A Word from the Editor...

| shall start this month with an apology for the tardiness of this edition. Even a
dedicated media mogul such as your editor needs a trip to the Caribbean every now
and then. However, this year Mrs Editor and | were both slightly perturbed to note that
the weather was far less wet back in WSL than it was out there in paradise. So, we've
brought some of the rain back with us for you all to enjoy.

But | assure you it’s worth the wait. You may notice this edition is particularly well fed
— mainly due to the 12 pages of Village Show schedule containing everything you need
to know to get your muse going and start planning your entries. Time to get creative!

I’'m pleased to see that May played out well for the most part. The first Teas session of
the year went off splendidly on the 5" despite some dark clouds on the horizon and
raised a spectacular £890. The Wednesday Club hordes descended, as planned, on
Stanlake Winery and appear to have made it home without traffic cones on their heads,
an in-depth report on p10. The Choral Festival was a triumph, as ever, well done to
Simon and all, p20. And the school has also shown its mathematical excellence, p17.

But | can’t end the story of May without touching on tragic news. There can’t be many
of you who are unaware that one of the most beloved characters of our village, that
one man rural pursuits and maintenance army, the wearer of the most famous hat
since a certain bear from Peru, and the most genuinely salt of the earth bloke one can
ever have had the pleasure of knowing - Charlie Belcher - has passed on, and left such
a hole in our community that for once, he cannot repair. Charlie, you have quite literally
shaped our parish, and we are forever grateful. See the full tribute on p22.

June promises some exciting events — the Wednesday Club will be loosed upon the
outside world once more for their annual river cruise, the cricket club has opened its
doors again on Fridays (p11) and of course on the 7t there is the much-awaited return
of the traditional Summer Fete (p18). Wellies will be wanged, dogs displayed, coconuts
cracked, tombolas tumbled, wheels whirled and countless other attractions will be on
offer for what is sure to be a community highlight of the year.

So, I look forward to seeing you all there, where | shall be doing my journalistic duty by
collecting plenty of photos for the next edition and of course, | shall, as usual, be
working hard as unofficial quality controller for the bar. Someone has to....
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Thoughts From The Chur

What the Future Holds

| recently took cassette tapes to a Sunday school to find out if the
children know what they were. Many neither knew nor
what they can be used for. | also explored, with some
teenagers, life 50 years ago reminding them that it was on
April 4, 1975, in Albuquerque, New Mexico, that Microsoft
was founded by Bill Gates and Paul Allen to develop and sell
basicinterpreters for the Altair 8800. It rose to dominate the
personal computer operating system market with MS-DOS in the mid-1980s, followed
by Windows. | then turned their eyes to the future-2075, fifty years from now. | asked
them a simple question: “Do you think life will be better or worse than today?”

A BEST OF 1980

SO

Most of these young adults thought things would get worse. That surprised me. We
tend to think that older people often hark back to the glorious past while young people
expect a hopeful future. Generally, some people argue that life today is better due to
technological advancements, increased global connectivity, and advancements in
medicine and education. Others might believe life was simpler and more connected in
the past, with stronger community bonds and a slower pace.

How would you answer this question? Are things getting better or worse? Of course,
this question is far too simplistic. We have made enormous strides in some areas, while
we face enormous challenges in others. | am not a believer in the relentless forward
march of progress - and human nature with all its potential and flaws hasn’t changed
very much at all throughout history. But there are two things that give me hope.

We can make a difference. As human beings we are created with free will and can make
things better, sometimes we may feel we have very little influence, but we can make
one little change, which adds up to a lot over time. Many one-degree shifts can
eventually turn a big oil tanker around. This strategy has often helped me when | felt
stuck or low. What is the one thing | can do now? Mother Teresa did say that “'l alone
cannot change the world, but | can cast a stone across the waters to create many
ripples.” She also added that “Not all of us can do great things, but we can do small
things with great love.” The power to change things is multiplied when we come
together around a common cause. | have seen great common bond in action in this
community — many people coming together for a common cause. It is what we should
be proud of and celebrate our uniqueness and our wins both great and small.

“We don’t know what our future holds...... but we know who holds our future.” These
words are attributed to American civil rights activist and Baptist minister Ralph
Abernathy. He mentored Martin Luther King and was with him in his dying moments.
We believe in a loving God who has good purposes for us and the world. In the darkest
moments and in the face of death we have hope because Jesus overcame death.



The 8™ of May is the feast of the 14" century woman of prayer, Julian of Norwich - a
hero of prayer and a pioneer of creativity. When she was just 30 years old, she caught
a deadly virus. On 8t of May 1373, a local priest was called to perform the last rites.
However, she received a series of sixteen visions, primarily of Christ on the Cross, and
was completely healed. For the next twenty years, Julian meditated in prayer upon the
things she had seen, recording her reflections in a book called “Revelations of Divine
Love”. In doing so, Julian was the first woman to publish a book in the English language.

Julian’s writing is often mystical, and it is marked by a message of God’s all-
encompassing love. “Would’st thou know the Lord’s meaning?” she asks at one point.
“Know it well. Love was his meaning.” The quote for which Julian is best-known
(featured in a poem by T.S. Eliot), also captures her absolute certainty in the love of
Christ: “All shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well.”

Julian’s experience of healing and the visions she received shaped the rest of her life.
She chose to live and pray in almost complete solitude in a small cell built onto the side
of St Julian’s church (from which she took her name) in the bustling city of Norwich. Her
cell had two windows: one that looked into the church sanctuary so that she could
participate in public worship and receive communion. And the other which looked out
onto the street, so that people could come to her to receive prayer and counsel. The
two windows in Julian’s cell are symbolic of a life lived between the Church and the city,
heaven and earth, God and humanity. Thinking about my own life for a moment, |
imagine walking to the window that looks into the church. What or who do | see in
there? How do | feel about Julian’s craving for solitude in prayer? She was constantly
praying for her community. Is it a longing | share, or something that secretly scares
me? Henri Nouwen described solitude as “the place of the great struggle and the great
encounter — the struggle against the compulsions of the false self, and the encounter
with the loving God who offers himself as the substance of the new self.”

Is there a time today when | could make a little more space for solitude, with my phone
off, and my attention focused on the Lord without distraction? | pray the words of Julian
of Norwich now: Lord, let not our souls be busy inns that have no room for thee or
thine, but quiet homes of prayer and praise, where thou mayest find fit company,
Where the needful cares of life are wisely ordered and put away, And wide, sweet
spaces kept for thee; where holy thoughts pass up and down And fervent longings
watch and wait thy coming.

The world we live in has been so volatile and so uncertain — that looking to the future
with a positive attitude and mindset has been a challenging task. But with the pace of
change, whether societal, geopolitical, technological or economic, unlikely to slow
down any time soon, the ability to face the future with confidence is something we all
need — both for our own psychological wellbeing and for the good of our organisations.
Without a positive attitude to change and challenge, we will not be able to work
together to build sustainable and thriving organisations and communities.

Reuvd Niamdi Maduko - Vicar, Waltham St Lawrence & Shottesbrooke.
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WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR JUNE 2025

Date Time Service Sidesmen etc.
1stJune  08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
7th of Reading: Acts 16.16-34 Jacquie H
Easter Reading: John 17,17-26 Martha H
10:30 All Age Service Camilla B
Hymns: HON 508, 94, 337
Reading: Acts 16.16-34 Junior Reader
18:00 Choral Evensong David C-B
Hymns: AMNS 497(t58), 10, 171 Ps 68 Int: Christopher K
Resp: Radcliffe
Setting: Second Service - Byrd
Anthem: The Secret of Christ - Shepherd (NCA)
Reading: Isaiah 44, 1-8 Tony Boyd
Reading: Ephesians 4, 7-16 Pat W
8 June 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Sue B
Pentecost 10:00 Parish Communion John & Ann S
Hymns: AMNS 1(pt2+dox), 93, 89, 233 Int: Roger H
Anthem: Holy Spirit, truth divine - Wynn-Jones (sAB) Svr: Linda S
Reading: Acts 2, 1-21 Peter S
Reading: John 14,8-17 John S
15t June 08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Trinity Reading: Proverbs 8,1-4,22-31 Richard S
Sunday Reading: Psalm 8 Vikki B
09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall) — All Welcome!
10:30 Parish Communion Camilla B
Hymns: HON 212, 126, 314 Int: Anna A
Anthem: Trinity Sunday - Beer (RSCM-SAB) Svr: David C-B
Reading: John 16, 12-15 David C-B
227 June 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Angela S
1stafter ~ 10:00 Parish Communion Fiona P
Trinity Hymns: AMNS 202, 100, 119, 101 Int: Fiona P
Anthem: Hymn to the Trinity — Tchaikowsky (NCA) Svr: Chris W
Reading: 1 Kings 19.1-15a Simon Shaw
Reading: Luke 8.26-39 Prue W
29t June 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Rob L
2nd after ~ 10:00 Sung Matins Bertie G-S
Trinity Hymns: AMNS 144, 249(i), 156(ii), 184 Int: Linda S

Anthem: Benedictus in C - Stanford (sheet)
Reading: Acts 12.1-11 Bertie G-S
Reading: Matthew 16.13-19 Chinwendu M

29t June is Peter Spencer’s last service before his retirement (he is also playing at Bath Abbey on
26t & 27t July). Please come to say thank you for his wonderful contribution to our church music.
Enquiries: vicar@wslchurch.uk / 01189 977988 Music: simon.shaw@wslchurch.uk / 07717 472974
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Parish Register

Baptism: 4™ May Felix Thomas Edward Ritchie
Thanksgiving Service: 22" May  Julian Anthony Goodman (64)

Village Diary - June 2025

Date Time What? Where?
48 12:00pm  Wednesday Club Annual River Cruise Marlow
4th 7:30pm Bell ringing practice (and 11, 18t™, 25")  WSL /

Shottesbrooke
g4 10:00am 3G (and 12%, 19%, 26™) Neville Hall
5th 6:15pm Junior Choir (and 12, 19%, 26t) Neville Hall
5th 7:30pm Choir Practice (and 12", 19%, 26™) WSL Church

6t 6:00pm Cricket Club Social (and 13, 20", 27%)  Cricket Club

(check social media for confirmation)

7t 1:00pm Summer Fete Cricket Club
10" 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
15" 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
16t 1:00pm Charlie Belcher’s Funeral WSL Church
Future Dates of Interest

5% July 2025 Party in the Parish

6t/20%" July 2025 Teas on the Church Lawn

26%/27t™ July 2025 WSL Choir at Bath Abbey

319/24™ August Teas on the Church Lawn

7" September 2025 WSL Village Show
13t September 2025 Walthams Cup 2025

Parish Council Meeting Dates

10* June Meetings are normally held in The Neville
8th July Hall starting at 7.00pm.
5% August Full minutes, including planning, highways and

other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged
7% October versions will be published in the Lych Gate.

9t September
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ototolotelototelototolotelototototolore;
$t Lawrence Café, «om

9.15 t0 10.45 in the Neville Hall, on

Sunday 15th
June.

Come and chat \Q

with friends, read the papers
and have

BREAKFAST !

Bacon, sausages, rolls, croissants,
fruit, pastries, cheese, cereals,
toast, yogurt,tea, coffee and juices
etc. Dogs are welcome too!

The St Lawrence Café is a
social event organised by e e
members of the villageand (‘AN L/,
held on the third Sunday of > N gt Sag
each month. Many thanks ne 0000
go to our sponsors -
Christopher, Pete & §7 T O W
Francesca, Linda, Richard
and Hilary, and to all the
Café team helpers.

And, of course, to YOU for supporting it.
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