Phew - what a scorcher! Summer has truly arrived (at the time or writing anyway) and we
have all had to redirect our very British grumblings from “too cold and wet”, to “too hot”. But
it is a novel experience to be able to walk down the lane, rather than wade, and to dig out
the shorts from the bottom of the drawer to give one’s lily-white legs a chance of a tan. It is
quite possible that by the time you are reading this, things may have taken a turn for the
depressingly normal but in the meantime, | hope you have been enjoying the swarms of
insects, the melted dogs and the ever-present whiff of factor 30.

Your dutiful editor has just recovered from the Waltham St Lawrence and Shurlock Row
Festival where sunshine was soaked up, many photos were taken, and much beer was
consumed — a more detailed write up and some of those photos can be found in this edition.
Apologies if some of the pictures are a bit wobbly - the beer may have slipped down a little
too easily and affected the camera settings. But | would like to say a huge “thank you” to all
those involved for putting on a fantastic community occasion for us to enjoy.

So, what’s in store for July? The big (and somewhat sad) news is, of course, that our vicar
for the last 7 years — Rev. Charles Mason, has finally had enough of us (and who can blame
him?) and will be stepping down from his duties in order to put his feet up in blissful
retirement. Thank you, Charles, for your committed and unswerving service to our community.
I’'m sure everyone will join me in wishing you and Harsha a long, peaceful, and well-deserved
retirement. A full tribute to Charles’ tenure can be found herein, and there will be a special
celebration Church Teas on the 9" July, which is the day of his final service.

And just when you may have finally recovered from the festival, on the 14" July the Cricket
Club will be hosting its regular musical soiree. Much beer, wine, BBQ, and curry will be on
offer and of course the star attraction is once again a performance by the superb “Addicted
to 80s” band. Your editor has never missed this event, it's always a cracking night - made
that little bit more bearable by the fact that (unlike a few years back) | am not going to be
subjecting you to my own bass guitar playing. So there’s no excuse, get your tickets and I'll
see you there. | should also mention that if you fancy something a little more traditional and
gentler on the ear, the WSL Church Choir is on the road showing the pros how it's done, and
will be performing at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford on the 22" and 23™. They never fail to
impress and would definitely appreciate some eager groupies to fill the tour bus.

Otherwise, all the regular happenings are proceeding to plan, full details in these pages. And
with that, English persons, get your mad dogs out (maybe pack a brolly just in case) and let's
make it a summer to remember.

Issue number 1,172, July 2023
All copy for the August 2023 issue by Friday 215t July 2023 to the Editor:
Steve Bowe - editor@wsl.link / 07768 328914.
Advertising enquiries to the Business Manager:
Peter Harland-Jones - lychgate98@gmail.com / (0118) 934 0367

The Lych Gate is published by the Parochial Church Council and distributed free to each household in the parish.
Copies are also available at £1.00 each from the church and The Bell. Postal subscriptions within the UK are £25 per
year. For details of subscriptions and advertising rates please contact the Business Manager. Notices or articles for

commercial or other non-charitable causes may be subject to a charge, if accepted for publication. Views expressed
in the magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or the PCC. The publishers do not accept responsibility
for products or services advertised in this magazine and reserve the right to refuse adverts at their sole discretion.

The Lych Gate magazine is printed by Denwal Press, Maidenhead, Berkshire.
Cover Photo Steve Bowe - Summer sunshine in Halls Lane

3



Letter from The Parsonage

My dear Friends

This is my 83rd and final monthly letter as Priest-in-
Charge/Vicar of Waltham St Lawrence/Waltham St
Lawrence and Shottesbrooke — and probably as Vicar of
anywhere at all, as my full retirement is just weeks away.
At such a time | naturally find myself drawn to the
subject of change and moving on.

The transition from work to retirement is generally acknowledged to be
tricky to handle well, and particularly so for clergy. There are two
reasons for this: first, it nearly always involves moving house as well, and
secondly because clergy carry on being church members but experience
it from the pew instead of the stall, week by week watching others doing
‘their’ job. In our case, one more thing to add to the mix is that, as |
mentioned in April, Harsha is also retiring, so we’ll both be getting used
to a new lifestyle. (I don’t think she is planning to revisit her school every
week!)

These life events also tend to make us reflect on the passing of the years
and the ageing process. The 40th anniversary of my ordination and my
70th birthday — both somewhat ‘submerged’ by the pandemic — did in
fact take place during my time here.

Of course, in some ways | am looking forward to retirement. There will
be freedom from the responsibility of ‘keeping the show on the road’ —
if | may use such untheological language — and hopefully more time for
cultural and leisure pursuits. Harsha and | are both keen ‘National
Trusters’, and my annual bike trip with my brother might get extended
over a few more days. If we end up within reasonable reach of our family
(whether we shall is still unknown as | write this) we hope to have time
to be useful grandparents; and who knows? we might even get round to
things we’ve been planning to do for years, such as cataloguing dozens
of reels of pre-digital photos!

Yes, there’s much to look forward to, but at the same time we’ve had a
very happy seven years here in the villages, and there are many people
we shall greatly miss. Being something of a sucker for old musicals, | find
myself quoting or even singing to myself a couple of lines from that 1950s
classic Salad Days:
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Oh yes, it’s not that | want to stay,
It’s just that | don’t want to go.

The Bible, as always, has plenty to help us out in such situations: ‘moving
on’ is a major Biblical theme. Admittedly, the first moving on, from the
Garden of Eden, was the result of the fall of man, but it’s only a few
chapters later that we find the very first recorded words of God to
Abraham, the founder of the Jewish nation: ‘Go from your country and
your kindred and your father’s house...” (Genesis 12.1). David the
shepherd boy is removed from the homely rural surroundings of
Bethlehem to go and serve in the royal court (I Samuel 18.2), and the
text specifically says that Saul would not let him return to his father’s
house. Amos was a herdsman and fruit farmer, but was ‘taken’ from that
by God and told to be a full-time prophet instead (Amos 7.14,15).

Turning to the New Testament, we find Galilean fishermen and a tax
collector becoming itinerant apostles, and the apostle Paul knows it is
his calling not to remain very long in any one place, but to preach Christ
in new regions (Romans 15.20, 21). You may know that weepy farewell
scene in Acts 20, where Paul and the Ephesians say their last goodbyes.

Even these examples, however, do not do justice to the Bible’s teaching
about change. From a Christian perspective our whole life on earth is a
journey, a pilgrimage to our eternal heavenly home, even if we have
never moved from the house where we were born. As the writer to the
Hebrews puts it: ‘Here we have no lasting city, but we are looking for
the city that is to come’ (Hebrews [13.14). Moving on from one job,
career, home, town, county, country or even continent to another is by
comparison merely incidental.

What does not change, of course, is the creed we profess, the gospel by
which we are saved, and Jesus Christ whom we love and seek to serve;
he ‘is the same yesterday and today and for ever’ (Hebrews 13.8). That’s
something in which | rejoice for myself and for you as our ways, humanly
speaking, are shortly to part.

Your sincere friend and Vicar

Charles Mason



WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR JULY 2023

Date Time Service Sidesmen etc.
2nd July 08:45 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) Sue Burridge
Trinity 4  08:45 Holy Communion at Shottesbrooke ‘lliness cured, death defeated’

10:00 All age Service - ‘The faithful witness — Stephen’ Camilla Beech

Hymns: HON 81a, 87, 457
Reading: Acts 6.8-10;7.54-60 Junior reader

18:00 Choral Evensong - ‘Safe home again’ Pat Woodford
Hymns: AMNS 402, 15, 131(t464) Ps: Int: Christopher King
Setting: Murrill in E Resp: Shephard

Anthem: Blessed city, heavenly Salem - Bairstow
Blessing: Deo Gratias — Byrd

Reading: Isaiah 35.1-10 Tony Boyd

Reading: Revelation 21.1-7 Pat Woodford

9t July 08:45 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) David Crawley-Boevey
Trinity 5 10:00 Parish Communion - ‘The Leader, leaders, and the led”  John & Ann Skidmore
Hymns: AMNS 105, 345(om3,6), 122, 283(t332) Svr: Harsha Mason
Introit: Lead me, Lord — Wesley (NCA206) Int: Chris Woodhams

Anthem: Teach me, O Lord — Attwood (AFC)
Reading: Hebrews 13.17-25 John Skidmore
Reading: John 10.11-18 Christopher King
14:30 Church Teas — with a farewell to Charles and Harsha
16t July 08:45 Morning Prayer at Shottesbrooke with Roy Burgess
Trinity 6  09:15 St Lawrence Café — Neville Hall - All welcome!
10:30 Parish Communion (short form) with Roy Burgess MJ Streather
Hymns: AMNS 230, 509(i), 156(i) Int: Simon Shaw
Anthem: Notre Pére — Duruflé (sheet)
Reading: Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23 MJ Streather
18:00 Evening Worship online — see wsl.link for Zoom link
22nd - 237 July Choir sings services at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford

23rd July 08:45 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with Roy Burgess Rob Lyman

Trinity 7 10:00 Parish Communion (no choir) with Roy Burgess Bertie Gilbart-Smith
Hymns: AMNS 177, 471, 125, 170(om*) Svr: David Crawley-B
Reading: Romans 8.12-25 Bertie Gilbart-Smith Int: Rob Lyman
Reading: Matt 13.24-30,36-43 Rosemary McGuigan

30th July 08:45 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with Dave Atallah Sue Burridge

Trinity 8  10:00 Sung Matins with Andy Ferguson MJ Streather
Hymns: AMNS 343, 166, 194, 147 Int: Linda Sykes

Venite:22 Te Deum:Oakley Bndcts:Shaw Resp:Ferial

Anthem: Pleasure it is — Cope (OEAS8S)

Reading: 1 Kings 3.5-12 Peter Spencer

Reading: Matt 13.31-33,44-52 David Crawley-Boevey
Favourite hymns! Tell us if you would like to sing a particular hymn; we will include it when it
matches the service theme — or at a Songs of Praise service. Email: simon.shaw@uwslchurch.uk
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Parish Register

Baptism: 21 May Jaxx Gray
4™ June Lisa Bennett

Wedding: 20" May Alistair Corless & Imogen Hay
Date Time What? Where?
4th 7:00pm  Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
5Hi 2:30pm  Wednesday Club Annual Teas Cricket Club
5th 7:30pm  Bell ringing practice WSL /

(also 12t, 19t and 26) Shottesbrooke

6th 10:00am 3G (also 13" and 20t") Neville Hall
6t 6:15pm  Junior Choir (also singalong on the 13t) Neville Hall

6th 7:30pm  Church Choir Practice (also 13", 20", 27") ~ WSL Church
gth 2:30pm  Celebration Teas for Charles and Harsha WSL Church
14" 7:00pm  “Addicted to 80s” Cricket Club
16"  9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall

22 6:000m  WSL Choir @ Christ Church Cathedral (also  Oxford
23 11:00am and 6:00pm)

23 2:30pm  Teas on the church lawn WSL Church
Future Dates of Interest

13%/27" August 2023  Teas on the church lawn.

31t August 2023 Deadline for WSL Charities education grant
applications

10" September 2023  WSL Village Show

Parish Council Meeting Dates

1t July (site visits) Meetings are normally held in The Neville Hall
4% July starting at 7.00pm.

8™ August Full minutes, including planning, highways and
other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged
versions will be published in the Lych Gate.

5t September
10" October
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Everyone is welcome at the

St Lawrence Café
Sunday 16"
July,
9.15 to0 10.45,
in the Neville Hall.

Come and chat with
friends, read the
papers, (maybe bring
your dog?) and have

BREAKFAST

Bacon, sausages, baked beans,

rolls, fruit, juice, pastries,
croissants, cheese, toast, yogurt,
tea & coffee etc.

. Lo ()
The St Lawrence Café is a '\}; i

social event organised by . = .l \(/ ( ; Iy
members of the village .\{"’ s
and held on the third "‘; TRVA
Sunday of each month. = | VA
Many thanks go to our A WV |
sponsors (Christopher, Charles, Linda,

Pete & Francesca), to all the Café team helpers and to YOU for
supporting it.

LHCHOHCHOHOHCHOHC OHC OHCHOHOHCH O OHOHOHOHO CHC OHCHOHOHCHOHO OHCHOHOHOHCH O OHOHOHOHCO CHO QHOHOHOHO CHO OHOHOH
LHHOHCHOHOHCHOHC CHC OHCHOHCHCHOHC OHOHOHOHC CHC OHCHOHOHCH CHC OHCHOHOHOHCHO OHCHOHOHOHOHO CHO QHCHOHOHO OHO OHOHOHE

jofeiejeietelotelotelotoleioleiotolotolelotolototolototolototelotetolotelele
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Village Show 2023

v B ALRS

Waltham St Lawrence & Shurlock Row

Village Show

Sunday 10" September 2023
Show opens to the public at 2pm

Chairman’s message

We are hoping to have a truly fantastic show this year and are so looking forward
to seeing you on the day and hopefully lots of entries!

It is a community event which is quite special, and it encourages all ages to
follow an interest or passion in cooking, growing, crafting, painting, taking
photos and so on. We hope you feel inspired to enter and see how your efforts
compare to your neighbours and friends. The judges are experts in their fields
and all take on board the show’s ethos of dedicated amateurism.

If entering is not your thing then please just come in the afternoon to admire the
exhibits, have a cup of tea and some delicious home-made cake! We would
love to see you.

As always | would like to thank the committee who give their time throughout
the year to stage the show and all the other people who give their support. |
would like to thank everyone who donates prizes for the raffle and especially
our generous sponsor, the David Brownlow Charitable Foundation.

See you at the show!

Louise Campbell

villageshow1@gmail.com

| A copy of the village show schedule accompanies this edition of the Lych Gate.




Messing About on the River

Wednesday Club River Trip, Caversham to Henley 7th June

What fun was had by all. Special thanks should go to John Rogers
for organising the event despite being unable to join us on the
day.

The day was not without its challenges as 28 of us departed the
Pound on a stubbornly grey morning. Our driver was evidently
not the most confident on twisty rural Berkshire lanes, passing
the first lorry was nearly the end (yes you guessed it, it was bin
day).

Our destination was Caversham Bridge, but what none of us had remembered was the
collapse of the Sewer in Church Road. Try doing a U-turn in a coach - so we took the
long way round.

We were all relieved when we went aboard the boat. But...then the sun came out and
you could feel the mood change. All smiles and happy chat!

For those with an interest in wildlife, the river was at its best. Amongst other things |
saw two kingfishers and a heron, plus many birds being territorial over their nests and
little ones. There were many more feathered friends, but | am no expert. Because the
river traffic was so light, we were able to enjoy nature at its best. Nothing happens
quickly when “messing about on the river”, including going through the locks, | think if
there had been more river traffic, we may have missed our coach back!

Very interesting listening to people’s conversations, Paul Daniels,
Debbie McGee, Anthony Worrall Thompson, Uri Geller, George
Clooney - not the cast list of a movie, just the names of people with
sufficient funds to live on that stretch of the Thames. Some of the
properties are magnificent, some in my humble opinion are ghastly!

We arrived in Henley beautifully smart and Regatta ready, there was
enough time for a quick bite to eat (I noticed a lot of ice cream
consumption), then sadly time to return to the hustle & bustle of Waltham St
Lawrence.

What a lovely day, thank you John and thank you sunshine!

MJ Streather

Next time, on the 5t July at 2:30pm, The Wednesday Club will be holding its annual tea
party at the Cricket Club
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Teas on the Church Lawn
S T I . iR A Special Celebration Teas

Sunday July 9t 2.30-5.0pm

Other summer dates 2.30- 4.30pm
Sunday 23 July
Sunday 13t August
Sunday 27t August

What Next for the Church?

Charles Mason is retiring as vicar and we are now
entering a period of interregnum, which means it is
the responsibility of the PCC to keep the service
calendar going, arrange for visiting clergy and with
A the help of the diocese, recruit a new vicar to
replace Charles in his current role of serving both WSL and Shottesbrooke
Churches. Do refer to the service calendar to see who is taking the service as
well as signing up if you are not on the circulation list already by emailing
news@wslchurch.uk with the subject "subscribe".

More news will follow but if you are interested in what happens next, please
do speak to a member of the PCC to learn more. We are always interested in
thoughts from our local community on how the church operates and serves
local people.

Junior Choir - End of Term Singalong

Do join us on Thursday 13t July in the Neville Hall @6.15pm

A chance to hear some of the highlights of this
year's programme, including the new hit
Nativity “Superstar!”. Everyone is welcome to
come along.

Refreshments will be served during the singing! Who can
resist Spring Chicken!!
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