A Word from the Editor...

Welcome to the July edition! Are you sitting comfortably? Then we’ll begin. That’s a bit
of nostalgia for those of you of a certain generation. Remember those days? The
summers lasted forever, everyone was nice to each other, politicians (even the ones
you didn’t agree with) were still recognisable as human beings and the whole of
humanity seemed to have a modicum of self-respect. Oh - and yes, chocolate Wagon
Wheels were unquestionably the size of dinner plates. It’s a well-worn trope that as we
grow older the world around us moves on, leaving us a little bemused by the “progress”
as we seek some comfort rummaging in the cupboard for our rose-tinted spectacles.

So what a delight it was to visit the village fete on the 13" June, a traditional event
whose nature has changed little since | “sat comfortably” as a child. Wandering around
the stalls, listening to the band, sampling the cakes, winning a couple of bottles on the
tombola, throwing ping pong balls at coconuts, and all on a perfect English summer’s
day. It brought many fond memories flooding back. | daren’t ask what sacrifice was
made to pacify the weather gods (the committee does seem to need new members
each year?) - but it worked. As ever, well done to all involved in putting on this taste of
“how things have always been” that young and old alike can enjoy. See p16 for more.

Also in this month’s tome; Revd Nnamdi has been thinking along the same lines and
used the fete as a backdrop to his own polemic about the dangers of detachment
through modern technology (p4). The Wednesday Club has survived their annual boat
trip along the Thames (p10) and we look forward to the Church Teas season hitting its
stride (p9). We have a transcript of Scott’s presentation to the APM in April revealing
much about the history and management of our local watering hole, The Bell (p22) -
definitely worth a read. And a quick shout out for the PG Games Club on the 3™, much
effort by Juanita and friends has gone into setting this up, more information on pages
20 and 25. And of course, much more besides to inform and entertain is in these pages.

But the place to be seen this month is the Party in the Parish on the 4" (p15). Mosey
on down to the school field for a Country and Western extravaganza of food, drink,
entertainment and music; done as only WSL/SR can. Many years from now our younger
parishioners - having become the new grumpy oldies - can look back on such events
and reminisce about the good old days. Maybe one of them will sit down with a cuppa
and a small handful of Wagon Wheels, and write a Lych Gate editorial about it...
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We Are Still Social Beings

Reflecting on the village fete | attended today, one truth became
abundantly clear: we remain deeply social beings, even amidst
the challenges posed by social media and artificial intelligence.
Human connection is resilient; it persists and naturally adapts,
proving that our need for one another is far stronger than any
digital trend. While algorithms and virtual assistants attempt to
simulate empathy or monopolise our attention, real human
relationships continue to thrive—shifting toward trusted,
private, and local interactions where real meaning is found.

Social media has already eroded the quality of our connections, replacing
spontaneous, face-to-face conversation with curated posts and performative
interactions designed for approval rather than understanding. Now, the rise of artificial
intelligence threatens to accelerate this decline, flooding our feeds with generic, Al-
generated content—what some call “slop” —that prioritises algorithmic engagement
over genuine human presence. As we have moved more of our lives into digital spaces,
we have lost something precious: the unique chemistry of being together in person,
the beauty of imperfect, unscripted dialogue, and the deep emotional resonance that
only physical proximity can create. Research consistently shows that digital exchanges
produce significantly lower emotional responses and engagement compared to simply
being in the same room with someone.

Yet events like today’s village féte reveal the enduring power of community. These
gatherings create a tangible sense of belonging, bringing people together in a shared
space to interact, volunteer, and support causes we care about. They open doors for
residents of all ages and backgrounds to meet, connect, and build bonds that
strengthen the whole community. | cherished every moment of this summer
tradition—a time when locals come together to nurture community spirit, raise vital
funds for charity, celebrate our heritage, and enjoy inclusive, intergenerational
entertainment that reinforces our local identity.

The village fete is living proof of our deep, innate desire for the real world. No matter
how much technology surrounds us, human beings are hardwired for physical,
embodied empathy. Many people now deliberately limit their screen time to make
space for real-world socialising—actively pushing back against the isolation that digital
life can bring. The value of the village féte goes far beyond a fun day out; it offers
benefits that sustain and enrich our community:

e Community Cohesion: It bridges generational, social, and demographic gaps,
bringing residents, visitors, and families together so that everyone feels they are
part of something larger than themselves.

e Charitable Impact: It serves as a vital source of income for parish councils,
churches, and volunteer groups, with all proceeds reinvested directly into local
amenities and good causes that benefit us all.

e Support for the Local Economy: Stalls selling homemade crafts, preserves, and
farm-fresh produce provide direct support for regional artisans, bakers, growers,
and small businesses.



e Preservation of Heritage: Through beloved traditions—from competitive baking
and horticulture to old-fashioned games—we keep our history alive and maintain
a strong sense of place.

¢ Inclusive Entertainment: With activities ranging from dog shows and tombolas to
the classic coconut shy, plate breaking or welly wanging, it offers affordable, light-
hearted fun suitable for every age and interest.

The fact that this tradition has continued unbroken for so many years shows clearly
that people crave opportunities to connect, participate, and belong. | attended today
with my five-year-old daughter, and it was wonderful to see that there really is
something for everyone. The event brought together people who might not otherwise
spend a day in the same space—teenagers, children, parents, grandparents, and
everyone in between. This diversity matters, and every generation felt welcomed and
included. This was made possible by thoughtful planning that included: Face painting
and classic games for children, handmade craft stalls, live music and local
performances. Lovely cakes, drink vendors, friendly community competitions,
heritage exhibits and displays of local history and comfortable seating areas, perfect
for catching up with neighbours.

This balance is essential, | came with my family, a family day out succeeds only when
every member has something to look forward to. Today, the atmosphere was warm,
safe, and welcoming—and we were truly blessed with beautiful weather, as our
prayers for good conditions were answered. People want to enjoy these occasions
without fear or worry, and this sense of ease does not happen by accident. Organisers
combined layers of planning—both visible and behind the scenes—to ensure
everything worked smoothly. My experience from start to finish was as seamless as it
was safe. There was a clear sense of order, yet nothing felt strict or controlling. The
layout and organisation allowed everything to flow naturally, giving everyone the
space to explore, join in, or simply relax at their own pace. This is vital: when people
know where to go and how to move around without confusion, they can fully enjoy
the connection and joy of the day.

Village fétes do more than entertain; they bring neighbours closer, support worthwhile
causes, and provide a wonderful stage for local talent to shine. Our community
benefits immeasurably from this tradition, and | want to express my deepest gratitude
to everyone who worked so hard to make it a success. You are planting seeds in the
sands of time, and generations to come will look kindly upon your labour of love. To
all the volunteers and everyone involved in the planning: you are the priceless
backbone of our neighbourhood. As someone once said, “Community is about doing
something together that makes belonging matter.” This truth is perfectly anchored in
scripture, in 1 Peter 4:10: “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others, as faithful stewards of God'’s grace in its various forms.”

Today, | saw that verse lived out in every smile, every conversation, and every helping
hand. And it reminded me, above all else: no technology can ever replace the gift of
being together.

Rexd Nuinoumdic Madukou - Vicar, Waltham St Lawrence & Shottesbrooke.
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WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR JULY 2026

Date Time Service Sidesmen etc.
5t Jul 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Trinity 5 Reading: Song of Solomon 2:8-13 Vikki B
Reading: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 John S
10:30 All Age Service with Baptism - 'Father revealed in the Son’ Camilla B
Hymns: HON 21a, 53, 153
Reading: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 Junior Reader

18:00 Choral Evensong Rob L
Hymns: AMNS 312, 196, 148 Int: Chris W
Introit: Aimighty God - Ford (NCA)

Resp: Smart

Setting: Jackson in G

Anthem: Make me an island - Lucy Walker (sheet)
Reading: 2 Samuel 2.1-11; 3.1 Tony Boyd
Reading: Luke 18.31 - 19.10 Pat W

12t Jul 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Angela S
Trinity 6 10:00 Parish Communion - 'The sower of good seeds’ Anne-Marie McE
Hymns: AMNS 1(pt1+dox), 159, 331(om *), 458 Int: Fiona P
Introit: The eyes of all - Walker Svr: Andy H

Anthem: Ave Verum Corpus - Mozart (NCA)
Reading: Genesis 25.19-end Rupert McG
Reading: Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23 Rosemary McG

19th Jul 08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Trinity 7 Reading: Genesis 28.10-19a Catherine S
Reading: Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43 Richard S
09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)

10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter) - 'The wheat and the weeds' MJ S
Hymns: HON 361, 535, 174 Int: Roger H
Introit: Teach us they will - Cashmore (19) Svr: Andy H

Anthem: If ye love me - Byrd (sheet)
Reading: Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43 Prue W

26t Jul 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Sue B
Trinity 810:00 Parish Communion - 'The kingdom of heaven’ Bertie G-S
Hymns: AMNS 135, 120(pt2), 260, 145 (om v5) Int: Chinwendu
Introit: | was glad - Cashmore (8) Svr: David C-B

Anthem: | sat down under his shadow - Bairstow (AFC)
Reading: 1 Kings 3.5-12 Chinwendu M
Reading: Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52 David C-B

General Enquiries to Gillian Cross (Church Administrator) on 0118 9977988 or churchadmin@wslchurch.uk or
to Revd Nnamdi Maduka on vicar@wslchurch.uk

Music and Choir matters to Simon Shaw — 07717 472974 or simon.shaw@wslchurch.uk
The church is open for visiting, or for quietness or prayer 10am-4pm Thurs-Sunday.
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Parish Register

Wedding: 6™ June  Barwell Jonothan Holt Field and Olivia Abigail Lucas
Funeral: ~ 18" June John Mallard Ormandy (62)
Funeral: 19" June Donald Denville Simmons (92)

Village Diary - July 2026

Date Time What? Where?
1= 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall
1%t 7:30pm Bell Ringing Practice (+8™, 15™, WSL /

22", 29th) Shottesbrooke
2nd 10:00am 3G (+9%, 16'™, 23, 30™) Neville Hall
2md 6:15pm Junior Choir Singalong Neville Hall
Jrd 7:30pm Choir Practice (+9™, 16™, 237, 30™")  WSL Church
3 5:00pm PG Games Club Neville Hall

3rd 6:00pm Cricket Club Social (+10™, 17%, 24",  Cricket Club

3 1St) (check social media for confirmation)

Ath 5:30pm Party in the Parish School Field
s 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
12%  2:30pm Teas on the Church Lawn (+26™) WSL Church
18t (lunch) IWFS Visit to Harrow & Hope Marlow

19"  9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall

Future Dates of Interest

1%t/2" August 2026 WSL Choir at St Albans
9th/23" August Teas on the Church Lawn
6™ September 2026 WSL Village Show

13" September 2026  Walthams Cup ‘26

Parish Council Meeting Dates

7™ July Meetings are normally held in The Neville
Hall starting at 7.00pm.

4™ Aug

8t Sep Full minutes, including planning, highways and
" other detailed matters are available to view on

6% Oct the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

10t™ Nov versions will be published in The Lych Gate.
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Everyone is welcome at the

St Lawrence Cafeé

Sunday 19t
July,

9.15 to 10.45,

@ in the Neville Hall.

Come and chat with
friends, read the
papers, (maybe bring
your dog?) and have

BREAKFAST

Bacon, sausages, baked beans,

rolls, fruit, juice, pastries,
croissants, cheese, toast, yogurt,
tea & coffee etc.

>

o

The St Lawrence Café is a
social event organised by

members of the village

and held on the third

Sunday of each month.

Many thanks go to our

sponsors (Christopher, Linda, Pete &
Francesca, Richard & Hilary), to all the Café team helpers

and most of all to YOU for supporting it.
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