A Word from the Editor...

Hard to believe we are into the second half of 2025 - it only seems like yesterday when
| was welcoming you all to the new year. And what is more, it has just occurred to your
editor that we are fast approaching the third anniversary of his role as captain of HMS
Lych Gate. You’d think | would have got the hang of it by now, but oh well.

The outside world rumbles on, descending into deeper and darker depths, but our little
corner of England maintains its own rhythm to keep us all sane and grounded amongst
the global turmoil. That’s not to say we haven’t had our own tragic moments. After the
sad departure of Charlie Belcher in May (news of the official memorial next month),
June brought us further sorrow through losing another well-loved village personality,
Glenys Gammage. Many of us (including your editor) have enjoyed Glenys’ ever
friendly and accommodating transport services, and her insightful repartee - her
passing was a great shock. She was the kindest of souls and will be sorely missed.

But on a more upbeat note, the Wednesday Club have been messing about on the river
with what looks to have been a delightful, if a little chilly, trip on the Thames — see p10.
And of course, on the 7" June the much-anticipated Village Fete was the main
attraction. Despite a dire weather forecast the rain managed to keep away for the first
2 or 3 hours thanks to a backwards rain dance performed by the committee (worth the
entrance price alone), allowing all the fun of the fair to proceed as planned and it was
a fine event in the best traditions. Unfortunately, by 4pm the evil weather spirits licked
their wounds and regrouped, and the rain really did set in bringing a dampener to
proceedings. But it was too late to spoil the occasion, it was a resounding success and
well done to all concerned. A report and photos for you to enjoy can be found on p19.

July brings us the official return of Teas on the Church Lawn on the 6%, and the
indefatigable church choir will be raising the rafters at the one and only Bath Abbey on
the 26%™. And of course we have the Party in the Parish. A long planned and hard-earned
line up of entertainers and caterers means you should prepare yourself for a wild night
of Latin American themed music, dancing, food and drink. Party into the night at the
school field on the 5™, get your tickets pronto if you haven’t already — see p18.

So, I'm off to dig out my slinky sequined samba outfit, bolero hat and maracas, and I'll
see you there. But please, if you see me clumsily attempting to skip the light fantastic
after one too many caipirinhas, with thoroughly undeserved hubris - just humour me....
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Churches Thrive as the Heartbeat of a Village Community

Anyone who is involved in church life knows that the role the
church plays in society is much more than what happens on
Sunday mornings. Even for those of us who know it, in the business
of parish life, it is very easy for us to get fixated on the gathered
community of the congregation. The village community can be
looked on as a living, breathing body with several organs supplying
life to it. Every village is different, and the number and types of
organisations present varies. Often there are some common
features though: the Parish Council, the Scouts or Guides, the Pubs, the Village shops,
the Village Hall Association and of course, the church. All these connect, normally
through shared people and buildings and give the village its character and being.

The concept of people being drawn together by location has been challenged in recent
years as we have seen social media become a defining way of drawing online
communities together around subjects of interest. People were expected to view who
they interact with as a choice which has little to do with location. However, trends in
society have actually placed people much more in their local communities. Social media
has become a primary way for communities to connect and organise - sharing news,
asking for help and publishing events. We now stream the majority of our church
services at https://www.youtube.com@servicesfromwalthamstlawrence.  Social
media helped during the grief, dark tunnel and trauma of Covid in helping us to stay
connected, our virtual church doors need to remain open.

Each aspect of our lives affects all others. In one of his letters, St Paul uses the image of
the body to describe the Christian community, and he says, “When one part of the body
suffers, the whole body does”. A healthy and outward looking church reflects what the
village embodies; its building exerts a powerful pull. They embody in brick and stone
the changelessness of God. It is why a significant percentage of our villagers continue
to see the village church as their spiritual home and the venue of choice for important
moments in the lives of their families, be it marriage, the christening of a child, or the
funeral of a devoted grandparent. Their choice will be shaped as much by tradition and
sentiments as religious commitment.

In certain contexts, the body of the church is well defined in terms of the gathered
community that meets regularly to worship. In villages, this is not so clear cut, as a much
broader spectrum of people would declare they have an interest in the local church.
Both those who gather on an ordinary Sunday, those who gather for a Christmas Eve
Crib service or just once for funeral are all part of the body. It is a place where people
come whether regularly or just occasionally, to find refreshment, peace, inspiration and
perhaps seeking answers to some of life’s biggest questions. This space of sanctuary
and sacredness, this nourishment of the soul affects the health and wellbeing of the
whole community, so it is important for the church building and its people to be
available in these ways. In my induction, | was committed with the ‘cure of souls’ of
everyone in this parish-to intercede on their behalf whether they believe in God or not.
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Henri J.M. Nouwen said that “Community is first of all a quality of the heart. It grows
from the spiritual knowledge that we are alive not for ourselves but for one another.”
In this image of the whole body of the village, the church can fulfil the role as its heart.
It can be the organ that pumps the life blood through a village and as a vessel of loving
service. We can see that all people have some sort of connection with the church,
whether deep at the core, or further out on the fringe. This provides a wonderful
opportunity for sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with the whole of the village in
arelaxed, fun and friendly way. God can work through everyone in ripples of connection
and contact that flow from the deep core out, and back again. The village Fete provided
an opportunity for me to talk to and know more people in the village since my family
moved in here ten months ago. We thanked all those who volunteered and supported
the it. Please find ways to support our village church if you have not been doing that.
We have the Party in the Parish, at School Field Waltham St Lawrence on the 5th of July
2025. We need volunteers to help in making it a great fun day for all of us. Our church
has a deep connection with village life throughout history. It was built for local people
and by local people. It is a place that points towards God and provides space for people
to meet Him, through architecture, through worship, through the peace and tranquillity
they offer, and through the people who pass in and out of the doors.

Big life events happen inside churches; memories are made there. The same applies to
significant festivals - Christmas, Easter, Remembrance etc. These are moments when
people are drawn to their church, sometimes for reasons of tradition, but also with
faith, even a vague or undefined faith. Churches have touched the lives of families
throughout generations. They hold meaning and memories. The building, along with its
churchyard, its fixtures and fittings, its art, its windows and its weathered old walls, all
speak of that connection and the local story. It is why churches are for everyone, and
not just for those who faithfully attend week after week. If you ask the people who live
in your village what they value about the village church, they will tell you these things.

There are opportunities to think creatively about how you might view your village
church as an asset that may draw people into the worshipping life of the church, often
through finding ways to use it differently and encouraging a wider sharing of
responsibility for its care. This summer we will be opening Waltham St Lawrence church
on some Saturdays, please come and connect with this local story.

A rural church such as ours is in a perfect position to make a significant, positive impact
on the national issue of isolation and loneliness. The local networks and knowledge
within parishes can feed into intentional conversations about the extent of the issue
locally and how the church might help. As well as loving and serving the community by
offering care, the relationships that grow from new connections can lead to faith
conversations with new people. In short, it is an opportunity for those in need to find
friendships, to experience improved wellbeing, to discover the care of God’s people and
ultimately, God’s extraordinary, life -changing love for them.

Reuvd Nunomdic Madukou - Vicar, Waltham St Lawrence & Shottesbrooke.
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WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR JULY 2025

Date Time Service

6t July 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke

Trinity 3

10:30

18:00

Reading: Psalm 30 Nic H

Reading: Luke 10, 1-11,16-20 Simon Smith
All Age Service with Baptism

Hymns: HON 56, 464, 311

Reading: Luke 10,1-11,16-20 Junior Reader
Choral Evensong

Hymns: AMNS 402, 7, 131,6 Ps 65
Introit: Holy, holy, holy — SJ Shaw

Resp: Radcliffe

Setting: Andreas - Fauxbourdon

Anthem: Haec Dies - Byrd (sheet)

Reading: Genesis 29,1-20 Christopher K
Reading: Mark 6,7-29 Tony Boyd

Sidesmen etc.

Anne-Marie McE

Rob L
Int: Chris W

13t July 08:45
Trinity 4 10:00

16:00

Holy Communion (BCP)

Parish Communion

Hymns: AMNS 146, 110, 266, 105

Anthem: O Holy Jesu - White (OEA)
Reading: Colossians 1,1-14 David C-B
Reading: Luke 10,25-37 Fiona P
Confirmation Service — at St Michael’s Bray

Sue B

Fiona P

Int: Roger H
Svr: David C-B

20th July 08:45
Trinity 5

Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Reading: Psalm 15 Martha H
Reading: Luke 10,38-end Jacquie H

09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)
10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter) MJ S
Hymns: AMNS 114, 141, 214 Int: Fiona P
Anthem: A Choral Hymn - Ley (OEA) Svr: Linda S
Reading: Luke 10,38-end MJ S
26t July Choir sings weekend services at Bath Abbey
27th July 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Angela S
Trinity 6 10:00 Parish Communion - (no choir) Bertie G-S
Hymns: AMNS 346, 388, 272, 353 Int: Chinwendu M
Reading: Psalm 138 Juanita T Svr: Andy H

Reading: Luke 11,1-13 Kelechukwu M

Enquiries: Revd Nnamdi Maduka / Church Admin — 01189 977988 - vicar@wslchurch.uk
Music: Simon Shaw — 07717 472974 — simon.shaw@wslchurch.uk
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Parish Register

Funeral: 12" June Paul Alexander Boyle
Funeral: 16" June Charles Belcher (64)
Village Diary - July 2025
Date Time What? Where?
2nd 2:30pm Wednesday Club Tea Party Cricket Club
2nd 7:30pm Bell ringing practice (and 9%, 16", 234, WSL/
30t) Shottesbrooke

3rd 10:00am 3G (and 10%", 17t") Neville Hall
3 6:15pm Junior Choir Neville Hall

3 7:30pm Choir Practice (and 10'", 17%, 24" 31°Y)  WSL Church
4 6:00pm Cricket Club Social (and 11, 18", 25")  Cricket Club

(check social media for confirmation)

5t 5:30pm Party in the Parish School Field
6t 2:30pm Teas on the Church Lawn (and 20%") WSL Church
gth 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
20"  9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
26" WSL Choir at Bath Abbey (and 27t) Bath

Future Dates of Interest

319/24™ August Teas on the Church Lawn
7" September 2025 WSL Village Show
13 September 2025  Walthams Cup 2025

Parish Council Meeting Dates

8™ July Meetings are normally held in The Neville
5t August Hall starting at 7.00pm.

9t September Full minutes, including planning, highways and
other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged
4™ November versions will be published in the Lych Gate.

7™ October
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Everyone is welcome at the

St Lawrence Café

B

) @2 Sunday 20t
July,
9.15 to 10.45,
in the Neville Hall.
Come and chat with o —
friends, read the gsf
S

papers, (maybe bring
your dog?) and have

BREAKFAST

Bacon, sausages, baked beans,

rolls, fruit, juice, pastries,
croissants, cheese, toast, yogurt,
tea & coffee etc.

The St Lawrence Café is a
social event organised by

members of the village

and held on the third

Sunday of each month.

Many thanks go to our

sponsors (Christopher, Linda, Pete &
Francesca, Richard & Hilary), to all the Café team helpers

and most of all to YOU for supporting it.
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