celebrating,
and please do join in the village activities. And | do urge the procession donkey handlers to
be careful where they let it roam. Just in case I'm wrong about the alligators...
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Church News

So already there is a spring in
everyone’s step as those
mornings get lighter and the
evenings are longer. March is
here and spring will be sprung,
although of course it could snow
any time!

At the time of writing, we are still hoping for some applicants for the
post of vicar, as we enter the second round of advertising. If there is a
short list, they will be interviewed and shown around the village early
March. We do pray that the right person comes along soon.

In the meantime, March is action packed as Easter Day falls on the very
last day of the month, so there is plenty happening. From a marketing
angle it is all about chocolate, bunnies, chicks and eggs, but all of these
symbols are tied to the greatest story of all, which started at Christmas
with the birth of a baby boy and follows his mission, to bring forgiveness
and peace to mankind. The message is still alive so do look at the service
calendar and information and take that first step if you are new, or that
oft travelled road if you have been there before, and Come and See
what the teachings of Jesus could do to help you.

In the run up to Easter Day we are reflecting and celebrating many
things. Mother’s Day falls in the middle, and a day to traditionally say
thank you to our dear mothers and the influence they have had in our
lives. Come along to the “teas” in Neville Hall on the 9t, where the
children will be practising “acts of kindness” in the middle of the season
of Lent. After that we will again concentrate on the journeying through
Lent to the expectation of Palm Sunday (look out for the donkey!) all the
way through to Maundy Thursday despair, to Good Friday sadness and
finally Easter Day Glory. He died and rose for us all.



Coming up in March!

Saturday 9" March - Mothers Remembered Teas
Neville Hall 2:45pm ik

o

Sunday 10" March 10 am - Mothers Day Service
with singing by both Junior and the Church Choir

(% @ Sunday 24" March-Palm Sunday
* Procession down The Street!
3 '~ |tistime to follow the donkey and welcome the King.
Come and join in. Children can dress up and wave
“welcome” palms. Starting 9.30 am @ War Memorial
and then onto The Pound for 9.50 service start.

From 29" - Easter Trail - follow the signs around the village

with fun activities at the end.
(check social media for latest updates)

V ”5’;«‘.‘ HAPPY Sunday 31° Easter Day
ir , 2 &abm Family Communion Service
? 10:00am with Easter Egg Hunt

by '}3 DAY afterwards!

A P
For more info on all the above contact Fiona
pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk




WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR MARCH 2024

DEIC)
27 Mar

Time
17:45

Service Sidesmen etfc.

Choir sings Evensong at Portsmouth Cathedral
contact Simon for details (simon.shaw@wslchurch.uk)

3rd Mar
Lent 3

08:45

10:00

18:00

Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke

with Phil Watts - ‘Materialism'

Reading: Romans 6.1-11 John S

Reading: Matthew 10.24-39 Ann S

Morning Worship Camilla B
with Phil Watts - 'Child Jesus in the temple'

Hymns: HON 10, 53, 106

Reading: Luke 2.41-52 Junior Reader

Choral Evensong with Graham Theobald Bertie G-S
Hymns: AMNS 55, 57, 247(ii) Ps: 23 Int: Chris W
Resp: Tomkins, with Lord’s Prayer - Farmer

Setting: Walmisley in Dm

Anthem: Turn Thee unto me - Boyce (sheet)

Reading: Exodus 5.1 - 6.1 Tony B

Reading: Matthew 10.16-22 Pat W

10th Mar
Mothering
Sunday

08:45
10:00

19:00

Holy Communion (BCP) with Graham Theobald Angela S
Family Service with Graham Theobald Ann-Marie McE
Hymns: HON 148, 136, 60 Int: Fiona P
Anthem: Be thou my vision — Chilcott Svr: David C-B
JC: Don't Forget to Tell Your Mum... - M & H Johnson

Reading: Colossians 3.12-17 David C-B

Reading: Luke 2.25-35 Prue W

Compline (said) led by Simon Shaw

17t Mar
Lent 5

‘Passion
Sunday’

08:45

09:15
10:30

18:00

Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke

with Phil Watts - 'The Parable of the Weeds'

Reading: Hebrews 9.27-end Jacquie H

Reading: Matthew 13.24-30 Martha H

St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)

Parish Communion (Shorter) Bertie G-S
with Phil Watts - 'The Parable of the Weeds'

Hymns: AMNS 362(t64), 259, 56 Int: Simon S
Anthem: O Lord, the maker of all things - Mundy Svr: Linda S
Reading: Matthew 13.24-30 Bertie G-S

Evening Worship online

Reading: Romans 5.12-21 Christopher K Int: Chris W

24t Mar
Palm Sunday

08:45
10:00

19:00

Holy Communion (BCP) with Roy Burgess David C-B
Palm Sunday Service with Roy Burgess John & Ann S
Hymns: HON 11, 426b, 329, 435 Int: Christopher K
Anthem: Hosanna to the Son — Hewitt-Jones (SAB) Svr: Chris W
JC: Can you hear the donkey? —Green & Stanley

Reading: Philippians 2.5-11 Rosemary McG

Reading: Mark 11.1-11 Rupert McG

Compline (said) led by Simon Shaw
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WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR MARCH 2024

Date Time Service Sidesmen efc.
28t Mar 20:00 Maundy Thursday Communion
Maundy Thurs with Phil Watts - 'Remember Me'

Hymns: AMNS 434, 517(ii), 252 (v3-6)

Anthem: Wash me throughly — Wesley (NCA)

Reading: 1 Corinthians 11.23-26 Christopher K

Reading: John 13.1-17, 31b-35 Simon Shaw
29t Mar 14:00 Good Friday Meditation with Phil Watts

Good Fri Hymns etc. per sheet
31st Mar 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Phil Watts Andrew C
Easter Day ~ 10:00 Easter Family Communion MJ S

with Phil Watts - 'The Empty Tomb'

Hymns: AMNS 77, 80, 83, 82

Joint choirs: For the beauty of the earth - Rutter
Reading: 1 Corinthians 15.1-11 Junior Reader
Reading: John 20.1-18 MJ S

Church Choir and Music News

o Everyone is warmly invited to support the choir at Portsmouth on 2nd March for our first Cathedral
visit of 2024. Our last visit there was in 2017 and we're looking forward to returning to the ‘Cathedral
of the Sea’. We are very fortunate not only to have our own cathedral-standard organist in Peter
Spencer, but also the help of so many ‘friends of WSL’ singing with us on such occasions. And it is
very encouraging to me and the choir to have the support of members of our congregation.

e |f you would like to come to Portsmouth and either want or could offer a lift — please contact Simon
on simon.shaw@wslchurch.uk or 07717 472974 and we will try to put you in touch — probably via the
church news email list. Members of the choir will be travelling from here, and some might also have
spaces, but note that we start to rehearse at 2:30pm (there’s a lot of music to learn!) so in that case
you might need to entertain yourselves in Portsmouth for the afternoon. The service is at 5:45pm.

e In the autumn, the church choir (with our friends) is singing a full weekend'’s services at St Albans
Cathedral, which we last visited very enjoyably in 2022. Please put Sat 26th / Sun 27t October in
your diary if you would like to join us for one or more of the three services.

¢ Please note that the Sunday after Easter (7t April) is by local tradition a holiday for the choir (and
its director!), so there will be no Choral Evensong that day - the service will be said.

e Our normal resident ‘Sunday morning’ Choir rehearses hard on Thursday evening to add our
musical worship contribution to services every week, but we are few in number. If anyone would like
to sing with us — even occasionally — please do get in touch with Simon (as above). Some music
reading ability is helpful, but you don’t need to be an expert singer or musician.

e Our annual Choral Festival is on Sat May 18th. Five or six choirs will be coming to sing separately
and together — we will be singing some Bruckner motets and the ever popular ‘Cantique de Jean
Racine’ by Gabriel Fauré as well as a very varied selection from the individual choirs. Put the
evening charity concert (6pm TBC) in your diaries?

Simon Shaw, Feb 2024



Parish Register

[No entries for this month]

Village Diary - March 2024

Date Time What? Where?

2" 5:45pm Choir cathedral visit Portsmouth

g 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall

6t 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall

6t 7:30pm Bell ringing practice (and WSL /
13,20, 27th) Shottesbrooke

7 10:00am 3G (and 14%",21%t,28%) Neville Hall

7t 6:15pm Junior Choir (and 14%,21%,28) Neville Hall

7t 7:30pm Choir Practice (and 14™,21%,28"")  WSL Church

gth 2:45pm Mothers Remembered Teas Neville Hall

16" am (tbc) Litter Pick (tbc)

17%"  9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall

24%  9:30am Palm Sunday Procession The Street

29™  11:00am (tbc) Easter Trail Opens WSL Church

31 after 10:00 svc  Easter Egg Hunt WSL churchyard

Future Dates of Interest

12 April 2024 Indian Supper Night
18" May 2024 WSL Choral Festival
15" June 2024 WSL & SR Festival '24

8" September 2024 WSL Village Show
26/27% October 2024  WSL Choir St Albans Visit

Parish Council Meeting Dates

2" March (Site Visits) Meetings are normally held in The Neville
Hall starting at 7.00pm.

5t March
9™ April Full minutes, including planning, highways and
23" April (APM) other detailed matters are available to view on

the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged
versions will be published in the Lych Gate.

8

14" May (APCM)
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Hurrah - Spring is just ~‘éi"/’=\’
around the corner, we hope, g'j«w.g
o

so there is at least one ‘7[’

reason to celebrate!

What better place to do it than to have

BREAKFAST ...

St Lawrence Caté

on Sunday 17th March

from 9.15 0 10.45 in the
Neville Hall

You know what we serve - if you
don’t, come along to find out. You can eat, chat
with friends or just read the newspapers over a

cup of excellent coffee (or tea). You’ll be
guaranteed a friendly welcome. Bring your dog -
dog treats are provided too!

[

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by members of the village
and held on the third Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to our sponsors
- Christopher, Charles, Linda, Pete and Francesca - and to all the Café team.

§§§ B S
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Notes from Nepal at the Wednesday Club

On the 7% February, The
Wednesday Club was delighted
to welcome MJ Streather, one
of our members and a well-
known personality in the village
as the Clerk to the Parish
¢ , § Council. From a very personal
B L # & a4 standpoint, she spoke on the
subject of her recent trip to Nepal last November.

The large and appreciative audience were enthralled by the detailed
account of her experiences and impressed by her eloquent and relaxed
delivery. She gave us an insight into the people and the way of life in
Nepal, one of the poorest countries in the world.

MJ started by giving us the background to the family trip. She and her
husband Peter were both children of serving Indian Army officers and
they planned to make a nostalgic visit to Nepal with their son Antony.
Peter was determined to follow in his father’s footsteps and go to the
base camp of Kanchenjunga, the third highest mountain in the world in
the far east of Nepal. MJ’s two ambitions were to support the Britain-
Nepal Society, the Charity for which she works, and particularly to see
tigers! Her safari in the Chitwan National Park with a guide and a driver
was illustrated by photos of the terrain and the wildlife, including
crocodiles and birdlife seen from a boat trip on the river. She saw
pawprints, but sadly no tigers!

She then travelled by car to Pokhara, one of the most spectacular places
in central Nepal, with stunning views of the Himalayan range. The WSL
Parish Council had kindly provided a computer, which she donated to a
school supported by the Britain-Nepal Society.
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Before she left for Nepal, she had asked in the village for donations of
toiletries and was very pleased to be able to take 6 kgs with her and to
distribute these to the women in some of the villages she visited,
including Bandipur, a picturesque hilltop settlement.

She met up with a group of people who had known her parents, which
was a moving experience for her.

The photographic record of her trip was fascinating with stunning
pictures of the Himalayan peaks, the wildlife and the people in their
villages as well as the chaos of Kathmandu.

She then travelled back to the capital, where she presented a cheque
from the BNS to victims of recent earthquakes. There she joined up with
Pete and Anthony, who had completed their trek.

An impromptu collection amongst the enthusiastic audience raised £140
for the Britain-Nepal Society.

Her talk was followed by tea and cake and a chance to follow up her
excellent presentation with more questions and further detail on her
memorable trip.

We were pleased to welcome 5 new members to the Club.

Prue Williams

The next meeting is on Wednesday 6" March at 2:30pm, when Rebecca
Morland from Age Concern Twyford will talk about the problems that ageing
brings and provide us with some advice on how to manage and understand
these issues.
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Whats Happening in March

Choir Portsmouth Cathedral Visit — Sat 2" 5:45pm

The “never less than excellent” WSL Church Choir will be
visiting Portsmouth Cathedral on the 2™ and will be
performing in the service at 5:45pm. Anyone who wishes
to go along to show support, please see details on p7.

Parish Council Meeting — Tue 5" 7:00pm

Our newly rearranged Parish Council will be holding their
regular public meeting in the Neville Hall at 7:00pm on the
5%, As ever, do come along and get involved with all matters
local or just to learn more about how they operate.

Wednesday Club — Wed 6" 2:30pm

er At 2:30pm on the 6", the Wednesday Club
JL T will meet in the Neville Hall, where Rebecca
wyford 8 DIStrlCt T
ashpaodare Morland from Age Concern Twyford will give
a talk on the onset of old age, and give us advice on how to cope with the
problems that ageing brings. As always, visitors are very welcome.

Bell Ringing — Wed 6", 13", 20t" and 27" 7:30pm

Bell ringing practice takes place every Wednesday at 7:30 in
either WSL or Shottesbrooke church, please contact Jacquie
Hazell on 07905 085815 for details. New recruits are welcome!

3G —Thu 7, 14, 21t and 28" 10:00am

3G runs every Thursday. This friendly group meets in the Neville
Hall 10-11:45am and is for all generations who would like to pop
in for a cuppa, a chat, or some play. Just come along, all welcome.

Junior Choir — Thu 7t", 14, 21t and 28 6: 15pm

Junior Choir rehearses in the Neville Hall every Thursday |
during term time. A great way for all 5 to 11 year-olds to
learn essential skills and make friends. Their regular local
performances are a feature of our community. To join up,
contact Fiona on 07793 563204 / pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk
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