Well, it’s finally here! July 2024 marks a most important milestone in the long and illustrious
history of our parish magazine. The boardroom of Lych Gate Enterprises Inc is decked out
with bunting and balloons, the cheap sparkling wine (it's a PCC budget) has flowed, and the
photocopier needs a bit of post-traumatic therapy. You have in your hand the first ever FULL
COLOUR edition of this esteemed publication. At least, you should have - if everything has
gone to plan. If not, please skip to the next paragraph. Your editor has pleaded, negotiated
and thrown his (not inconsiderable) weight around and we have moved production to a new
printing company in Bracknell in order to make this happen. Let us hope this is the beginning
of a long and successful partnership and | hope (and pray) you enjoy the new look.

Of course, the big event in June was the WSL/SR Festival 24 held on the 15th. The weather
did initially do its worst for the preparations. But the committee did a backwards rain dance
on the cricket pitch and put in a call to the archbishop, who “had a word”. This meant that
things cleared up nicely in time for everything to kick off in glorious sunshine. That said, The
Almighty did get in a brief Parthian shot mid-afternoon that had us all running for cover, but
otherwise the occasion went off splendidly and you can find acknowledgements and
photographs on p16 (in spectacular colour — did | mention?) from a truly enjoyable day.

But the other big news is that the search for a new vicar may finally be over (p4). The months
of effort and expedition by our indefatigable PCC has paid off and the bishop has finally
identified and appointed someone brave enough to take us on. Revd Nnamdi Maduka will
be joining the parish later in the year, but we hope he will be visiting in the meantime to get
to know our community, so let’s all be on our best behaviour. Also, it looks as if he may well
shake things up a bit around here with his penchant for Gospel Music, which suggests some
lively services to come. Your editor is quite prepared to dust off his bass guitar if needs be.

The Teas Team will be busy in July (p5), with two sessions including one hosting the WSL
Silver Band on the 14th — definitely worth a look in. And the other big event of the month will
be The Walthams Cup cricket match on the 21st. White Waltham apparently haven’t learned
anything from their drubbing at the hands of WSL last year and are back for more punishment.
Do head on down to the WSL Cricket Club to support our team — they need every bit of luck
they can get because your editor will not be on the field this year due to injury (and laziness).

Finally, a word of thanks to our long-standing Business Manager, Peter Harland-Jones who
is retiring from duties, more on p14. Much is changing in the corridors of the Lych Gate bunker
complex but what will never diminish is our determination to inform, entertain, and give you
the perfect tool to chock up your wobbly kitchen table leg...

Issue number 1,184 July 2024
All copy for the August 2024 issue by Friday 19* July 2024 please to the Editor:
Steve Bowe - editor@wsl.link / 07768 328914.
Advertising enquiries please to the editor using advertising@wsl.link

The Lych Gate is published by the Parochial Church Council and distributed free to each household in the parish.
Copies are also available at £1.00 each from the church and The Bell. Postal subscriptions within the UK are £25 per
year. For details of subscriptions and advertising rates please contact the Editor. Notices or articles for commercial or

other non-charitable causes may be subject to a charge, if accepted for publication. Views expressed in the magazine
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services advertised in this magazine and reserve the right to refuse adverts at their sole discretion.
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Church News

The search is over!! Bishop Olivia has confirmed the appointment of
Revd Nnamdi Maduka to the benefice of Waltham St Lawrence and
Shottesbrooke and this was announced in our churches last month.

We are delighted with this news and look forward to him and his
family coming to live and work in our benefice. Thanks are due to
the Parish Representatives and all those who played a part in
developing the Profile, interviewing and making this appointment
possible, along with the Diocese who made the appointment. It
was particularly lovely to have so many of our community at the
interview day lunch greeting Nnamdi and our other candidate.

Nnamdi will take up the post after an Induction service yet to be
arranged, and which will most likely take place in September or
October at WSL Church and we hope you can join us that day.
We also hope that Nnamdi and his family will be able to join us at
our next Teas gathering which is on Sunday 14th July and they will
get to sample the fine WSL bakers!

For those who have seen the recent edition of the "Pathways"
magazine (a few copies are available in church) - there is an article
about Nnamdi and how his faith is expressed in Gospel music. He
and his family are great singers, and no doubt will be encouraging
us all to sing out.



TEAS ON THE CHURCH LAWN

THANK YOU TO ALL
OUR TEA TENT SUPPORTERS
A wonderful display of cakes and treats
enjoyed by many at the Summer Festival.

@ ; Next date:

Sunday 14th July - WSL Silver Band
A musical afternoon
Cream Teas for Wimbledon!

Future teas dates:

Sunday 28th July Sn—

Sunday 11th August - Bell Ringing s
JUST MY

Sunday 18th August CUP OF TEA

P WSL Junior Choir invite you to their End of
2 Term Service - Sunday 7t July

Everyone is warmly invited to a special service @ 10 am
where Junior Choir will sing through “A Church Year”

The merry band of young singers have had a fun year
helping the church celebrate key events. Come & hear
highlights from their work and some yummy refreshments.




WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR JULY 2024

Date Time Service
7t July 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) at Shottesbrooke

Sidesmen etc.

Trinity 6 with Graham Theobald
Reading: 2 Samuel 5.1-5,9-10 Simon Smith
Reading: Mark 6.30-34,53-56 Vikki B
10:00 All Age Service with Fiona Penn - 'A Church Year' Fiona P
Reading: Mark 6.1-13 Junior Reader
18:00 Choral Evensong with Graham Theobald David C-B
Hymns: AMNS 113, 5,214  Ps63 Int: Chris W
Introit: Praise ye the Lord - Cashmore
Setting: Sumsion in G Responses: Shaw (set #2)
Anthem: Jesu the very thought of thee - Bairstow (NCA)
Reading: Jeremiah 20.1-11a Pat W
Reading: Romans 14.1-17 Tony B
14t July 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Dave Atallah Rob L
Trinity 7 10:00 Parish Communion with Andy Ferguson Ann-Marie McE
Hymns: AMNS 143, 29, 194, 148 Int: Roger H
Anthem: Author of life divine - Shephard (SAB) Svr: Andy H
Reading: Ephesians 1.3-14 Prue W
Reading: Mark 6.14-29 MJ S
21st July 08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) at Shottesbrooke
Trinity 8 with Phil Watts
Reading: 2 Corinthians 12.2-10 Katherine H
Reading: Mark 6.1-13 Nic H
09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall) - all welcome!
10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter) with Phil Watts Camilla B
Hymns: AMNS 20, 440, 126 Int: Anna A
Anthem: The Lord's my shepherd — arr Jenkins (SAB) Svr: Chris W
Reading: Luke 18.15-17 Christopher K
18:00 Evening Worship online (see wsl.link for Zoom link) Int: Chris W
28 July 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Roy Burgess David C-B
Trinity 9 10:00 Parish Communion with Roy Burgess MJ S
Hymns: AMNS 105, 401, 271, 263 Int: Simon S
Introit: The Lord is my light - Walker Svr: Chris W

Anthem: And | saw a new heaven - Bainton (sheet)
Reading: Ephesians 3.14-21 John S
Reading: John 6.1-21 Christopher K




Parish Register

Wedding: 25" May  Paul Logie and Samantha Sanders
Wedding: 8" June Joseph Comber and Katy Slatford
Village Diary - July 2024
Date Time What? Where?

g 11:30am  Wednesday Club outing to Longacres Bagshot
3rd 7:30pm Bell ringing practice (and 10%", 17t, 24t WSL /

315 Shottesbrooke
*4th  10:00am 3G (and 11%) Neville Hall
*4%  6:15pm Junior Choir Neville Hall
4t 7:30pm Choir Practice (and 11*, 18, 25%) WSL Church

5th 6:00pm Cricket Club Social (weather permitting) Cricket Club
(and 12t 19t 26th)

gth 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
14*  2:00pm Church Teas (and 28™) WSL Church
21t 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
21 12:00pm  The Walthams Cup Cricket Match Cricket Club

* Location and timing may be affected by the General Election — check with organisers / social media
Future Dates of Interest

11* & 18" August 2024  Teas on the Church Lawn

7" September 2024 Scarecrow competition

8t September 2024 WSL Village Show

28t September 2024 Happy’s Circus at The School
26/27" October 2024 WSL Choir St Albans Visit

17" May 2025 WSL Choral Festival 2025
Parish Council Meeting Dates
6 July (Site Visits) Meetings are normally held in The Neville
9% July Hall starting at 7.00pm.
6" August (Planning) Full minutes, including planning, highways and
10t September other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged
8" October

versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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Everyone is welcome at the

St Lawrence Café

G
jﬁ 2 Sunday 21st
July,
9.15 to 10.45,
in the Neville Hall.

Come and chat with &0 —

friends, read the Q\%éff
papers, (maybe bring SN
your dog?) and have

BREAKFAST

Bacon, sausages, baked beans,

rolls, fruit, juice, pastries,
croissants, cheese, toast, yogurt,
tea & coffee etc.

The St Lawrence Café is a
social event organised by

members of the village

and held on the third

Sunday of each month.

Many thanks go to our

sponsors (Christopher, Charles, Linda,
Pete & Francesca), to all the Café team helpers and to YOU for

supporting it.
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Tickets - www.pta-events.co.uk/wslpta

N ‘:WWW.appySCiI'CUS.CO.U.,_ e
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Wednesday Club - Messing About on the River

It was a sunny morning on 5™ June when 30 members of the Wednesday Club
set out from the Pound for the coach trip to Boulters Lock in Maidenhead. From
there we set sail for Windsor on our annual river cruise on the River Thames.

The views and the scenery were spectacular on a beautiful typically British
summer’s day full of sunshine and clouds. We were lucky with the weather!
This is a particularly historic stretch of the river, and we were fortunate to have
an excellent commentary on the wildlife and places of interest that we saw.
The all-female crew of the French Brothers boat were very efficient and looked
after us well. We passed under the famous Sounding Arch of the Maidenhead
Railway Bridge, designed and constructed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel, and
brought into use in 1839. Having enjoyed views of Millionaires’ Row, the village
of Bray with its large houses with river frontages and the renowned Waterside
restaurant, we approached picturesque Bray Lock, which is famous for having
been presented in perpetuity with the Best Kept Lock award on the River
Thames.

Between Monkey Island and Queen’s Eyot, we were lucky enough to catch a
glimpse of a kingfisher. There followed many well-known landmarks: Bray
Studios and Oakley Court, now a luxury hotel. In 1949, it became home to the
British Film Production Company Hammer Films, who made several Hammer
House of Horror films there, before relocating to Bray Studios. The next stretch
of the river is very pretty with unspoilt backwaters and weeping willows
sweeping down to the water.
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After passing Dorney Reach and
\ Dorney Lake, owned by Eton
College, and a national centre
or rowing, we came to Boveney
Lock, one of the busiest and

The view of Windsor Castle from the river was
spectacular and well worth the memorable
boat trip. We disembarked at Windsor
Promenade and some of us walked to nearby
Alexandra Gardens to sit in the sun with our
picnics and relax with friends. Others took the
opportunity to shop or have lunch in one o — o
the many pubs and restaurants. ‘ Windsor Castle from the river

We have to thank John Rogers as always for making the trip possible by
organising the coach and the river cruise. It was a very happy and memorable
day and there was universal praise for this interesting and popular Wednesday
Club day out.

Prue Williams

The next meeting on 3™ July will be a coach trip to Longacres Garden Centre in
Bagshot. The coach will leave the Pound at 11.30 am and return by 2.30pm.
The charge for members for the coach will be £5.

Plant Sale at Coltmans

- 7 — N7 W”."i\:

Thank you so much to everyone who came to buy plants, which | hope are
flourishing in spite of it being a bumper year for slugs! | was very grateful for
your support and £645.00 was raised for church funds.

Linda Sykes
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Whats Happening in July

Wednesday Club — Wed 3" 11:30am

On 3™ July, members of the Wednesday Club will take a trip to
Long Acres Garden Centre in Bagshot. The coach will leave the Ny
Pound at 11.30am and return at 2.30pm. There are more [REelyleele(=
places available on the coach and visitors are welcome so if -

you would like to come the charge will be £5.

Bell Ringing — Wed 3, 10", 17t", 24" and 315t 7:30pm

Bell ringing practice takes place every Wednesday at 7:30 in
either WSL or Shottesbrooke church, please contact Jacquie
Hazell on 07905 085815 for details. New recruits are
welcome!

* 3G — Thu 4t"and 11t 10:00am

3G runs every Thursday during term time. This friendly
group meets in the Neville Hall 10-11:45am and is for all
generations who would like to pop in for a cuppa, a chat, or
some play. Just come along, all welcome.

* Junior Choir — Thu 4t 6:15pm

Junior Choir will be rehearsing in the Neville Hall on the
4™ only this month, because of the school summer
break. However, you can catch them at their end of
term performance in the church during the 10 o’clock
service on Sunday 7. To join, contact Fiona on 07793
563204 / pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk

Church Choir — Thu 4th, 110, 18t and 25t 7: 30pm

The church choir are put through their paces in the
church every Thursday, preparing to display their
prowess in our local services and further afield as
opportunity presents. If you are interested in joining and
have some musical ability contact choirmaster Simon
Shaw on 07717 472974 or simon@wsl.link

* Location and timing may be affected by the General Election — check with organisers / social media
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