Editorial

Welcome to 2025! And a very Happy New Year to you all - | hope your Christmas went well.
| would love to tell you about mine, but as | have pointed out more than once in the past, at
the time of writing it hasn’t happened yet. Here in the Lych Gate TARDIS we live in a constant
state of being the best part of a month ahead of everyone else.

So assuming the world has managed to hold itself in one piece for a couple more weeks,
and you are calmly reading this magazine with a steaming cup of Earl Grey rather than using
it to seal your doors against nuclear fallout or killer mutant bunnies - you are no doubt firmly
into the post-Christmas guilt phase and making yourself all sorts of promises about diets,
exercise, and general self-improvement for the year ahead. Please do bear in mind that we
all made all the same vows this time last year, and the year before, (your editor certainly did),
but surely they will happen this time!

Some things are already firmly part of history. We have already enjoyed the Christmas lights
being switched on (and so far, they've stayed on!), the WSL Silver Band wandering our
streets, the Wednesday Club being mercifully gentle on The Royal Oak for their seasonal
lunch, and the various nativities from the school and Junior Choir (covered herein). But many
of our local Yuletide celebrations are still yet to happen as | type. Let us assume they all went
splendidly — as is the norm around here. All being well, you may well have seen your editor
prowling around, pintin hand, at Carols Round the Pound and I’'m sure you will have enjoyed
it as much as | will have. Also, no doubt the church carol service will have been its usual
magical occasion, and the children will have drained the local grocers of oranges for the
Christingle service. And on the big day itself, maybe there was a delightful covering of snow
to give a festive feel to the celebrations (pretty sure that won’t have happened but it's a nice
image). Of course, the turkey came out of the oven with Michelin starred perfection, the
attending relatives all behaved themselves impeccably, the gifts were all well received, and
you all settled down to finish the day basking in a well fed (if slightly inebriated) warm festive
glow. The future is always splendid — let's hope it stays that way.

And now we face a brand new month and year. After the revelries provided by the last week
of 2024, our community begins to stir itself, shake off its collective hangover and start back
into regular rhythms. As you will see herein, our traditional events are all firing up again in
January and let us look forward to another 12 months full of excitement and adventure. As
ever, The Lych Gate will be dropping onto your doormat every month in 2025 to keep you
fully up to date with what has, and what will be going on for your information and
entertainment. That is one resolution we firmly intend to honour. As for all the other good
intentions, well there’s always 2026....
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Thoughts from the Church

Is God really interested in every aspect of my life?

Happy new year! | hope you had a good Christmas. This year 2025 promises a
plethora of groundbreaking advancements that will reshape the way we live,
work and interact with the world around us. From the realm of artificial
intelligence to the interconnectedness of the internet of Things, these trends
hold immense potential to revolutionize various industries and improve our
overall quality of life. As good as these sound, none of them can take the place
of God in our lives. Is God really interested in every aspect of my life? Why
would God be preoccupied with my little life when big-time events are going
on inthe world? As we look at last year with gratitude and this year with hope,
let us always remember that God is with us. God is interested in the affairs of
anyone that can say, “I will not give up, | will not quit”. Billy Graham the great
American Evangelist once said, “God is more interested in your future and your
relationships than you are”.

Keep trusting God, He is always in control even when your circumstances may
seem out of control. When we think of control, our minds tend to think of
manipulative enslavement or oppressive power. Control of others is essentially
viewed as nefarious. However, when the Bible speaks of God having control, it
refers more to ordaining than control. Suppose for a moment that God really is
interested in every aspect of your life .... in the dishes and the dog and the day
job and the drudgery of some of the stuff you just have to do. Well, He is.

He is your heavenly father, and you are His daughter or His son. He thought of
you before the foundation of the earth and His son gave His life for you. He’s
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made you a new creature in Christ and empowered you by His spirit to do His
will. So, of course God is interested in everything about you. And that changes
everything, he wants you to know the joy of His presence wherever you are,
whatever you do, whoever you’re with. We are all His Ambassadors, we’re not
just messengers with a message to deliver. No, we are the valued
representatives of a great king and another kingdom. We have been called,
commissioned and sent out into God’s world with his authority to live out,
show and share the message of Christ, the love of Christ and the power of
Christ in our everyday lives and in our ordinary encounters with the people we
meet. You are right where you are. And you are light where you are. Abraham
Lincoln once said that his concern is not whether God is on our side, his
greatest concern is to be on God’s side, for God is always right.

Wonderfully, once we recognise throughout this new year that God can work
through us and probably has been working through us right where we are, once
we truly don’t look at anyone or any situation ‘from a worldly point of view’
but through God’s eyes, then we begin to pray differently and live differently.
We see opportunities to serve him and more and more we experience the joy
of working with God Day by day, and the exhilaration of seeing him change
people and situations and us, for His glory. God is in control. His purpose will
be accomplished. If that is the case, we must be humble. And in it all, we will
find true comfort and hope especially as we journey through 2025.

Reuvd Nuinouwnmdic R. Mavdukou

AND THANK YOU'S WERE GIVEN...

To our three wonderful interregnum vicars who
helped keep our church going during the 15 month
period before Revd Nnamdi & family arrived.

Revd’s Philip Watts, Graham Theobold and Roy
Burgess Graham is back with us for our early January Services while
Nnamdi is away. We extend our sincere thanks to all three for their help
and support throughout 2024.

We send our love & best wishes for 2025!




WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR JANUARY 2025

DEIC) Time Service

5th Jan
Epiphany

08:45

10:00

18:00

Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
with Graham Theobald

Reading: Isaiah 60.1-6 Katherine H

Reading: Matthew 2.1-12 Nic H

All Age Service with Graham Theobald
Hymns: HON 41, 53, 277a

Reading: Matthew 2.1-12 Junior Reader
Choral Evensong

Hymns: AMNS 15, 47(ii), 51, 23(om2,4)

Introit: Behold the Lord (Walker) 9b

Resp: Reading

Setting: Sumsion in A

Anthem: Awake thou wintry earth - Bach (NCA)
Reading: Baruch 4.36-5.9 Pat W

Reading: Psalm 98 Tony Boyd

Sidesmen etfc.

Camilla B

Bertie G-S
Int: Chris W

12th Jan  08:45
Baptism of  10:00
Christ

Holy Communion (BCP) with Graham Theobald
Parish Communion with Graham Theobald
Hymns: AMNS 52, 233, 473, 519

Anthem: O Lord give they Holy Spirit (Tallis) (sheet)
Reading: Isaiah 43.1-7 MJ S

Reading: Luke 3.15-17,21-22 Bertie G-S

Rob L

MJ S

Int: Roger H
Svr: Andy H

19t Jan  08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Epiphany 2 Reading: Psalm 36.5-10 Vikki B
Reading: John 2.1-11 Simon Smith
09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall) - All Welcome!
10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter) Ann-Marie McE
Hymns: HON 2, 430, 379(comm.), 10 Int: Fiona P
Anthem: Listen sweet dove - Ives (sheet) Svr: David C-B
Reading: John 2.1-11 Prue W
26t Jan  08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Angela S
Epiphany 3 10:00 Parish Communion Bertie G-S
Hymns: AMNS 258, 134, 161, 271(comm), Int: Linda S
Anthem: Teach us, Good Lord - Sanders (sheet) Svr: Linda S

Reading: Nehemiah 8.1-3,5-6,8-10 Juanita T
Reading: Luke 4.14-21 Bertie G-S

Communion music in January — The Waltham Service (Shaw)

Enquiries regarding Music and the Choir to Simon Shaw (simon.shaw@wslchurch.uk)

and Junior Choir to Fiona Penn (fiona.penn@wslchurch.uk)
Organist — Peter Spencer, JC Accompanist — John Kiss.
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Parish Register

Baptism: 1°* December Laura Cathryn Mountbatten
Baptism: 1** December Chimaluka Blossom Onuoha
Funeral: 17t December Barrie Beresford Marks (86)
Village Diary - January 2025
Date Time What? Where?
2nd 7:30pm Choir Practice (and 9%, 16", 23", 30t) WSL Church
7% 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
8th 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall
gth 7:30pm Bell ringing practice (and 15%, 22", 29*)  WSL/
Shottesbrooke
gth 10:00am 3G (and 16™, 23", 30'") Neville Hall
16"  6:15pm Junior Choir (and 23, 30t) Neville Hall
19t 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
Future Dates of Interest
17" May 2025 WSL Choral Festival
7% June 2025 WSL/SR Summer Fete
5% July 2025 Party in the Parish
Parish Council Meeting Dates
7" January Meetings are normally held in The Neville
4t February Hall starting at 7.00pm.
4™ March Full minutes, including planning, highways and
th ; other detailed matters are available to view on
8™ April
& ) the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged
15% April (APM) versions will be published in the Lych Gate.

7



ottt ot a2 AR R Rt L S

e St Lawrence Café team

invites you to come and have

BREAKFAST

Sunday 19th January, in the Neville Hall,
9 '5 — 100450

SS You know what we serve - if ;&
you don’t, then come along and,,

find out! Everyone (including 1&
dogs) will find a warm welcome*

as well as warm food and drmh%

%ﬁ%%’ﬁi%

The St Lawrence Café is a social
event organised by members of
the village and held on the third
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Uke to- thank yow for -

thwoughout 2024 and }&

wuiv yow all o very *
happry New Year! Y
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Sunday of each month. Many
thanks go to our sponsors - Christopher, Linda, Pete and Francesca, Hilary
and Richard - and to all the Café team, Sarah, Simon, Katie, Sally, Lindsay, s
Sabine, Yvette, Nick, Mike, Hilary and lan.
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Clearing the Allotment Ditch

A huge thank you to Alistair Brooker and his mate Dave for giving up their
Saturday to clear the ditch through the allotments in WSL. Ably assisted by Gary
A, Ben W, Adam W and Matt P. There is still a little to do, and wood chippings
to put on the path. But what a fantastic job done already.

John Kiss

Save the Date!

7" June 2025

WSL/SR
Summer Fete




The Wednesday Club Christmas Lunch

On 11™" December 35
- members of the Wednesday
L Club met at the Royal Oakin
# Ruscombe for our annual
start to the festive season. It
was a cold day so we were
grateful for the warmth and
welcome of the venue.

We had been offered a good
! " choice of menu in advance
and the food was very tasty and well presented. The staff were excellent,
helpful and efficient. As the crackers were pulled, the Christmas hats
donned and the corny jokes shared, there was a cheerful and convivial
atmosphere and a real spirit of goodwill prevailed.

It was generally agreed
that it had been a most
enjoyable way for
members to meet up
and exchange messages
with friends on a chilly
December afternoon.

Once again, we have to
thank John and Mabs [£53 b
Rogers for the planning and organlsatlon of thIS happy and popular
event in their customary efficient way. Their contribution is much
appreciated by the Committee.

Our thanks also go to the Editor of The Lych Gate* for his support and
promotion of the Wednesday Club through its pages.
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The Committee and Members of the Wednesday Club hope everyone
had a very happy Christmas, and we wish you a peaceful 2025.

Prue Williams

The next meeting is on Wednesday 8" January at 2:30pm. Our speaker will
be James Cunliffe who will give us a talk on “Iraq today”. James, who lives
in Maidenhead, has travelled frequently for some years to Iraq and will give
us an insight into the history, culture and people of this troubled country in
the Middle East.

* Editor’s Note: Thank you Prue for your kind words. | am pleased to see
that The Wednesday Club has had a very successful and varied 2024. |
am very happy to promote the club as best | can because not only does
it give an ongoing stream of varied and fascinating subjects to report,
but it also provides such an excellent arena for the more “experienced”
members of our community to socialise and engage in such varied
subjects and activities. Congratulations to the committee for the vitality
injected into this club, and I look forward to seeing what you all get up
to this year.

PS - It won’t be that many years before | qualify for membership myself....
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