With humblest apologies to anyone who celebrates a birthday or other special anniversary
at this time, one can't help feeling that February is otherwise a bit of a rogue period in the
year. Short month syndrome means it spends it's time snapping at the heels of the other
months demanding attention but has very little of substance to give. Christmas is already a
distant memory, the novelty of a new year has worn away, the weather is generally
unpleasant, and the prospect of Spring and Easter still seems a long way off. There is always
Valentines, if you are fortunate enough to have someone to share it with, but otherwise with
the year not really yet having developed a personality and little in the way of notable events
what is a lowly magazine editor to do in order to fill his page?

Well let's start with what we British always turn to when we can’t think of anything to say -
the weather. Whilst plentiful precipitation and cold conditions can hardly be accused of being
out of place during the winter months, the country as a whole does seem to have suffered
acutely this year. Just take a look inside the back cover of this edition, where our resident
flying photographer Stuart Scott has taken wing with his Box Brownie and given us a
spectacular view of Sonning in flood. Also, on page 9 you will see that some of our
enterprising locals have been helping to strengthen the defences in our very own Halls Lane.
A stalwart effort that will ease your editors’ journey to the pub no end.

And my dear friends the Highway Wombles are back (at the time of writing). Early January,
in a cosy burrow somewhere in RBWM, Uncle “Asphalt” Bulgaria called a project meeting,
involving far too many sugary buns, where it was decided to revisit Broadmoor Road since
they had so much fun there before Christmas. However, it was felt that they had made it too
easy for us last time, so now “let’s turn the War Memorial junction into a scary initiative test
to outfox those smug locals in their fancy Range Rovers. Wa-ha-ha...ha-ha...”. Well -
congratulations, you cackling, furry devils, your plan worked perfectly.

And what's on the agenda for February? Well, pretty much just the regular goings on,
excellent and worthy as they are. As well as those, you will find herein a preview of some
Church activities for Lent and Easter, including the Compline services (see p15). Also in this
edition, plenty to keep you informed and entertained, including updates from our newly re-
re-re-arranged Parish Council, some excellent essay work from the school, notes from a
fascinating talk at The Wednesday Club, and much more.

I hope all this will get you through the month until the calendar ticks over. So, let’s be nice to
February, pat it on the head, say “Well done you lovely little month”, then smartly walk away
before we get bitten and see what the rest of 2024 has in store for us....
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Church News

Hooray! If you are reading this,
you have made it through January
and 2024 is already underway. At
church  we continued the
Christmas celebrations after
welcoming so many to Nativity,
Carols, Christingle and more. The
Kings arrived for Epiphany, we rocked the boat for New Year and already
our eyes are turned to the season of Lent and the 40-day journey to the
wonder and love that Easter Day will bring. See the Service calendar for
the many services on offer at our two churches.

Why is it 40 days, and a traditional season of fasting and reflection?
Following on from the celebrations of Christmas, this is a time to pause,
regather and go deeper with the bigger questions of life, which is
expanded on in the story of Jesus in the wilderness for 40 days and
nights being tempted by the Devil. See the bible Matthew 4:1-11. To help
with these reflections the Diocese is running a Lent online invitation to
everyone, do go and explore and read more at:

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/come-and-see

Lent starts with a special
communion service on Ash
%‘ w“#’ of e‘”’" Wednesday 8 pm@ WSL.

All are welcome to come.

Take the opportunity to begin your personal time of going deeper for
the important things in life beyond our own personal comforts, not
always easy to do in our busy modern lives.

Don’t forget to celebrate Shrove Tuesday the day before and get out
those frying pans to make the pancakes! All you need is eggs, flour, milk,
and the all-important pan. Happy times.
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Coming up in March!

Mothers Day
Saturday 9" March - Mothers Remembered Teas
Come along for afternoon teas in celebration of Mums.
Children can make their mum a MD present. w
Neville Hall 2.30pm-4pm w

Sunday 10" March 10 am - Mothers Day Service
with singing by both Junior and Church Choir

(% @ Sunday 24™ March - Palm Sunday
* Procession down The Street!
ale It is time to follow the donkey and welcome the

King. Come and join in - more info to follow.

Easter Trail - follow the signs around the village.

5 ;;\i:;;- E z HAPPY Sunday 31 Easter Day

P ? Family Communion Service with
| . ' DAY , Easter Egg surprises

g

For more info on all the above contact Fiona
pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk




RENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE

SERVICE CALENDAR FEBRUARY 2024

Time Service
08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) at Shottesbrooke
with Phil Watts - 'The Goldilocks Enigma’
Reading: Gen 1.1-27 Katherine H
Reading: John 3.1-17 Nic H
10:00 All Age Service with Phil Watts - 'The Widow’s two mites'
Hymns: HON 242, sheet, 270
Reading: Luke 21.1-4 Junior Reader
18:00 Choral Evensong with Graham Theobald
Hymns: AMNS 360, 453, 215 Ps 104.1-15,24
Introit: | am the light of the world - Walker
Resp: Tomkins ~ Setting: Sumsion in A
Anthem: When to the temple Mary went - Eccard (NcA)
Reading: Genesis 2.4b-25 Pat W
Reading: Luke 2.22-40 Tony B

Date
4th Feb
Candlemas /

Presentation
of Christ

Sidesmen etc.

Bertie G-S

David C-B
Int: Chris W

11t Feb
1 before
Lent

08:45 Holy Communion (BCP)

10:00 Parish Communion
Hymns: AMNS 210, 502, 267(t2), 224
Anthem: O Lord increase our faith - Loosemore (NCA)
Reading: 2 Corinthians 4.3-6 Rosemary McG
Reading: Mark 9.2-9 John S

Sue B

John & Ann S
Int: Linda S
Svr: Chris W

14t Feb
Ash Weds

20:00 Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes
with Phil Watts - 'Body, Mind and Spirit'
Hymns: AMNS 113, 136, 129, 217
Introit: You are merciful to all - Walker
Anthem: Lord, for thy tender mercy's sake - Farrant (NCA)
Reading: Romans 8.1-11 Peter S
Reading: Matt 13.1-9,18-23 Fiona P

TBC

18t Feb
Lent 1

08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) at Shotteshrooke
with Phil Watts - 'Narcissus and the selfie'
Reading: Romans 12.9-21 Catherine S
Reading: Matt 16.21-28 Simon Sm

09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall) - All welcome!

10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter)
with Phil Watts - 'Narcissus and the selfie'

Hymns: HON 55, 398, 38
Anthem: St Richard's Prayer — Forbes-L'Estrange (SAB)
Reading: Matt 16.21-28 Rupert McGuigan

18:00 Evening Worship online with Dave Atallah

Reading: Romans 5.12-19 Fiona P

Ann-Marie McE

Int: Anna A
Svr: Andy H

Int: Chris W

25t Feb
Lent 2

08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Graham Theobald
10:00 Parish Communion with Graham Theobald
Hymns: AMNS 334, 237, 265, 336
Anthem: Turn thy face from my sins - Aftwood (vca)
Reading: Romans 4.13-25 MJ S
Reading: Mark 8.31-38 Bertie G-S
19:00 Compline (said) led by Simon Shaw — (in the side chapel)

Angela S

MJ S

Int: Roger H
Svr: Bertie G-S
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Parish Register

Thanksgiving: 10% January Simon Anthony John Watney
Funeral: 19% January Bridget Fairbairn
Date Time What? Where?
15t 10:00am 3G (also 8™,22" and 29%") Neville Hall
1t 6:15pm Junior Choir (also 81,22 and 29"")  Neville Hall
1t 7:30pm Church Choir Practice (also WSL Church
8",15%,22" and 29')
7t 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall
7t 7:30pm Bell ringing practice WSL /
(also 14%™, 21t and 28™) Shottesbrooke
13%  7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
18"  9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
Future Dates of Interest
12 April 2024 Indian Supper Night
15™ June 2024 WSL & SR Festival 24
8™ September 2024 WSL Village Show

Parish Council Meeting Dates

10" February (site visits) Meetings are normally held in The Neville
13t February Hall starting at 7.00pm.

5" March Full minutes, including planning, highways and
9th April other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

rd s
23" April (APM) versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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Everyone is welcome to come for

Breakfast a¢me
St Lawrence Café

Sunday 18t" February,

9.15 to 10.45, in the Neville Hall.
Come and eat, have a tea
or coffee, read the papers

or just chat to friend:s.
Bring your dog too!

We serve bacon, sausages, baked

beans, rolls, croissants, fruit, pastries, cheese, yogurt

toast, muesli, fruit juice, tea and coffee etc.
Porridge is available on request.

Whilst we do not charge d set amount

for the breakfast, by

your generous C?
o(onolhons we hope to be able to
cover our costs with any swlolus @
going towards the upkeep of our  ( )

beautiful old St Lawrence church. —eS

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by members of the village

and usually held on the third Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to

Christopher, Pete and Francesca, Linda and Charles for their sponsorship -
and to all the Café team who give their time so willingly.




Getting Down & Dirty

Anyone who lives in, or regularly travels down, Halls Lane will be aware of the
serious flooding problem that regularly affects the corner by The Pound, and
recently we have all been reminded of it.

With the true community spirit that WSL is renowned for, charging to the
rescue have been a gang of friends and neighbours to clear the ditch opposite
the church.

A huge thanks from the community and particularly from the affected
residents, to Rupe, Mark, Savva, Gary, Mark, Frank, Jo, Charles, Mike, Simon,
John and Stuart for their stalwart efforts and let us hope this makes a massive
difference to the flooding problem in that area.
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Christmas Birds at The Wednesday Club

25 members of the Wednesday Club met in the
Neville Hall on 3™ January to hear a fascinating
talk on Christmas Birds by Ailsa Claybourn.

Ailsa demonstrated her passion for the subject of
birds in particular and the natural world in
general. She explained that she has been a keen
birdwatcher since she was a small child, with a
particular in Interest in biodiversity.

A couple of useful tips for those with bird feeders: they should ideally be
cleaned once a week, and you should always wash your hands after
filling any birdfeeder.

The robin is the best known of the Christmas birds. It is associated with
the tradition of wassailing, the annual custom, which originated in Anglo
Saxon times, of blessing the orchards to ensure a good harvest. The
robin would sing in the orchards during the ceremony.

The first Victorian Christmas card depicted a robin. Legend has that the
first postmen in Victorian Britain were familiarly known as “robins”,
because of the long bright red coats they wore.

The partridge’s association with Christmas is due to the popular
Christmas song A Partridge in a Pear Tree, although the “Pear Tree” may
be a corruption of the French word for partridge: “le perdrix”. The name
is found in poems and songs as far back as 1389. The grey partridge is
native, while the French or red partridge was introduced for shooting.

Many birds are mentioned in this song:

Turtle doves were a delicacy in Tudor times. Now their numbers, like
those of the partridge, are in steady decline at 50% in the last 40 years,
due to a reduction in their habitat and their foodstuff of seeds. Farmers
are now leaving field margins and putting out grain which has increased
the numbers of both partridge and turtle doves.
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French hens may represent the Christian virtues of Faith, Hope and
Charity.

Calling birds (probably a corruption of Colley from coal) are black birds.

Geese a-laying. If geese were still laying at Christmastime, it was a sign
of good fortune. They were probably Barnacle geese.

Swans were a sign of wealth. All swans belong to the Crown as we know
from the familiar annual Swan Upping on the River Thames. Swans have
been protected by law since Elizabethan times, and they mate for life.
Most swans in this country are mute swans, though other varieties do
overwinter here.

Turkeys did not come from Turkey but from the USA. In 1851 the turkey
first took centre stage at the Royal Christmas dinner table, which began
a trend that we still enjoy today. Most families in Victorian England ate
goose instead of the more extravagant turkey.

The naturalist, Sir Peter Scott, founded the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust
in Slimbridge, Gloucestershire in 1946 and it is now considered to be one
of the foremost reserves in the country for many migrating and
indigenous wildfowl.

Ailsa was happy to answer a variety of questions and to chat to
members. Her informative, well prepared, and entertaining talk was very
well received by her appreciative audience.

As always, Jill Creevy, helped by Margaret and Steve Wildsmith, provided
an excellent tea.

Prue Williams

The next meeting is on Wednesday 7th February at 2:30pm, when MJ Streather
will give us a talk on her experiences during her recent memorable visit to
Nepal. All visitors are welcome!
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Whats Happening in February

3G — Thu 1%, 8", 22" and 29" 10:00am

3G runs every Thursday, albeit with a break for half
term on the 15™. This friendly group meets in the
Neville Hall 10-11:45am and is for all generations who
would like to pop in for a cuppa, a chat, or some play.
Just come along, all welcome.

Junior Choir — Thu 1%, 8", 22" and 29*" 6:15pm

Junior Choir rehearses in the Neville Hall every
Thursday (except the 15™, half term!). Our young
ones can all benefit from the skills, confidence,
and camaraderie they will acquire, and The Bell
usually does pretty well too from all the parents
waiting for them to finish. All local 5-11 year olds are welcome to join,
contact Fiona on 07793 563204 / pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk

Church Choir — Thu 1%, 8, 15, 22" and 29" 7:30pm

The WSL Church Choir rehearses every
Thursday in WSL Church. They are one of
the finest parish choirs you will ever come
across, if you are interested in joining up,
you don’t need to be a virtuoso, contact
the choirmaster Simon Shaw on 07717
472974 or simon@wsl.link

Wednesday Club — Wed 7" 2:30pm

The Wednesday Club will be meeting in the Neville Hall on
the 7t. MJ Streather will give a talk on her recent
memorable visit to Nepal. She and her family have a close
association with Nepal, and we look forward to hearing her
experiences and seeing her photos. Visitors always welcome.
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