Apologies if this magazine has darkened your doormat a little later than usual. Your editor
has been away on his regular pilgrimage to the place where he and Mrs Editor were welded
together many years ago. But | needed a holiday after the rigours of my headline performance
at the Annual Parish Meeting, and now I'm back and ready to tackle the challenges of my
international media empire. And it's a bumper edition of The Lych Gate, which this month is
not only full of all the local happenings but also features the complete 12-page Village Show
schedule from p29 which has been carefully placed for you rip out and keep should you so
desire. The show is on the 8th September so this gives you plenty of time to work on your
entries and get the form in by the 5th.

Pleasant as my break has been, it does mean I've missed part of a very eventful month in
the village. And I'm not just talking about thunderclaps at dawn, strange lights in the night
sky and hordes of rampaging livestock in the lanes. It all sounds a bit “End of Days” but |
know why. Our guardians of universal order and harmony, the PCC, have had a bit of a
reshuffle. And while they were distracted squabbling over what colour their new baseball
caps should be, for the briefest of moments the dark forces of chaos and disorder slipped
through a crack in the continuum. But they were quickly beaten back, and full details of who
is now manning our ecclesiastical defences can be found in the Church News section on p4.

But let’s review what's been happening that WAS intended. We kick off with the church teas
season opener which, despite some less than clement weather conditions, was met with a
proud array of stiff upper lips and managed to raise a spectacular £400+ for church funds.
The Wednesday club were treated to a fascinating talk on St Helena and its history (report
on p10) and of course the annual Choral Festival, highlight of the musical calendar, took
place on the 18th. I'm gutted to have missed such a wonderful occasion but there is a report
and photos on p14 for you to enjoy. Some interesting snippets from our local bell ringers too,
see pp21&22. The WSL/SR golf match is yet to come, too late for press unfortunately.

Looking forward to June, the big news of the month is, of course, the summer festival on the
15th - the only event with enough power to move the date of the Breakfast Café. Sure to be
a great community day, I'll see you there - I'll be the one taking far too many photos to show
off in the July edition. And staying with the cricket pitch, the WSLCC has, after a successful
trial, reinstated the Friday night social session at the club - weather permitting. More on p17.

So let's hope the season sets fair for “Flaming June” as we dust off the summer apparel. I'm
assured that the PCC are back to strength and will keep their eye on the ball, and we won’t
be troubled with any more fire and brimstone....
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Church News

At the time of writing, it has
been the most glorious sunny
weekend and most people in
England have at last been
able to be outside, enjoying
God’s beautiful creation and
some rest and recreation!

We proved how truly stoic we are with a totally rainy afternoon
for the May opening teas, but nevertheless were delighted to
welcome many old and new friends to the occasion. We followed
this up with the melodic and harmonious Choral Festival, which
enabled many people to get together and make music, one of life’s
great joys. Music is mentioned many times in the Bible and there
is no doubt musical talent is a gift from God, as is listening to it, as
it can soothe, uplift, inspire and comfort. Not many things in life
can claim to do all of this at once. Psalm 150:4

PRAISE HIM WITH THE TIMBREL AND DANCE:
PRAISE HIM WITH STRINGED INSTRUMENTS AND ORGANS.”

In April, too late for May reporting, we held our Annual Parish
Church Meeting, and appointed David Crawley Boevey and Simon
Shaw as WSL churchwardens, with Barty Smith and Jacky Hazell
continuing in the Shottesbrooke posts. Fiona Penn moved to be on
the PCC after stepping down from churchwarden along with Anne-
Marie McEvett and Camilla Beech who join the other current PCC
members. The PCC will have held its first meeting of the new
church year in May and continue to manage the church while the
search for a new vicar continues. Hopefully with some more news
in Julys’ Edition.




TEAS ON THE CHURCH LAWN

Come rain or shine!
The Teas team keep the
show on the road.
Thank you to everyone
who came along to May
% 2= Bank Holiday Teas & Plants
We raised £415 for church funds.

Next date- WSL Summer Festival- Tea Tent
Saturday 15 June 2-5.30 pm
To donate a cake please contact Fi on
pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk

Future Tea Dates

Sunday 14th July- WSL Silver Band- musical afternoon

Sunday 28th July

Sunday 11th August ~ —

Sunday 18th August

(note change of date) et 5
JUST MY
CUP OF TEA




WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESB
SERVICE CALENDAR JUNE

Date

Time Service

E 2@24

Sidesmen efc.

2nd Jun  08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke with Phil Watts

Trinity 1

Reading: Jeremiah 6.16-21 Catherine S
Reading: Romans 9.1-13 Jacquie H

10:00 All Age Service
with Phil Watts - 'Zachaeus the Tax Collector'
Hymns: HON 380, 133a, 228
Reading: Luke 19.1-10 Junior Reader

18:00 Choral Evensong with Graham Theobald
Hymns: AMNS 126 10 149 6 Ps 34.1-15
Introit: Jerusalem is built - Walker
Resp: Smith (LP Stone)  Setting: Dyson in D
Anthem: Greater Love - Ireland (OUP-ECM2)
Reading: Jeremiah 5.1-19 Tony B
Reading: Romans 7.7- end Pat W

Camilla B

Bertie G-S
Int: Christopher K

9t Jun 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Graham Theobald David C-B
Trinity 2 10:00 Parish Communion with Graham Theobald MJ S
Hymns: AMNS 118, 100, 336, 202 Int: Chris W
Anthem: From the rising of the sun - Ouseley (AFC) Svr: David C-B
Reading: 2 Corinthians 4.13-5.1 MJ S
Reading: Mark 3.20-35 David C-B
16t Jun 08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Trinity 3 with Phil Watts - 'Roaring Lions'
Reading: 1 Peter 5.5b-11 Richard S
Reading: Luke 15.1-10 John S
10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter) with Phil Watts Ann-Marie McE
Hymns: HON 322 270 392 Int: Roger H
Anthem: O Lord my God - Wesley (NCA) Svr: Chris W
Reading: Luke 15.1-10 Prue W
18:00 Evening Worship online
Reading: Romans 9.14-26 Simon Shaw Int: Chris W
234 Jun 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Graham Theobald Angela S
Trinity 4 09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)
10:00 Parish Communion with Graham Theobald MJ S
Hymns: AMNS 115, 212, 106, 205 Int: Rob L
Anthem: O thou who at thy Eucharist - Wéldike (OEA) Svr: Linda S
Reading: 2 Corinthians 6.1-13 Rupert McG
Reading: Mark 4.35-41 MJ S
30t Jun 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Roy Burgess
Trinity 5 10:00 Sung Matins with Roy Burgess John & Ann S
Hymns: AMNS 133, 317, 413 Ps 130 Int: Fiona P

Settings: Ven (22), Te Deum (Oakley), Bndcts (Shaw)

Anthem: Pray thet Jerusalem - Stanford (NCA)
Reading: 2 Samuel 1.1, 17-27 Rosemary McG
Reading: 2 Corinthians 8.7-15 John S
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Parish Register

Memorial/Interment of Ashes: ~ 21**May  Shirley Anne Newton (79)

Village Diary - June 2024

Date Time What? Where?

4w 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall

5th 10:15am  Wednesday Club Boat Trip The Thames

SH 7:30pm Bell ringing practice (and 12, 19%, 26%)  WSL/
Shottesbrooke

6t 10:00am 3G (and 13, 20, 27t%) Neville Hall

6t 6:15pm Junior Choir (and 13%™, 20t 27t) Neville Hall

6t 7:30pm Choir Practice (and 13%™, 20t, 27t) WSL Church

7t 6:00pm Cricket Club Social (weather permitting) Cricket Club
(and 141, 215 28™)

gth 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
15t 2:00pm Summer Festival Cricket Club

Future Dates of Interest
14" July 2024 Teas with the Silver Band
21 July 2024 The Waltham Cup Cricket Match
8" September 2024 WSL Village Show
28t September 2024 Happy Circus at The School
26/27™ October 2024  WSL Choir St Albans Visit
17" May 2025 WSL Choral Festival 2025

Parish Council Meeting Dates

1% June (Site Visits) Meetings are normally held in The Neville
4t June Hall starting at 7.00pm.

9™ July Full minutes, including planning, highways and
other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged
versions will be published in the Lych Gate.

6™ August (Planning)
7" September
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AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAZ
Come and have BREAKFAST at the

St Lawrence Café @3’/\
9.15 £0 10.45, =

s Sunday 9" June,

in the Neville Hall.

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF
DATE FOR THIS MONTH'S CAFE.

AN

The Parish Summer Festival is on Saturday 15"
June at the Cricket Ground. The Sunday morning
will be busy with clearing up, (the tables will all
be there too) and so we have moved the Café to
the weekend before, the SECOND Sunday.

Bacon, sausages, rolls, fruit, pastries, croissants,
cheese, cereals, toast, yogurts, juices,

tea and coffee etc.

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by members of the
village and held on the third Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to
our sponsors, Christopher, Pete & Francesca, Charles and Linda, to all

the Café team helpers and to YOU for supporting it.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAALAAAALAAAAAAAALAAALAADL
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3G-Meeting Place

Want to meet new friends?
Had a bad week and want a cup of cheer?
Want to meet other new Mums?
Lost touch with friends and feeling lonely?
Got something funny to share?

These are just some of the many reasons for popping
into 36 on a Thursday- Neville Hall 10-11.45am.

Everyone welcome- no qualifications needed

Just fime to




All About St Helena, at the Wednesday Club

=if= + — 30ofthe club metinthe Neville Hall on the
g gt May for a fascinating illustrated talk on
St Helena given by Rupert McGuigan. He
and Rosemary visited there several years
ago at the invitation of a friend who had a
property there.

} St Helena is a very rugged, hilly volcanic
i island of 75 square miles, deep in the
Atlantic, 1000 miles west of Northern Angola and 2000 miles east of South
America. It has a temperate climate ,70 - 80 F all year. The highest point, Diana’s
Peak, is at 2800 feet. The population is around 4000 who are British.

It was sheer luck the uninhabited, fertile island with temperate climate was
ever found, first by the Portuguese who were travelling to India. In 1513
Fernando Lopez brought slaves, livestock, vegetables, and fruit trees. He built
a chapel that is still there. In 1580 Francis Drake on the Golden Hind visited on
his way round the world, then Thomas Cavendish who plundered French and
Spanish boats. After rivalry between the British and the Dutch in 1657 the first
British Governor was appointed and later the East India Company took over.
The British built a fortress, and it became their 2nd oldest colony after
Bermuda. Over the years it became a regular stopping point for ships travelling
back from the east for R and R and re-victualling.

Halley built an observatory on the island in the 1670s from where he first saw
Halley’s Comet! Captain Cook and the Duke of Wellington visited and Charles
Darwin who arrived on the Beagle spent a year there.

Theisland which only has 3 places to land, the coast being very rocky, and many
ships have sunk in the attempt. Until the building of the airport which has been
open since 2016 (built on a very windy site and has 2 or 3 flights a week in a
40-seater plane, that can’t always land) the only way there was by a boat, 7
days sailing from South Africa. On arrival you need to go through customs and
passport control.

The capital is Jamestown in a valley on the north of the island. The entrance to
the town is through an arch in a stone wall. There is a cathedral, one of 7
churches and chapels, and a prison. The main street hasn’t changed for 200
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years. The hospital was built in 1790 and
renewed in 1860. One way to the fort is up
Jacob’s ladder (left), 699 steps. Another fort,
High Knoll Fort was built higher up in the
18th century to accommodate all islanders
in the event of invasion, which never
happened.

Napoleon spent the last 5 and a half years
of his life there in a small house with a
retinue of 12. He was allowed freedom
_ 2 within a 12-mile radius of the house and
dictated his memoirs there. He was initially buried in the centre of the island,
but his body was returned to Paris 19 years later. After Napoleon it continued
to act as a penal colony. Zulus were sent there after the 1889-1899 Zulu wars.
Prince Dinizulu arrived as Zulu warrior and left dressed as an English
gentleman. In the Boer War 6000 Boers were sent there including 2 generals.
Later more Zulus and a ruler of Zanzibar were housed in the fort at the top of
Jacob’s ladder. The Boers brought typhoid to the island.

The Suez Canal and the arrival of steamships were the death knell for St Helena
as a stopover point because no longer was there a need to supply ships with
food. Flax, used for mailbags, was grown instead but this industry collapsed
with advent of synthetic fibres. Rats came off ships and cats and dogs were
introduced, and the population had no source of income. Now the population
provide manpower on Tristan da Cunha and Ascension Island.

The island has many unique species of birds, insects and plants so is often
named the Galapagos of the Atlantic Ocean. In 1882 a 50 year old giant tortoise
was brought to the island and still survives.

Thank you so much Rupert and Rosemary for sharing your experience and
letting us have an insight into the history of St Helena.

Branwen Mellors

The next Wednesday Club is on the 5t June, the ever popular club annual boat
trip will be taking place from Boulters Lock to Windsor on the Thames.

1"




Whats Happening in June

Parish Council Meeting — Tue 4t 7:00pm

The parish council will be holding its regular monthly
meeting on the 4" in the Neville Hall. All are welcome to
attend and have your voice heard. Just don’t shout too loud,
they are sensitive souls...

Wednesday Club — Wed 5t 2:30pm

On the 5™ June, The Wednesday Club will be holding
their very popular annual River Cruise. This year 32
members will cruise from Boulter’s Lock in
Maidenhead to Windsor. The coach will leave the
Pound at 10.15am for a 90 mins cruise from 11am to
12.30pm. Return coach from Windsor at 2.30pm so
time for a picnic or shopping. Let’s hope the summer -~
is well and truly set in by then!

Bell Ringing — Wed 5", 12", 19t and 26t 7:30pm (see pp218&22)

Bell ringing practice takes place every Wednesday at 7:30 in
either WSL or Shottesbrooke church, please contact Jacquie
Hazell on 07905 085815 for details. New recruits are
welcome!

3G — Thu 6%, 13t, 20t and 27" 10:00am (see p9)

3G runs every Thursday. This friendly group meets in the
Neville Hall 10-11:45am and is for all generations who would
like to pop in for a cuppa, a chat, or some play. Just come
along, all welcome.

Junior Choir — Thu 6%, 13t 20t" and 27t 6:15pm

Junior Choir rehearses in the Neville Hall every Thursday
during school term time. Any child aged 5-11 is
welcome to join, learn essential skills and make new
friends. Keep an eye out for their upcoming
performances. To join up, contact Fiona on 07793
563204 / pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk
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