Welcome to 2023 everyone! | hope you all had a peaceful and enjoyable Christmas. But now,
another year, another chance to hope it brings something we can remember fondly unlike
the immediate predecessors.

There were certainly plenty of December events going on in the village to get us all in the
festive mood. First and foremost, those stalwarts of the WSL Silver Band are to be
commended for serenading us with carols here at Lych Gate Central, on what must have
been the coldest evening of the coldest cold snap we've had in some time. As a musician
myself who has performed in many adverse environments, | just can’t understand how their
fingers managed to work. True dedication to the art.

The carol service at WSL church was also its usual magnificently festive occasion,
congratulations to all concerned on an excellent performance that certainly paved the way
for the big day in style, even after being brought forward in deference to the football.

Speaking of which, in a feeble attempt to stay distracted from the constant deluge of industrial
strife, political mudslinging, and arctic temperatures, your editor decided to check up on
England’s progress in the World Cup. Even as somebody who doesn’t normally feel the urge
to follow such things, | noticed with interest what an eye-opening tournament it has been.
Many big-name teams booted out by underdogs and a plethora of memorable moments. Not
least of which was the rather tragic sight of Harry Kane stumbling around the field searching
for a hole big enough to swallow him up after “that penalty kick”. Some may say it's hard to
feel excessive amounts of sympathy for someone who earns what he does. However, he and
his colleagues deserve every penny they get if only for the superhuman self-control shown
when some out of shape post-match pundit asks them, with a smirk, “how they feel” after
such moments.

But now that it's all over (it is now!), let us hope we can ride out this current winter of
discontent, that heads get banged together in the board rooms and picket lines and some
sort of resolution is found quickly so we can all get on with 2023. Local events are already
being planned, notably to mark the coronation of our new king in May, and the much-
anticipated return of the village fete in June. More details in this issue. Let us keep our fingers
crossed that the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, who have been out enjoying a leisurely
hack recently, have had enough excitement for a while. We pray they will be kept stabled up
this year, mellowed with the finest ketamine, leaving us alone to enjoy the celebrations.

| therefore wish you all a peaceful, prosperous, hopeful and satisfying 2023
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Letter from The Parsonage

My dear Friends

A few weeks ago, the spiritual life of the nation made
;ﬁ% the headlines — in itself quite a rare event. It was
g announced that in the 2021 census only 46.2% of the
population of England and Wales described themselves
as ‘Christian’. This is the first time that the figure has
dropped below 50%. In 201 | it was 59.3% and in 2001
it was 71.7%. | am not a statistician, and | must beware
of quoting too many more figures for fear of boring you to tears, but to
put it in non-technical terms these are not cheerful headlines for those
of us who, like me, believe that the more influence Christianity has in

our society — or indeed any society — the better.

Journalists and other opinion formers have been saying things like
‘Britain is no longer a Christian country’, and ‘The case for the
disestablishment of the Church of England is now unanswerable.’

Statistics do have to be treated with caution. The religion question has
always been voluntary, so the percentages don’t add up to 100, and it’s
impossible to know exactly how many would say ‘Christian’ if they had
to say something. I’'m not making much of this, because the response rate
in 2021 was 94%; what | find more striking is that the 13.1% decrease in
‘Christian’ is pretty closely matched by the 12% increase in ‘no religion’.
| can’t prove it, but my suspicion is that during those ten years many
people have decided that it's OK to say one has no religion rather than
describe oneself as Christian just because one lives in a country with
many Christian institutions, including an Established Church and a
church building in just about every community, and which one may have
attended for a christening, wedding or funeral.

In other words, I'm suggesting that in reality little may have changed.

If we take church attendance as the most obvious and reliable guide, it’s
clear that for decades there has been a huge discrepancy between the
self-description ‘Christian’ and meaningful engagement with the
Christian faith. If 46.2% of the population of our benefice, including the
under [8s, came to church even once a month, | calculate that both our
churches would be full every week, and we’d have to find a way of staffing
Shottesbrooke each Sunday... This, however, is not the case! In purely
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practical and local terms, therefore, the census findings are irrelevant:
there is no shortage of lapsed and nominal Christians to reach out to.

A statistic which | find much easier to relate to was one that appeared
very recently in the church press. It concerns the lower levels of church
attendance since Covid — not just during it (these are C of E figures):
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Don’t get bogged down in the detail. Just notice, if you will, the ‘lack of
bounce-back’ between October 2020 and October 2021. All we local
clergy are asking each other why.

Some people, no doubt, are still anxious about catching the virus, and |
completely understand that. All | can say is keep up to date with your
vaccinations, and consider that few now seem to get seriously ill even if
they do contract it. Others however may have got out of the habit of
coming because during the pandemic they perforce found other ways of
spending Sunday mornings, and those things have replaced church as
their routine. Yet others may have experienced the convenience of
Zoom services — or ‘pyjama church’ as | have heard it called! — and find
turning out for live services just too much bother.

If you recognise yourself in any of the above categories, may | humbly
and earnestly ask you to think again and come back to us? We do so
miss you!

Your sincere friend and Vicar

Charles Mason



SERVICE

CALENDAR JANUARY 2023

WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE

Date Time Service Sidesmen efc.
1st Jan 10:00 All-age Service — ‘Who holds the future?’ Camilla Beech
Christmas 2 Songs: HON 140, 148, 310, 405
Naming of Reading: Romans 15.22-29 Junior reader
Jesus 18:00 Carols by Candlelight at Shottesbrooke
Readings, Carols, and Choir items (per sheet)
8t Jan 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Angela Sage
Epiphany  10:00 Parish Communion - ...with thanks and prayer’ MJ Streather
Baptism of Hymns: AMNS 48, 372, 462, 458 Svr: Andy Hyde
Christ Anthem: Ave Verum Corpus — Elgar (NCA44) Int: Anna Ablewhite
Reading: Philippians 1.1-11 Prue Williams
Reading: John 17.6-13 David Crawley-Boevey
15t Jan  08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) David Crawley-B
Epiphany 2 08:45 Morning Prayer at Shottesbrooke — ‘United people’
09:15 St Lawrence Café (Neville Hall) All Welcome!
10:30 Morning Worship — ‘Persecution a plus’ Bertie Gilbart-Smith
Hymns: AMNS 2, 210, 359 Int: Chris Woodhams
Anthem: A Clare Benediction — Rutter (Anthems46)
Reading: Philippians 1.12-26 Bertie Gilbart-Smith
18:00 Evening Worship online - ‘One in Christ’
227 Jan  08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Rob Lyman
Epiphany 3 10:00 Parish Communion - ‘Shining stars’ MJ Streather
Hymns: AMNS 49, 401, 349, 402 Svr: Bertie Gilbart-S
Anthem: Panis Angelicus — Saint-Saéns (NCA359) Int: Harsha Mason
Reading: Philippians 2.1-18 MJ Streather
Reading: Luke 12.6-12 Rosemary McGuigan
29t Jan  08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Andrew Campbell
Epiphany 4 10:00 Sung Matins (BCP) - ‘It's all about people’ Bertie Gilbart-Smith
Candlemas Hymns: AMNS 52,380(t379),111,142 (om v4) Ps: 24 Int: Rob Lyman

Chants: Ven (22) Te Deum (Oakley) Bndcts (Hickson)

Anthem: Nunc Dimittis - Stanford (in G - sheet)
Reading: Numbers 14.2-9 MJ Streather
Reading: Philippians 2.19-30 Peter Spencer

Communion music setting this month: Warren Mass
Vicar: Charles Mason - Choirmaster: Simon Shaw - Organist: Peter Spencer - JC: Fiona Penn



Parish Register

[No entries this month]

Village Diary - January 2023

Date Time What? Where?

4 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall

A 7:30pm Bell ringing practice WSL/Shottesbrooke
(also 11th, 18th, 25t)

10" 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall

15" 9:15-10:45am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall

19" 10:00-11:30am 3G resumes (also 26%) Neville Hall

19" 6:15pm Junior Choir resumes Neville Hall
(also 26t™)

Future Dates of Interest

Date

7t May 2023 Coronation celebrations

13t May 2023 WSL Choral Festival

25" May 2023 WSL vs SR Golf Match

17" June 2023 Village Fete and Music Festival

Parish Council Meeting Dates

7™ January (site visits) ~ Meetings are normally held in The Neville Hall

10" January starting at 7.00pm.

7" February Full minutes, including planning, highways and

7t March other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

h .
47 April versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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e $t Lawrence Café team .

invites you to come and szi
have

BREAKFAST . ”f“w

in the Neville Hall,
Sunday 15th January,

(@f

9015 - 100450

You know what we serve = if you don’t, then
come along and find out! Everyone (including dogs)
will find a warm welcome as well as warm food and

drink.

The Café Team would
like to thank you for
your fantastic support
throughout 2022 and
wish you all a very
happy New Year!

The St Lawrence Café is a social
event organised by members of
the village and held on the third
Sunday of each month. Many
thanks go to our sponsors -
Scott and lain of The Bell, Christopher, Charles, Linda, Pete and Francesca -
and to all the Café team.
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Profits From Our Platinum Jubilee Celebrations

<. QU Epr You may recall that we celebrated the
N *i 3 late Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in some
style in June. The events were
~i organised on the basis that financially

.

. g we broke even at the least. However,
';, N due to their popularity we sold many
/l \\ more tickets than anticipated. In

{ 2 iti
/‘,1,[ JU \\\ addition, Lord Brownlow most

generously paid for the Champagne
Breakfast as well as the firework display on the Friday evening. As a
result, there was an overall surplus of almost £7,000.

The organisers of all the events met to discuss how best to distribute
this unanticipated amount. It was unanimously agreed by the 17 people
present that the money should be kept within the parish as the
celebrations had been put on primarily for the benefit of the residents.
We wanted to have something lasting to commemorate the occasion
and it was decided that a tree should be planted in a suitable location
with an appropriate plaque. It was also agreed that the younger
members of the community should benefit, and it should be used for
‘educational’ purposes (in the broadest sense of the word).

Once the tree has been bought, as well as a framed photographic display
for the Neville Hall, the remainder will be split equally between the
Primary School, the junior and colts’ sections of the Cricket Club, and
the Junior Choir. We have asked that the funds are used to create a
legacy in recognition of the Platinum Jubilee rather than on day-to-day
expenditure.

David Crawley-Boevey



Celebrating the Coronation

As is our tradition, the parish of Waltham St
Lawrence will be celebrating a royal
occasion. Our celebrations to mark the
crowning of King Charles Il will be on

Sunday 7" May 2023

the day after the Coronation. It will be a
\ daytime, family occasion to be held
principally around The Pound, the Neville Hall and the church. There will
more details in due course both in the Lych Gate and on social media.

>y vVrvwwv T
YYyvwvwovw
Saturday 17 June 2023

A mix of our traditional ‘village’ fete along with an

evening music festival, to be held at the Waltham St ﬂ
Lawrence Cricket Club, is being organised for Saturday

17 June.

More details in due course.

If you would like to be involved in the organisation of
this exciting event, please contact John Kiss:

07778 177110
john.kiss13@gmail.com
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1st Knowl Hill and Waltham Guides

Come and try
1%t Knowl Hill and Waltham Guides.

Are you a girl and aged between 10 and 14 (or turning 10 soon)?
How would you like to join us on a Friday night, between 7-9pm?

We are a very friendly, small Guide unit, with our own outdoor space in Knowl Hill.

Our five leaders enjoy creating a programme with as many varied activities as
possible. We have a passion for the outdoors and try to give the girls many
adventurous experiences.

Having our own campsite allows us to enjoy the outdoors all year round. We hold
weekend camps as a unit and also join other groups for larger Division and Region
camps, allowing us to make new friends and get the most of out of Girlguiding UK in
addition to our weekly meetings where we have fun whilst working on the Guide
Programme.

We welcome girls from any local area; Knowl Hill and The Walthams as well as
further afield Maidenhead, Hurley, Bisham and Twyford.

If you are interested in coming to try us out or have any questions please contact
Unit Leader Nina on 07988068326
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What’s Happening in January

Wednesday Club — Wed 4" 2:30pm

On 4th January in the Neville Hall, Aldon
Ferguson will give a talk on ‘Gl Brides in
" Berkshire during and after WWII’.

- Aldon is a very knowledgeable local
© historian, who has spoken to the Club
recently. All are welcome as visitors.

The talk will be followed by refreshments.

Bell Ringing Practice — Every Wednesday 7:30pm

New year, new hobby? Why not come and
‘learn to ring for the king’ in time for the
coronation celebrations. Your local, friendly [

band of bell ringers practices every week at il §
Waltham St Lawrence or Shottesbrooke
church and beginners/lapsed ringers are | e
always welcome. Al : \

Contact Jacquie on 07905 085815 (call, text, WhatsApp) for more
details.

Parish Council Meeting — Tue 10" 7:00pm

Come and listen and have your say about
~ council matters on the 10™ at 7:00pm in

% | the Neville Hall. It may not seem that
| exciting (although sometimes it can be!)
but it is important for us all to play a part
! in how our local community is managed.
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