Your globetrotting editor is penning this month’s editorial whilst sipping a delightful cocktail,
lounging underneath gently swaying palm trees on the sun-drenched island of Antigua. | am
not trying to make you jealous (well, maybe a little?) nor to give you the impression that my
overlords in the PCC are paying me far too much. | am simply a victim of press deadlines. It
was on this very spot that Mrs Editor and | were shackled together in matrimony exactly 25
years ago, and we chose to celebrate by returning here. She would not be amused if | had
attempted to alter our schedule to allow for the Lych Gate copy dates and so here we are.
I've worked in worse offices, and who knows — given the fact that | am on PCC business
perhaps the cost of the trip can go on expenses? | await their answer...

Last month, of course, was dominated by The Coronation. If you watched it from home, from
WSL church, or even in person, I'm sure you will agree that everything went off splendidly
despite the rain attempting to dampen proceedings. Whatever one’s opinion, surely all must
agree that nobody does pomp and ceremony quite like the British. And of course, we must
not forget (as if!) our own Coronation party the day after. A huge amount of effort went into
organising it which was rewarded with unexpectedly glorious weather. | was there, caught
the parade, then managed to get into the Neville Hall ahead of the throng and devour all of
the sandwiches. Sorry about that — but they were excellent! Then | spent some time enjoying
the sunshine and the sight of so many villagers and families revelling in the occasion. | also
took a moment to check out the beautiful flowers and coronation boards in the church. Well
done to all concerned, more reports to follow in this edition as you would expect.

As if this wasn’t enough excitement for one month, our indefatigable choirmaster Simon Shaw
and his troops thumbed their noses at the Eurovision final and filled the church with glorious
choral music on the 13". Unfortunately, | was already in the Lesser Antilles but | have heard
some excellent feedback and a “Douze Points” report can be found herein.

And on to the big upcoming event in June. Move over Glastonbury; Reading - you are but a
worm; here comes the Waltham St Lawrence and Shurlock Row Summer Festival on the
17th. | hope the cricket club is ready to deal with the thousands of abandoned tents, muddy
trenches, half eaten fajitas and strangely scented curios that may result, but | think | may be
worrying unnecessarily. It's sure to be a great and wholesome family occasion. Mind you, |
notice that the St Lawrence Café team have brought forward their date to the second Sunday
in June (the 11™) instead of the day after the festival. They claim it's because the big event
will have stolen their tables. But we know it's really because everyone will be so “tired and
emotional”. Worry not folks - what happens at The Festival stays at The Festival!
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Letter from The Parsonage

My dear Friends

It all went off very well, didn’t it? | mean the Coronation
of course. Everyone who watched it — which means just
about everyone — agreed that the TV coverage had been
excellent, and that the ceremony itself in Westminster
Abbey was both awesome and moving. It did rain a little
on King Charles’s parade, and we were a few planes
short in the flypast, but this barely dented people’s
overall enjoyment of the weekend. Locally too our villages put on a splendid
show in what, if | say it myself, was a great collaboration between the church
and the wider community.

Personally, | watched the event on the big screen set up by David Gray in
church, enjoying the company of people who might otherwise have been
on their own — yes, there was a bit of backchat! — eating and drinking the
refreshments provided by our excellent waitress Fi, studying David’s
magnificent display boards, and surrounded by the floral delights created by
our dedicated flower arrangers. And then there was that packed service on
Sunday, featuring the combined choirs and the JC drama group, as well as
traditional content such as Jerusalem and of course the National Anthem
(in which many of us older ones are still having to concentrate hard to sing
the new words). Then came the parade and the party!

Although it seems hardly likely that we shall be waiting another 70 years
for the next one, a coronation is a rare event, and thus a very significant
one in the life of the church and nation, because for those few hours it
unites them like nothing else. To the surprise of some, the service is
explicitly and exclusively Christian (even though other faiths were
represented by their leaders). It is a powerful reminder of the way in which
the Christian story has profoundly shaped our culture. The essential
elements date back to the crowning of King Edgar at Bath Abbey in 973,
when he became the first King of All England. In that service, as with the
one just gone, there was a procession, oaths, anointing, and investiture,
followed by Communion.

The coronation ceremony has always been steeped in the Bible. This is
seen, most obviously, in the fact that the monarch swears on the Bible and
takes the Coronation Oath. Our new King publicly vowed that he would
“to the utmost of [his] power maintain the Laws of God and the true
profession of the Gospel.”



The tradition of anointing kings with oil goes back to the Old Testament,
where Samuel anointed Israel’s first king, Saul (in a rather low-key
ceremony actually), and later more famously Solomon was anointed by
Zadok the Priest (cue to start humming to yourself Handel’s masterpiece).

The act of consecration is the most sacred part of the service. As with
Queen Elizabeth Il in 1953, this was hidden from public view as those
screens were placed round three sides of the chair. This gave King Charles
a private moment to reflect on the significance of the events taking place.

Some today do not support the idea of monarchy in a modern democracy.
Others, whilst not members of Republic, are uneasy about the ceremony
being 100% Christian. They ask whether a more interfaith coronation might
not recoup a perceived loss of legitimacy for the monarchy in today's multi-
cultural society. Yet in Britain at least those of other faiths have affirmed
the importance of maintaining the distinctively Christian character of the
coronation. Why?

First, the coronation ceremony emphasises the monarch’s submission to
the higher sovereignty of God. It relativises kingship itself and, in doing so,
calls to account every human exercise of power.

Second, the ceremony further orientates the monarchy and, hence the
government, towards accountability by the public taking of an oath to God.
The monarch’s oath sets a standard for public life in general.

Third, in addition to the upward responsibility to God, the ceremony also
emphasises the monarch’s downward responsibilities to his or her subjects.
The King declared that his role was not to be served but to serve, the very
words of Jesus himself. | was glad to see them as the front page headline in
one of the national dailies on 6 May.

On the occasion of her Diamond Jubilee, Queen Elizabeth Il explained that
the Church has a duty to protect the free practice of all faiths in this
country. She further added: “Woven into the fabric of this country, the
Church has helped to build a better society — more and more in active co-
operation for the common good with those of other faiths.”

If she was right, it means that when a British monarch standing in this
tradition of Christian monarchy, as Supreme Governor of the Church of
England swears an oath to God, it is good news for people of all faiths, as
well as none.

Your sincere friend and Vicar Charles Mason



SERVICE CALENDAR JUNE 2023

WALTHAM ST LAWRMGE AND SHOTTESBROOKE

Date  Time Service Sidesmen etfc.
4t June 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Andrew Campbell
Trinity ~ 08:45 Holy Communion at Shottesbrooke - ‘Blessed Trinity’

Sunday  10:00 All-age Service - ‘Three in One and One in Three’ Bertie Gilbart-Smith

Songs: HON 212, 69, 125, 235
Reading: Matthew 3.13-17 Junior Reader

18:00 Choral Evensong - ‘Making sense of the Trinity’ Pat Woodford
Hymns: AMNS 180, 5(ii), 97,6 Ps: 8 (ch35) Int: Charles Mason
Canticles: Aston in F Resp: Sanders

Anthem: Here, O Lord - Whitlock (sheet)
Reading: Isaiah 6.1-8 Pat Woodford
Reading: Revelation 4.1-11 Tony Boyd

11th June 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Angela Sage

Saint 09:15 St Lawrence Café (Neville Hall) Al Welcome!

Barnabas 10:30 Morning Worship - ‘What is faith?’ John & Ann Skidmore
Hymns: HON 368, sheet (t170i), 405 Int: Simon Shaw

Anthem: Give us the wings of faith - Bullock (sheet)
Reading: Hebrews 11.1-16, 39-40 Prue Williams

18th June 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Andrew Campbell
Trinity 2 08:45 Morning Prayer af Shottesbrooke - The demoniac and the pigs’

10:00 Parish Communion - ‘Struggle and victory’ MJ Streather

Hymns: AMNS 210, 112, 212, 214 Int: Linda Sykes

Anthem: Panis Angelicus - Franck (NCA359) Svr: Andy Hyde

Reading: Hebrews 12.1-17 Rosemary McGuigan
Reading: John 15.20-16.4 Rupert McGuigan
18:00 Evening Worship online - ‘God in three Persons’

25 June 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) David Crawley-Boevey
Trinity 3 10:00 Parish Communion - ‘Walking the walk’ Bertie Gilbart-Smith
Hymns: AMNS 209, 213, 231, 194 Int : Anna Ablewhite
Anthem: A new commandment - Nardone (SAB39) Svr: Linda Sykes

Reading: Hebrews 13.1-16 Harsha Mason
Reading: Mark 7.9-19 Bertie Gilbart-Smith

2nd July  08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Sue Burridge
Trinity 4 08:45 Holy Communion at Shottesbrooke - ‘lliness cured, death defeated’

10:00 All-age Service - ‘The faithful witness’ Camilla Beech

18:00 Choral Evensong Pat Woodford

Canticles: Murrill in E Resp: Shephard Int: Christopher King

Anthem: Blessed city, heavenly Salem - Bairstow

Communion music setting for June: St Lawrence Mass (Shaw)
Vicar: Charles Mason Choirmaster. Simon Shaw Organist: Peter Spencer Junior Choir: Fiona Penn
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Parish Register

Interment of Ashes: 25 April Alan Lidiard

Village Diary - June 2023

Date Time What? Where?

1%t 10:00am 3G (also 8™, 15%™, 22" and 29%) Neville Hall
15t 6:15pm  Junior Choir (also 8%, 15t, 22" and 29t") Neville Hall
1%t 7:30pm  Church Choir Practice (also 8, 15, 22 WSL Church

and 29t)
6th 7:00pm  Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
™ Wednesday Club River Cruise Caversham
7t 7:30pm  Bell ringing practice WSL /

(also 14, 21%tand 28™) Shottesbrooke
11*  9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
17" 4:00pm  WSL & SR Summer Festival Cricket Club

Future Dates of Interest

9t July 2023 Celebration Teas on the church lawn
14™ July 2023 “Addicted to 80s” at the Cricket Club
22 & 23 July 2023 WSL Choir sing at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford
31t August 2023 Deadline for further education grant applications
to the WSL Charities
Parish Council Meeting Dates
3™ June (site visits) Meetings are normally held in The Neville Hall
6 June starting at 7.00pm.
4™ July Full minutes, including planning, highways and
8th August other detailed matters are available to view on

the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

h
5% September versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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Come and have BREAKFAST at the

$t Lawrence
Café gjo

9.15 to 10.45, \7\\3
Sunday 11" June,

in the Neville Hall.

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF
DATE FOR THIS MONTH'S CAFE.
T

The Summer Festival is on Saturday 17t" June at the Cricket
Ground and the Sunday morning will be busy with clearing
up, (the tables will all be there too) and the so we have
moved the Café to the weekend before, the SECOND Sunday.

Bacon, sausages, rolls, fruit, pastries, croissants,
cheese, cereals, toast, yogurts, juices,

tea and coffee etc.

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by members of the
village and held on the third Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to
our sponsors, Christopher, Pete & Francesca, Charles and Linda, to all

the Café team helpers and to YOU for supporting it.

AAAAAAAALAAAAAAAALAAALAAAALAAAAAALAAALAALAAAAAAALAAAL
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The Wednesday Club were delighted to
welcome Patricia Williams as the
speaker at our meeting in May. For
many years she has been a judge for the
Cookery and Preserves sections at
Village Shows around the area,
including a regular invitation to judge at
the Waltham St. Lawrence Village Show.

“Bake Off” Tips at The Wednesday Club

She emphasised the importance of reading the schedule in detail before
embarking on a recipe. Dusting a cake with caster sugar, when asked for
icing sugar, means that points will be deducted, however delicious the
cake. She made the point that presentation is also crucial (size of tin and
measurements) though fortunately doilies are not compulsory
anymore! Preserves should be correctly labelled and presented in the
right jars.

She gave us useful tips on baking in all classes from Victoria sponges to
meringues, scones, and pastry. Patricia was very happy to get involved
in a debate with knowledgeable and appreciative members of the
audience. Of course, in the question and answer session, there was the
inevitable query on “soggy bottoms” but | am not going to reveal here
her tried and trusted solution to this problem!

From the interest amongst members, | am sure there will be an increase
in the number of entries in our Show in September. In fact, they should
all be worthy of First Prize! Our thanks got to Patricia for giving us such
an entertaining and informative talk.

Prue Williams

Next time, on 7" June, 30 members of the Wednesday Club will embark on a
river cruise from Caversham to Henley.




Choral Extravaganza!

Those who attended the
superb Choral Festival in the
church on the evening of
Saturday 13 May will surely
agree it was a real treat and
for those who didn't come
you really missed out!

It was co-ordinated by Simon Shaw, our |
talented church Choirmaster, with six choirs
taking part, ranging from chamber choirs to
madrigal groups to our own church choir. They
sang pieces ranging from Scarlatti to Dusty
Springfield, from Rossini to Rutter, from Aston
to ABBA and included folk songs in diverse
settings. The final third of the programme was
a magnificent performance of extracts from Mendelssohn’s Elijah, sung
by the combined choirs —almost 50 performers —accompanied by violin
and cello and our wonderful organist Peter Spencer. It was a very moving

(g 74 : and uplifting
experience to hear
all those voices -
most of whom had
only rehearsed

‘ together for about
e | b 1k two hours that

afternoon - creating such marvellous music. And, to top it all, as an
encore and a tribute to the coronation weekend, they sang Parry’s 'l was
glad’, a setting of Psalm 122, which was written for the Coronation of
Edward VIl in 1902 - a very fitting way to end a memorable concert.
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Thanks must go not only to
Simon and Peter, but also to
Fiona Penn and her team of cake
and sandwich makers who
served a substantial tea to all
the choir members during the
afternoon, along with
refreshments in the concert
interval, and to many others
who helped with stage
construction, logistics and so

on. The concert was free but over £600 was raised for Tearfund, a charity
which provides help in many war-torn areas of the world. But the biggest
thanks must go to everyone who turned up to listen, donate and show
their support for and appreciation of the huge effort which had gone
into the production of this event by so many people. Thank you.

Isabelle Crawley-Boevey
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The full set of photos can be found at www.wsl.link/gallery/1440-choral-festival-pics

WSL Church Choir will be singing at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford - 22" & 23" July
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