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A Word from the Editor...

I hope 2026 is going well for you, and your resolutions are holding firm. February, as
you may recall your editor often complaining, rarely seems to offer much promise.
What with the generally miserable weather and limited celebratory interest, the only
saving grace is that it’s short, thanks to the Romans, who obviously felt it should be
over as quickly as possible and cheered themselves up by using it to honour their dead.

But enough of my customary misery, let’s focus on our little corner of the world. At
least we had a moment of decent wintry weather in January. The short spell of frosty
nights has had one happy consequence; | have been in receipt of a few lovely sunrise
photos from around the parish. So, to cheer us all up, | have thrown in a little montage
for you on p20. With thanks to the contributors and a reminder that here at Lych Gate
Corporate HQ we do welcome any submission, be it picture, prose or even poetry —
such is the lifeblood of this publication so please don’t hesitate to send in anything that
may be interesting, entertaining or informative to our community.

Now the Christmas and New Year celebrations have subsided, everything has been
whirring back into its regular rhythm in this parish. There was a minor hiccup for The
Wednesday Club when their planned speaker had to call off at the last minute, but it
seems the church flower ladies, fresh from being tutored by the King’s own, stepped
in to save the day (p10). And after months of waiting, the bait trail of Haribos left in the
churchyard has finally ensnared a new resident organist to succeed Peter Spencer who
retired last July. We are delighted to welcome James Bryant to the parochial fold (p9).

Staying with church matters, a new Sunday Club to keep the little ones entertained will
be running in the side chapel alongside the main Sunday services (p9), and our very
own Church Choir has bagged a gig on the impressive stage of Southwark Cathedral on
the 21%, a great opportunity to show those city types how well “us yokels” do things in
the shires. All support for their performance will be most welcome if you fancy taking
a trip down there, full details on p18. Choirmaster Simon has also put out a call for new
recruits in the same article, so if you have ever considered joining the choir and
enjoying their extensive program of activities, please do get in touch.

So, let’s stride into February with a positive and hopeful demeanour and turn it into
the most exciting month of the year. After all, it’s not like the established world order
we have all grown up with is in danger of falling apart, is it? Oh - hang on a minute....
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This Year the Lord is Your Shepherd, so Depend on Him.

Why does the Bible compare us to sheep? Because
they are one of the most dependent creatures in
the world; they must trust in the Shepherd for
everything they need. And that's how God wants
you to live, in dependence on him. When you
constantly live in the fear of lack, you're not
trusting God enough. This core fear drives many of
our other fears, including the fear of becoming
disabled, or the fear of ageing, or the fear of
investing, or the fear of retiring poor. In this extreme form, the fear of lack can
lead to anxiety.

It is also one of the root causes of greed. You can become so obsessed with
insuring yourself against the possibility of not having enough, that you hoard
more than you will ever need. It can drive you to become a workaholic so that
neither you nor your children will ever experience discomfort, inconvenience,
and helplessness. And like all fears, it is based on an erroneous belief about
God - in particular, His ability and willingness to take care of you. “The Lord is
my Shepherd to feed, guide and shield me. | shall not lack”. Stop living as
though you don't believe what God has promised you!

A good strategy is to learn the promises, understand the ones that are
conditional, meet the conditions, and rest in his love and faithfulness. This
doesn't mean you sit idly by and wait for God to do what he has given you the
ability to do, you must do the natural things and trust him for the supernatural
ones. God will not do for you that He has given you the ability to do for yourself.
You must break from the usual pattern in this new year.

Patterns don’t break by force, we can never break it until we understand it is a
pattern, when it starts, and that its root is inside our subconscious mind as a
belief system of unprocessed emotions and feelings. True and real change
begins with honest awareness. Until we recognize the patterns shaping our
thoughts and actions, we’re just reacting, not growing. Awareness gives us the
power to pause, reflect, and finally choose a different path. Understanding is
the key to breaking cycles.
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A biologist experimented

with  what he called

“professional caterpillars”.
He lined up caterpillars on A
the rim of a pot that held a
plant so that the lead
caterpillar was head-to-tail
with the last caterpillar, with
no break in the parade. The
tiny creatures walked around
the rim of the pot for a full week before they died of exhaustion and starvation.
Not once did any of them break out of line and venture over to the plant to
eat. Food was only inches away, but their follow-the-crowd instinct was
stronger than the drive to eat and survive. God has given us all that pertains to
life and godliness, all that we needed he has provided, just look to Him and live.

If you are in a rut today, ask yourself these three questions:

1. s this rut my own making? We choose a rut because it's comfortable
and requires no risk. And getting out of it requires courage and
willingness to make tough choices and follow through on them.

2. Who am | following? We adopt certain patterns because someone has
taught them to us directly, or by example. Instead of mindlessly
following the crowd, seek God’s will for your life and commit yourself
to doing it.

3. Where am | going? The Bible says, “Where there is no vision, the
people perish” (Proverbs 29: 18 KJV). If you want to get out of the rut
you are in today, ask God to give you a vision for your life - He will. And
when he does pull yourself into it.

In this 2026, may our eyes be open to notice God in hidden and unexpected
places, and may our hearts be open to receive Him in new and unexpected
ways.

Reuvd Nunovmdic Madukou

Vicar, Waltham St Lawrence & Shottesbrooke.
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SERVICE CALENDAR FEBRUARY 2026

Date
1st Feb

Presentation

of Christ

8t Feb
2 before
Lent

15t Feb
1 before
Lent

18t Feb
Ash Weds

21st Feb
22nd Feb
Lent 1

Time Service
08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Reading: Psalm 24, 7 - end Catherine S
Reading: Luke 2, 22-40 Simon Smith
10:30 All Age Service
Hymns: HON 270, 551, 317
Reading: Luke 2.22-40 Junior Reader
18:00 Choral Evensong
Hymns: AMNS 314, 47(ii), 139
Introit: Your merciful love - Walker
Resp: Sanders (in D)
Setting: Noble in Bm
Anthem: Behold the tabernacle of God - Harris (NCA)
Reading: Haggai 2, 1-9 Pat W
Reading: John 2, 18-22 Tony Boyd
08:45 Holy Communion (BCP)
10:00 Parish Communion
Hymns: AMNS 126, 278, 274, 145
Introit; Gracious is the Lord - Cashmore (6)
Anthem: Verily, verily - Tallis (sheet)
Reading: Genesis1.1 - 2.3 Juanita T
Reading: Matthew 6, 25-34 John S
08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Reading: Exodus 12, 24 - end Jacquie H
Reading: Matthew 17, 1-9 Martha H
09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)
10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter)
Hymns: HON 27, 398, 124
Introit: O give thanks - Cashmore(9)
Anthem: The Lord bless you - Lutkin (sheet)
Reading: Matthew 17, 1-9 Ebubechukwu M
20:00 Ash Wednesday Communion
Hymns: AMNS 64, 217, 129, 235
Introit: How precious - Walker
Anthem: Call to remembrance - Farrant (NCA)
Reading: Isaiah 58, 1-12 Rupert McG
Reading: Matthew 6. 1-6, 16-21 Simon Shaw
16:00 Choir sings Evensong at Southwark Cathedral
08:45 Holy Communion (BCP)
10:00 Parish Communion
Hymns: AMNS 56, 251, 256, 247(ii)
Introit: Not unto us - Cashmore(7)
Anthem: O Lord my God - Arcadelt (NCA)
Reading: Genesis 2.15-17; 3.1-7 Christopher K
Reading: Matthew 4, 1-11 Prue W

Sidesmen etc.

Camilla B

DCB
Int: Chris W

Angela S

John & Ann S
Int: Chinwendu M
Svr: Linda S

MJ S
Int: Simon S
Svr: Andy H

David C-B
Svr: David C-B

Sue B
Bertie G-S
Int: Linda S
Svr: Chris W

Enquiries: Rev. Nnamdi Maduka (vicar@wslchurch.uk) or Gillian (churchadmin@wslchurch.uk) on 01189 977988
Music & Choir matters: Simon on 07717 472974 (simon.shaw@wslchurch.uk)
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Parish Register

[No entries for this month]

Village Diary - February 2026

Date Time What? Where?
4t 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall
4t 7:30pm Bell Ringing Practice (+11t", 18™,  WSL/Shottesbrooke
25t
5th 10:00am 3G (+12™", 26™) Neville Hall
5th 6:15pm Junior Choir (+12%, 26%™) Neville Hall
5th 7:30pm Choir Practice (+12t, 19t 26t) WSL Church
10t 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
15t 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
20t 6:45pm Wine and Food Society Supper Neville Hall
21 4:00pm WSL Choir at Southwark Southwark
Cathedral

Future Dates of Interest

16" May 2026 WSL Choral Festival
28™ May 2026 WSL/SR Golf Match
13" June 2026 Summer Fete

4t July 2026 Party in the Parish

6" September 2026 WSL Village Show

Parish Council Meeting Dates

10* February Meetings are normally held in The Neville
10t March Hall starting at 7.00pm.

14 April Full minutes, including planning, highways and
other detailed matters are available to view on

28" April (APM) the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

12" May versions will be published in The Lych Gate.
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I Everyone is welcome to come for I

Breakfast .¢ e
$t Lawrence Café

Sunday 15t" February,

9.15 to 10.45, in the Neville Hall.

Come and eat, have a tea
or coffee, read the papers
or just chat to friends.
Bring your dog too!

We serve bacon, sausages, baked
beans, rolls, croissants, fruit, pastries, cheese, yogurt,
toast, muesli, fruit juice, tea and coffee etc.
Porridge is available on request.

Whilst we dp not charge a set amount
for the breakfast, by your generous
Aonations we hope to be
able to cover our costs
with any surplus gotng towards the
upkeeep of our beautifil old st -

Lawrence chureh. .

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by members of the village
and usually held on the third Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to
Christopher, Pete and Francesca, Linda, Hilary and Richard for their
sponsorship - and to all the Café team who give their time so willingly.
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New Church Organist

/ Lgm, T We're delighted to welcome James
Bryant as our new organist,

succeeding Peter Spencer who
retired in June 2025. James is a
teacher - head of music at Bishop
Challoner School in Basingstoke -
and a skilled organist. He lives in
— Tadley with his wife and son. He will
| join us officially on February 1%, so
| do come along to Choral Evensong
then, and say hello.

Sunday Club at WSL: Children Are Our Future

There is never a dull day when children
are around. We welcome them into our
church and from the 25" of January
there will be a special provision for them
during the main Sunday morning
service. We have a group of approved
volunteers
who will be running a Sunday
Club for young children.

The club will be in the side
chapel, and all children are
welcome to just pop along!
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Flowers at the Wednesday Club

As the speaker for our January meeting
was unable to attend, Hilary Kaye, who
is the leader of the Church flower
ladies, kindly agreed to give a short talk
on Church flower arranging. She
enlisted the help of Sheila Kiss as they
had recently been invited together to
attend a tutorial on sustainability in the
Royal Chapel in Windsor Great Park. It
was presented by Shane Connolly, the
Royal Flower Arranger.

We were shown slides of some of his spectacular large
arrangements.

Shane’s message is that only biodegradable materials should be
used if possible, so oasis (floral foam) should be banished. Flowers
should be sourced from gardens, and greenery and foliage from
shrubberies, woods and hedgerows. They should be supported by a
construction of sticks or by tied arrangements in water.

Hilary and Sheila, with others, had
decorated our Church for Christmas.
They showed us two arrangements in
large urns and then proceeded to
deconstruct them, so that we could
understand how they had assembled
large arrangements sustainably.
Enthusiastic and proficient flower
arrangers had many questions for our
speakers and even those among us who
are not artistic and clever with flowers,
picked up some encouraging tips.

10



2026-02 February Magazine_Layout 1 19/01/2026 00%@399 11

Our thanks go to Hilary and Sheila for steppingin at very short notice
to give us an insight into the sustainable way forward for flower
arranging, particularly in Churches.

After their talk, Members enjoyed catching up with friends over an
extra special sumptuous tea. Thanks go to Jill Creevy and all her
helpers for their hard work.

Prue Williams

The next meeting is on Wednesday 4™ February at 2:30pm in the
Neville Hall, when we welcome Jenny Knight, a speaker from MERL
(the Museum of English Rural Life) affiliated with Reading University.
Hertalk will centre around the lives of five extraordinary local women
of the twentieth Century. As ever, visitors welcome.

é WSL Church Online

If you’re unable to attend a service, you can still stay connected and not
miss a thing!

Main service is at 10.00am on 2", 4t and 5% Sundays and at 10.30am
on 1st Sundays (All Age Service) and on 3" Sundays (Communion) - after
St Lawrence Café at 9:15am. Evensong is at 6.00pm on the 1%t Sunday of
every month.

Services from Waltham St Lawrence

hhamstawrence - 45 sunzer!

https://www.youtube.com/@servicesfromwalthamstlawrence

1"
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Whats Happening in February

Wednesday Club — Wed 4 2:30pm (p10)

On the 4t at 2.30pm in the Neville Hall the

M BI;EE#EEEH club welcomes Jenny Knight, a speaker

RURAL LIFE from MERL (the Museum of English Rural

Life) affiliated with Reading University. Her talk will centre around the

lives of five extraordinary local women of the twentieth Century and

their work in various walks of life, including a politician, an artist and
a pioneer of organic farming. Visitors always welcome.

Bell Ringing — Wed 4", 11", 18", 25 7:30pm

Bell ringing practice takes place every Wednesday
at 7:30pm in either WSL or Shottesbrooke church.
New recruits are always welcome so if you would
like to try, please contact Jacqueline Hazell on
07905 085815 for details.

3G — Thu 5%, 12", 26" 10:00am

3G runs every Thursday at 10:00am in the Neville
Hall but will break for half term, so not on the 19t.
A great opportunity to get all generations together
for a cuppa and a slice of cake as well as many other
social activities. Do come along and join in the fun!

Junior Choir — Thu 5%, 12, 26" 6:15pm

Junior Choir rehearses in the Neville Hall on
Thursdays at 6:15pm, but not on the 19 this month
for half term. It’s still an ideal time to join up if you
are not already involved, all children of primary
school age are welcome.

Contact Fiona: 07793 563204 / pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk.
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Choir Practice — Thu 5", 12", 19, 26" 7:30pm (p18)

S i) Our local church choir rehearses in the church every
Thursday evening. The choir is always looking for new
members. If interested in joining, contact Simon Shaw
on 07717 472974 / simon@wsl.link

Parish Council Meeting — Tue 10*" 7:00pm (p23)

Out indefatigable Parish Council will be meeting on
the 10t at 7:00pm in the Neville Hall. As ever, all
matters of local concern will be up for discussion so &
do come on down and say your piece. i

St Lawrence Café — Sun 15 9:15am (p3)

What more can one say about the best breakfast café in
town. The café team look forward to welcoming you all to
the Neville Hall on the 15 to fill up your tank on a fabulous
feast of food and friendliness. You won’t regret it.

Wine and Food Society Supper — Fri 20*" 6:45pm

Alessandro Pace from Italnatural Wines will present S
organic wines from Italy followed by a two course [t
Italian supper. Booking closes Sunday 15t February.
Members £40, non-members £45. For further details
contact our chairman, Colin Mair maircolinl@gmail.com

WSL Choir at Southwark Cathedral — Sat 21 4:00pm (p18)

Our fantastic church choir is on tour once again, this
. time singing for Choral Evensong at Southwark
Cathedral. Why not make a day out of it in town and
some along to support them for the service?
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SAVE THE DATE '

SANURDAYFARTERNOON
13RS UNER2026)
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