As you will recall, the coda to my last editorial hit a sombre note, and alas this one must start
in the same vein. I’'m sure the parish jungle drums will have done their job by the time you
read this, but my eminent predecessor in the hot seat here in the penthouse of Lych Gate
Towers, Nick Kendal, sadly passed away on the 12th February. It seems little more than a
heartbeat since he handed me the reins and | am pleased to say he had been very supportive
of my humble efforts since. Time has not permitted us to organise a fitting tribute for this
edition, it will appear next month, but | would personally like to take a moment to express
gratitude for Nick’s immeasurable contribution to our community - not just through this august
publication but in many other areas of village life as well. And of course, our collective sorrow
pales when set against that of his family and loved ones who are in our thoughts at this time.

At long last, the weather has been somewhat kinder, almost Spring-like at times. The
snowdrops and crocuses are peeping out, cheering up the lanes and gardens in a most
pleasing manner. What's more, it has allowed your editor and what feels like many thousands
of fellow cycling enthusiasts to start filling up our local byways once more. | say “enthusiast”
but in my case it's more a guilty atonement for half a century of physical neglect. Yes, you
may indeed have recently sworn at my rear light on the local roads as | impeded your
progress. If you aren’t sure, I'm the one who is NOT covered in spray-on Lycra. Because it
wouldn’t be a good look for me and besides, our local roads are too full of horses to be scared
by the sight of Batman'’s ageing uncle after he’s polished off all the Bat Treats. But for those
of you who don’t indulge, | do recommend the two wheel wanderlust for exercise and
enjoyment - we are lucky to have some fantastic routes to explore in this area.

So what'’s in store for March? All the usuals, although the Wednesday Club have graciously
given over their Neville Hall slot on the 1st for a talk from our local PCSO about Home Security
and local policing, open to all and very much recommended. On the 11th the WSL Irregulars
are being given a wonderful opportunity to make a legal mess of themselves at the Holi
inspired Family Colour Run in the school field - | suspect that event will be visible from space.
The 19th is Mothering Sunday so remember Mum, maybe take her to the St Lawrence Cafe
where the Junior Choir will be serenading amongst the sausages, both being a treat for any
mother to enjoy on her special day. And of course Lent is well under way with a number of
related activities - all the details of these and much more herein, as well as a brief history of
the season so you can remind yourself what it is all about.

So as is my way, | encourage you to take advantage of the advent of Spring and all the local
happenings - get out there and enjoy our community. Lycra is optional.
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Letter from The Parsonage

My dear Friends

“That’s what | think! What do you think? Try to have a
thought of your own, Baldrick, thinking is so important.
What do you think?” With such words does Edmund
Blackadder in his Elizabethan incarnation entreat his
cerebrally-challenged servant.

But does Baldrick need to bother any longer? Does any
of us? The arrival of the artificial intelligence program
ChatGPT (“Generated Pre-Trained Transformer” in case you were
wondering — | was) at least raises the question.

| get regular emails from an organisation which tries to keep the grey cells
of Christian ministers stimulated. Recently there was one on this very
subject of Al. As | read the opening paragraphs | thought yes, some good
points there, well made... then the ‘real’ author interrupted, telling me that
everything up to that point had been written by Al! In other words, I'd fallen
for it. The next time | know | encountered Al writing was when my brother
read out his birthday card, and while the ‘poetry’ was not exactly world-
class, it was about par for that genre: perhaps there’s a way of instructing
the program to disguise itself by ‘underperforming’?

We're told that many jobs are under threat from Al, both blue collar and
white collar: telesales, customer support, clerks, warehousing, assembly line
inspectors, couriers, cashiers; and also what we might think of as more
creative jobs: all kinds of writers, doctors, researchers, and yes, pastors and
preachers. Nor are composers safe: Al has already produced a completed
version of Schubert’s ‘Unfinished Symphony’.

A doctor recently told me that Al was making huge inroads in pathology
and thus diagnosis, but that “what we are better at is understanding the
patient’s reaction...” Then she paused before adding “...at the moment.”

I’'m no computer scientist, but when it comes to words what ChatGPT is
essentially doing, as | understand it, is raiding an unimaginably vast parts bin
of human thoughts, ideas, writings and clichés. Everything it produces is a
rehash of material that has come from us — it will never produce new words
or concepts. | don’t at all underestimate how clever it is at finding
appropriate ‘parts’ with lightning speed, especially when | compare my
efforts to find the right-sized nut from my jumbled collection in a small tin!
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But it’s not infallible; sometimes the ‘assembly’ is wrong. I've read of a
recent case where Al misunderstood mortgages and compound interest.

That email | mentioned near the start was entitled “When Al talks like a
human, what's left for us to be?” But | say, let us as a species not feel too
alarmed. Relationships are at the very heart of the Christian faith and of
what it means to be human. Love, compassion, generosity, concern,
prayerfulness... this is strictly for humans and the God who made us. Al
may talk like a human, but it isn’t human, and never will be. It is indeed
Artificial, not genuine. ChatGPT is just an algorithm-powered mimic, no
more, though it’s certainly a clever and useful bit of kit.

Your sincere friend and Vicar

Charles Mason

Lent 2023: what’s still to come?

(All events at Waltham St Lawrence/Shurlock Row. ‘Come and See’ meetings,
with refreshments from 7.45 pm, are at Morland House, Hungerford Lane,
Shurlock Row, except on 22 March.)

| March 8.00 pm Come and See |

8 March 8.00 pm Come and See 2

2 March 6.00 pm Service of Compline in Side Chapel
I5 March 8.00 pm Come and See 3

22 March 8.00 pm Come and See 4*

26 March 2.30 pm Prayer Walk, starting from The Pound, followed by
tea and cake in Side Chapel (about 4 pm)

6.00 pm Service of Compline in Side Chapel
29 March 8.00 pm Come and See 5
5 April  8.00 pm Come and See 6
6 April  8.00pm Holy Communion with the Washing of Feet
7 April 2-3 pm  Guided meditation service

* Meeting at Coltmans, The Street, Waltham St Lawrence




SERVICE CALENDAR MARCH 2023
W&L\THAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE

Date  Time Service Sidesmen etc.

5% Mar 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Andrew Campbell

Lent2  08:45 Holy Communion at Shottesbrooke — ‘People who encourage one another’
10:00 All-age Service — ‘Don't give in!’ Bertie Gilbart-Smith

Songs: HON 236, 442, 55
Reading: Matthew 4.1-11 Junior Reader

18:00 Choral Evensong — ‘Jesus’ miracles: so what?’ Pat Woodford
Hymns: AMNS 122, 133 (om 4,6), 10  Ps:121 Int: Chris Woodhams
Canticles: Dysonin D Resp: Smith

Anthem: Evening Hymn — Balfour-Gardiner (NCA120)
Blessing: Deo Gratias — Byrd

Reading: Deuteronomy 18.15-22 Tony Boyd
Reading: John 10.24-39 Pat Woodford

12t Mar 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Angela Sage
Lent3  10:00 Parish Communion - ‘Practical partnership’ Ann & John Skidmore
Hymns: AMNS 179, 176, 397, 266 (om *) Int: Harsha Mason
Anthem: O Saviour of the world — Somervell (NCA336) Svr: Andy Hyde

Reading: Philippians 4.10-23 John Skidmore
Reading: Matthew 20.20-28 David Crawley-Boevey
18:00 Compline (night prayer, said) — in side chapel
19th Mar 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Andrew Campbell
Mothering 08:45 Morning Prayer at Shottesbrooke —'Praying people’
Sunday 09:15 St Lawrence Café (Neville Hall) Al Welcome!
10:30 Morning Worship — ‘Mothers and others’ MJ Streather
Hymns: HON 269, 60, 354 Int: Simon Shaw
Anthem: God be in my head — Rutter (Anthems2)
Reading: Colossians 3.12-17 MJ Streather
18:00 Evening Worship online - ‘Mary his mother’

26th Mar 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) David Crawley-Boevey
Lent5 10:00 Parish Communion - ‘A psalm for Passiontide’ Bertie Gilbart-Smith
Hymns: AMNS 66, 117, 280(t7), 63 Int: Charles Mason
Anthem: Nolo mortem peccatoris — Morley (ECM162) Svr: Harsha Mason

Reading: Psalm 42.1-11 Bertie Gilbart-Smith
Reading: John 12.27-36 Prue Williams
18:00 Compline (night prayer, said) —in side chapel

2nd Apr  08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Sue Burridge

Palm 08:45 Holy Communion at Shottesbrooke — ‘Hopeful people’

Sunday 10:00 All-age Service — ‘Here comes your King!’ Camilla Beech
18:00 Choral Evensong — ‘Miracles — a thing of the past?’ Pat Woodford

Communion music setting during Lent: St Lawrence Mass (Shaw)
Vicar: Charles Mason Choirmaster: Simon Shaw Organist: Peter Spencer Junior Choir: Fiona Penn
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Parish Register

[No entries this month]

Village Diary - March 2023

Date Time What? Where?
1 2:30pm Have your say on Home Security ~ Neville Hall

(open to all courtesy of The

Wednesday Club)

1 7:30pm Bell ringing practice WSL/

(also 8, 15t 2219 29t Shottesbrooke
2hd 10:00-11:30am 3G (also 9%, 16, 23,30") Neville Hall
2 6:15pm Junior Choir (also 9™, 16, Neville Hall

237 30t%)

74 12:30pm Margo Humphreys Memorial WSL Church
F ol 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
11t 2:00-4:00pm Family Colour Run School Field
19" 9:15-10:45am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
26" 2:30pm Prayer Walk The Pound

28" 9:00am Bag2School collection WSL School

Future Dates of Interest

Date

7t May 2023 Coronation celebrations

13" May 2023 WSL Choral Festival

25™ May 2023 WSL vs SR Golf Match

17* June 2023 Village Fete and Music Festival
4™ March (site visits) Meetings are normally held in The Neville Hall
7t March starting at 7.00pm.
4™ April Full minutes, including planning, highways and
25t April (APM) other detailed matters are available to view on

the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged
versions will be published in the Lych Gate.

7

16" May (APC)
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Hurrah - Spring is just around the

corner, we hope, so that is a very
good reason to celebratel!

And what better place to do it than to

« BREAKFAST ...

$t Lawrence Café

on Sunday 19th March
from 9.15 to 10.45 in the Neville Hall

This is also Mothering Sunday, so

treat your Mum (or yourself) to

e ¥+  breakfast out. The Junior Choir
will be coming to sing some songs

for Mums and may bring some

little treats too!
You know what we serve - if you don’t, come along
to find out. You can eat, chat with friends or just read
the newspapers over a cup of excellent coffee (or

tea). You (and your dog) will be guaranteed a
friendly welcome.

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by members of the village
and held on the third Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to our
sponsors- Scott and lain of The Bell, Christopher, Pete and Francesca,
Charles and Linda,- and to all the splendid Café team.
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Coronations at The Wednesday Club

On 1st February the Wednesday Club was well entertained by
Colin Oakes, who had talked to us before about Guy Fawkes
and the Gunpowder Plot. His topic was British Coronations—
very appropriate for this year! His talk was full of interesting
facts and spanned more than 1-000 years of our history—
almost a potted history lesson— and, as well as the origins of
the ceremony and ritual of the Service, he focussed on the
personal and individual demands and characters of our motley
collection of Monarchs. He included amusing anecdotes about the various things that
went wrong at every Coronation— so fingers crossed for May 6th!!

Amongst the wealth of intriguing detail, he told us that the Crown Jewels were melted
down after Charles 1st was beheaded in 1649 and had to be remade for the Coronation
of his son Charles Il in 1660. Mary Il came to the throne in 1694 with her husband
William of Orange. Because they were crowned at the same Coronation, he was able
to succeed her when she died. The sums spent on the various Coronations varied
enormously: George IV spent £243,000 on his ceremony, while the Coronation of
George VI was sponsored by Bovril. The Stone of Scone has had a chequered history
between England and Scotland, but is already back in London but hidden somewhere
secret in readiness for the Coronation of King Charles.

At Queen Victoria’s Coronation in 1837, only 50 commemorative medals were minted.
After the Service, the Lord Chancellor threw them amongst the congregation. Many
felt they were too superior to pick one up, but Colin’s ancestor was less sensitive. Colin
brought the medal, which is now in Colin’s possession, to show us.

The anointing with oil is the most important and holy part of the ceremony and has
never been seen by the public, but King Charles is hoping to be covered by a
transparent canopy so it can be televised. In its own unique way this year’s Coronation
will add to history.

The audience were very appreciative and impressed by Colin’s knowledge of detail
with no notes to refer to! He was happy to answer questions - a speaker | am sure we
will ask to come again.

The next meeting of the Wednesday Club is on 15t March at 2.30pm in the Neville Hall.
This is to be an Open Meeting and villagers are invited to attend. Lorraine Holmes, our
local PCSO, will talk on Home Security and answer questions on the policing matters
that matter most to the audience.

Ann Campion



Lent - A Time to Focus and Reflect

Lent is a time traditionally set aside for fasting,
prayer, and reflection in preparation to celebrate
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Historians
generally agree that the 40-day period before
Easter, known as Lent, emerged shortly following the Council of Nicea
in 325 AD. Earliest observances of Lent seem to have focused
particularly on the practice of fasting. Council records suggest that the
fast applied at first mainly to new converts as a period of repentance
and reflection before baptism at Easter. In any case, Lent quickly
became a general practice churchwide.

Nowadays it is still practised worldwide by Christian churches but
perhaps not so rigidly as it has been in history. There are new angles to
the 40 days - and last year we had 40 days Acts of Kindness, which
everyone can still do. Our own Lent course Come and See has 40 “daily
emails” to help you reflect and approach Easter, as well as weekly get
together. Whatever your approach in the hustle and bustle of 21
Century life, everyone can benefit from some “quiet time” and here are
some events which offer this to anyone who would like to attend.

5th March 6:00pm Choral evensong WSL church

12t March  6:00pm Compline Service WSL church

19t March  6:00pm Zoom online service

26t March  2.30pm Prayer Walk with refreshments
6:00pm Compline Service WSL church

Everyone is welcome to join in with any or all of the above as little or as
much as you can plus our usual Sunday services.

n Waltham St Lawrence Parish Church & wsl.link
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Caster biligs for the
Chareh

If you would likeg to buy a lily in mgmory of a
loved ong there will be a sign-up list from

19 March at the back of the chareh. Put £4 in
an gnvglopeg with gour namg on it, and that of
the person you wish to bg remegmbered.

‘ q Pleaseg sign up by Palm Sdunday (2nd pril)
Or contact Hilary Ragg 0118 934 3595

N

ROOMS TO LET

(non-residential)
in the

NEVILLE HALL

2 ground floor rooms totalling 20m? (215 sq.ft) approx.

For details regarding rent, terms & conditions and
viewing please contact David Crawley-Boevey on
dcrawleyb@yahoo.com or 07860 266229

1"




What’s Happening in March

Wednesday Club — Wed 1° 2:30pm

On 1st March, The Wednesday Club will be throwing

Have open the Neville Hall doors to the public. Our local
YgalyrR PCSO, Lorraine Holmes, will be giving a talk and
taking questions on Home Security and other

policing matters of interest to our local community.

3G — Thu 2™, 9t 16, 23" and 30" 10:00am

3G stands for 3 Generations. This friendly group
meets on a Thursday in the Neville Hall 10-11:45am
and is for anyone who would like to pop in for a
cuppa, chat, company, or some play.

Just come along. All welcome.

Junior Choir — Thu 2™, 9%, 16t 23" and 30" 6:15pm

Junior Choir rehearse a variety of music, and
the children get to sing at the All-Age Service
on the first Sunday each month. And this
month, they will be singing for Mothers on
19" March @ St Lawrence Café plus they will
have been busy making some special gifts!

Children of primary school age are all welcome to join.
To join up contact Fiona: pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk / 07793 563204

Margo Humphreys Memorial Service — Tue 7*" 12:30pm

A service remembering and celebrating the life of
Margo Humphreys will take place at WSL Church on
Tuesday 7™ at 12:30pm - all are welcome. Please do
come along to remember her and the immense
contribution she made to our community.
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