The long drawn out month that is January is finally over, Christmas is becoming a
distant memory, but winter is still making us shiver in that “not quite snowing but just
cold and miserable” way that seems to dominate the climate in recent years. Enough
overnight frosts to make the central heating work hard to warm the house, but no
glorious snowy vistas to warm the soul.

So how are your new years resolutions going? Not well in many cases | imagine, but
that is the way of things. Your editor vowed to step up his cycling and walking regime,
but then put one foot outside the front door during the cold snap and decided to opt
for a dry January instead. In the sense of staying dry, inside, and drinking some beer.
And I'm pleased to report that it’s going very well.

The cold and wet hasn’t dampened our village’s boundless enthusiasm to keep
everything going. The Wednesday Club held what appears to be a fascinating talk on
the country of Iraq (see p10) — one can’t accuse them of lack of variety. Junior Choir
and 3G both kicked themselves back into life after the Christmas break, and our
allotments have had some more TLC (p24). The Café on the 19" continued its tradition
of warming our bellies and spirits, and the church ploughed on for the first couple of
Sundays with thanks to the locums who stood in for our vicar whilst he spent time with
his family in Nigeria. Judging from the photo on p4 Revd Nnamdi also picked up a natty
new suit in duty free on the way back — most stylish sir!

February is another fairly quiet month, but in this edition you will see that somebody
left a laptop on a train and more detail has leaked with respect to the upcoming
summer fete and village show. We are down on Speedwatch volunteers as well (p25),
so if you are unhappy with the speeding through the village you can be part of the
solution — get in touch. There is some absolutely delightful creative writing from the
school imagining alien visitors to our planet (p20) to entertain you, and speaking of
entertainment — if you haven’t done so already, do catch up with the darker side of
Shottesbrooke Church on BBC iPlayer (p15). It’s not just the cold making us shiver.

So next time we meet the days will be getting longer, there will be talk of Spring

approaching and maybe even a mention of Easter. In the meantime, | wish you all a
pleasant and peaceful month. Me? I’'m thinking | may carry on with a dry February....
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Thoughts from the Church

How shall | position my heart as | lean into the new year?

Faith, hope, and love. How can the
cultivation of these qualities, or
“virtues” position me well for the
upcoming year? The future
stretches ahead of me. Sight
unseen. Doors unopened. | may
have a general idea of my life
trajectory, but if the last few years
of wars, economic meltdown and
pandemics have taught us
anything, it’s that nothing is for
certain. In the quiet, | take some time to consider what I'm putting my
faith, my trust and my confidence in this year. Is it my job? Relationships?
The economy? Technology? It’s easy enough to say that my confidence is
in God. It’s another thing entirely when something else I've put my trust
in, say for example the current state of my health, disappears. That’s when
my faith is put to the test.

One of my favourite things in life is new beginnings. There is something
about starting something new that is exciting, life giving and hopeful. New
relationships, new house, new job, new car, new ministry, new baby
(though this can also give you sleepless nights but its worth the troubles),
new year. New things re-energise us in hope, in aspiration, in life. New
things remind us that we are not completely spent, there is still new life in
us, and we have a fighting chance. Sometimes new things do not end as
well as they begin but you do not know that from the beginning. That is
why we are filled with optimism and hope at the prospect of something
new, at the prospect of new things. Many do start a new year with a
resolution, many have also given up on these as previous attempts failed
woefully. But that is not the point, the point is that we can try again, yes, |
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may have failed in the past, but | am filled with the excitement and hope
that | am able to try again. God sees us as His beloved children, no matter
how many times we fail, He still loves us, this is very reassuring. It does not
matter how we have disappointed God, others and ourselves. Though our
plans, aspirations and desires do not come as planned, God still loves us
deeply and He is still ready to walk the path with us if we will let Him. God
has affirmed us, affirmed you and me. God says you are His beloved and it
does not matter how your plans go or how they turn out in the end, God'’s
beloved-ness is already upon you. You are assured of it and it does not
change. His promises are true, and His steadfastness does not change. So,
when your plans and aspirations do not go according to plans, God is still
with you in those moments. We are unconditionally loved and incredibly
precious in the sight of God. So, starting afresh might be terrifying - | had
that experience when | opted to leave London and come over to WSL. But
life is about trying something new, giving it a go and with God leading, all
will be well. Give your plan for a new beginning to God in prayer, whichever
way the plans go really does not matter for you have been assured of God’s
unconditional love in Christ Jesus. You are God'’s beloved child and in you,
no matter who you are, or the way you are, God is already pleased with
you as things stand now and however they turn out in the future, it really
doesn’t matter because God is already well pleased with you.

The new year is a time to let go of the old and ring in an exciting new future.
It's a joyous time to explore future dreams and hopes. Take a moment to
reflect on the past year. Then as the new dawn comes, look forward to a
bright new year to enjoy. You are writing the book of your life with each
new year that passes. May this chapter be amazing.

Every blessing,
Reud Nuinoumdic Madukoy

Vicar, Waltham St Lawrence & Shottesbrooke.



WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR FEBRUARY 2025

Date Time Service Sidesmen etc.
2nd Feb 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Presentation Reading: Malachi 3.1-5 Martha H
of Christ Reading: Luke 2.22-40 John S
10:00 All Age Service MJ S

Hymns: HON 510, 551, 317
Reading: Luke 2.22-40 Junior Reader
18:00 Choral Evensong David C-B
Hymns: AMNS 8, 346, 149 Psalm: 122 Int: Rob L
Introit: Blest are the pure in heart - Walford-Davies
Setting: Humfrey in Em Resp: Rose
Anthem: Let beauty be our memorial - Redford (sheet)
Reading: Haggai 2.1-9 Tony Boyd
Reading: John 2.18-22 Pat W

9t Feb 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Sue B
4 before Lent  10:00 Parish Communion Camilla B
Hymns: AMNS 210, 583(t287), 273, 224 Int: Anna A
Anthem: If ye love me - Byrd (sheet) Svr: Chris W

Reading: Psalm 138 Rupert McG
Reading: Luke 5.1-11 Rosemary McG

16t Feb 08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
3 before Lent Reading: Psalm 1 Jacquie H
Reading: Luke 6.17-26 Richard S
09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)

10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter) Bertie G-S
Hymns: AMNS 201, 209, 124 Int: Christopher K
Anthem: The Birds - Britten (sheet) Svr: Bertie G-S
Reading: Luke 6.17-26 Christopher K
220/ 234 Feb Church choir sings services at Salisbury Cathedral
23 Feb 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) David C-B
2 before Lent  10:00 Parish Communion (no choir) Ann-Marie McE
Hymns: AMNS 170, 249, 259, 194 Int: Roger H
Reading: Revelation 4 David C-B Svr: Andy H

Reading: Luke 8.22-25 Prue W

Communion music this month: Waltham Service - Shaw
General enquiries: Revd Nnamdi Maduka vicar@wslchurch.uk
Music matters (incl. Salisbury visit): Simon Shaw simon.shaw@wslchurch.uk 07717 472974




Parish Register

[No entries for this month]

Village Diary - February 2025

Date Time What? Where?

4t 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall

5th 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall

gH 7:30pm Bell ringing practice (and 12, 19*", 26")  WSL/

Shottesbrooke

BHh 10:00am 3G (and 13™, 20%, 27" Neville Hall

6t 6:15pm Junior Choir (and 13, 27t) Neville Hall

B 7:30pm Choir Practice (and 13, 20™, 27" WSL Church
16" 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall

Future Dates of Interest

13" April 2025 Palm Sunday Procession
17" May 2025 WSL Choral Festival

7" June 2025 WSL/SR Summer Fete
5% July 2025 Party in the Parish

13" September 2025  Walthams Cup 2025

Parish Council Meeting Dates

4™ February Meetings are normally held in The Neville
Hall starting at 7.00pm.

4* March
8™ April Full minutes, including planning, highways and
15% April (APM) other detailed matters are available to view on

the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

h
6% May (APC) versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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Everyone is welcome to come for

Breakfast .c .

(= $t Lawrence Café
%,

0 . Sunday 16" February,
9.15 to 10.45, in the Neville Hall.

Come and eat, have a tea
or coffee, read the papers
or just chat to friends.
Bring your dog too!

We serve bacon, sausages, baked
beans, rolls, croissants, fruit, pastries, cheese, yogurt,
toast, muesli, fruit juice, tea and coffee etc.
Porridge is available on request.

- Whilst we do not charge a set
’@ amount for the breakfast, by your
</ generous donations we
hope to be able to cover our costs
with any surplus going towards
the upkeep of our beantiful old St
Lawrence church.

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by members of the village
and usually held on the third Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to
Christopher, Pete and Francesca, Linda, Hilary and Richard for their
sponsorship - and to all the Café team who give their time so willingly.




TSy T ToY

The Parish Council have decided to award a
new trophy at the Village Show this year.

It will be for the es, l
&
"o BEST KEPT ALLOTMENT °

P‘\

and, judging by the enthusiasm of some of the I

allotment holders, it could be a

\ hotly contested award. So, if you are J
Q an allotment holder, this is an advance Q
warning to start planning your showstopper!

VioulBoR/iwetd

Christine Heather Bagnoli (nee Williamson) 1927-2024

With great sadness we announce that Heather Bagnoli has
passed away, aged 97, having long suffered with dementia.

Heather lived in Shurlock Row since 1966. She was born in
London to Scottish parents then moved to Holyport where she
lived until 1950. She studied art at the Royal Academy, then at
the Ecole des Beaux-arts, Paris, where she met her husband,
Giulio. Our brother, (RIP) was born in Paris.

Heather painted mainly around the Thames area, particularly at Sonning and
Maidenhead. She taught in adult education and part time at Foxley PNEU. She sold
her work here and abroad. She lived in Italy for three years. Heather was a regular
member of the congregation at Waltham and at All Saints, Shurlock Row and used to
deliver the magazines and visit elderly people in the village. She also volunteered for
the Twyford volunteers drivers scheme. Heather attended printing classes at Southall
Park, Bracknell and visited Barcelona to sell her prints when she was in her late 70s.

She died at Larchfield House, Maidenhead on 8™ December 2024. Thank you to
everyone for their condolences and for friends in the Parish present at the burial.

Teresa, Maria and granddaughter Sionainn - who miss her greatly.
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Security  Consultant  and

All About Iraq at the Wednesday Club
former UK army officer

At the January meeting of the
Wednesday Club, we were

lucky enough to have a talk by ‘

James  Cunliffe,  National | T-'j

(Colonel, Greenlackets), who [ : h‘m - ! iy ‘
spoke on “Modern day Iraq & ' "_'!' 1 "mﬂ"l-";*-- ‘
and the UK’s ongoing ' > | " o
involvement”

James began his talk by saying how delighted he was to be speaking here
among several good friends, including some in our Church Choir of which he is
an enthusiastic member, and whose fine choral achievements he graciously
saluted.

He added that he was also an admirer of the wonderful community spirit
prevailing in this Village, which was echoed in the splendid activities of the
Wednesday Club.

James explained that his active military service had given him extensive
experience of conflict zones, notably Northern Ireland, Kosovo and Afghanistan
as well as the UN Peacekeeping Force in the Democratic Republic of Congo and
at the UN HQ in New York. In the last 10 years however, he had focussed more
on the political and strategic aspects of national security consulting, principally
in the Middle East.

Focussing today on Iraq, he would address three main elements: Iragi History,
Ideologies, and the Current Situation. He would be illustrating his remarks by
frequent references to a large map of the whole Middle East on the screen in
front of the audience.

On Iraqi history and ethnicity, he evoked the old testament lands of Noah and
Babylon, Daniel in the Lion’s Den, and the ancient civilisations generally
through to the more modern world of Mesopotamia (which became Iraq), and
the Ottoman Empire, which ruled over a large part of the Middle East for 600
years until it was overthrown by an Arab uprising in 1917 supported by the
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British led by the charismatic figure of T.E. Lawrence. The collapse of the
Ottoman Empire led to the Versailles Treaty of 1919. By then the European
colonial powers were financially broke after the end of the First World War in
1918 and the US was taking up global leadership. Self- government was now
on the horizon and nationalism gaining ground.

The Ethnic Divide was Shia (60%), Sunni (30%), Kurds and others (10%). James
continued to engage his audience as he took us through King Faisal of Iraq, King
Hussein of Jordan, the discovery of oil, Saddam Hussein, the Iran/Iraq War and
the occupation of Kuwait, the persecution of the Kurds, draining of water in the
marsh Arab Lands, and the fear of Weapons of Mass Destruction.

With the overthrow of Saddam in 2003 and the US-led Coalition Provisional
Authority, the situation soon mutated into civil war between Shia and Sunni
and the US withdrew in 2011.

From 2014 to 2017 ISIS dominated and the Caliphate led to the persecution of
minorities and destruction of mosques, before territorial defeat of ISIS in Iraq
and Syria.

Attempts at reform, Shia dominance, the influence of Iranian interests, the oil
economy, climate change, illegal immigration, water shortages: all contributed
to a raft of complex challenges in an equally complex region in which the UK
continues to strive for lasting peace and security. Present day life in Iraq is not
easy with the religious and ethnic divide and a fractured political landscape.
The society is a patriarchy, but they are enlightened enough to allow women
to receive an education and to go to university.

Following his talk, James took a number of pertinent questions from his very
attentive and appreciative audience, who had certainly learned a good deal
about Irag from such an astute and discerning expert.

Everyone present praised his communication skills and his remarkable affinity
with his audience, searching for a better understanding of the origins, attitudes
and powerplays of this war torn region.

Our sincere thanks go to James for this most interesting and educative
experience.

D.J.wW
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Whats Happening in February

Parish Council Meeting — Tue 4" 7:00pm

Our local representatives will once again be
gathering in force in the Neville Hall on the
= 4t Much will be discussed, hopefully in a
cordial fashion, regarding our local
highways and byways, ditches, footpaths
and the various amenities that make up our
public spaces. And your input is vital, that’s what the council is there
for, so do come on down and have your say.

Wednesday Club — Wed 5" 2:30pm

On the 5™ in the Neville Hall at 2:30pm, the speaker will
be Jane Knight, who many will remember from when
she lived in Shurlock Row. She will speak on her l ;
experiences as a radiographer in a mobile unit on the
streets of London. Visitors are always welcome to the meetings.

Bell Ringing — Wed 5%, 12", 19*", 26" 7:30pm

Bell ringing practice takes place every Wednesday
(except New Years Day) at 7:30pm in either WSL or
Shottesbrooke church. New recruits are always
welcome so if you would like to try, please contact
Jacqueline Hazell on 07905 085815 for details.

3G — Thu 6", 13t 20t 27t 10:00am

3G runs every Thursday in the Neville Hall from
10:00am. This weekly event aims to get all
generations together for a cuppa, a chat and
some play. So grab all the generations you have
to hand, just turn up and join in!
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