Just when your editor has settled back into his daily routine after the whirlwind of loud, shouty,
desk thumping meetings, international jet setting, power lunches, tense presentations, and
after dinner speeches that come with the regular publishing deadline (that may be a slight
exaggeration, by the way), the next one suddenly looms on the horizon. Yet again | have to
sit down and come up with something profound, relevant, informative and maybe amusing,
to entertain you all and persuade you to read beyond this page. Or this paragraph for that
matter. If I've failed already, thanks for making it this far and see you next time!

Have they gone? OK - for those of you who out of politeness (or maybe pity) dare to read
further; what's been happening in the last month? On the wider stage, not much seems to
have changed. We still seem to be scrabbling around in a world full of war, strikes, inflation,
renegade royals, and perpetually offended righteousness - only this time without the tinsel to
cheer it all up a bit. Let us gird ourselves stoically with the two most valuable of the human
virtues, Faith and Patience, and look forward to calmer waters ahead.

But if we look a bit closer to home, we can bask in the cosy delightfulness that is this parish
of ours - and thank whichever [deity/destiny/quantum probability function] (*delete as
appropriate) has allowed us to be a part of it. January is often a quiet period for local activities
- but a fascinating talk at The Wednesday Club took place early in the month and the familiar
regulars such as 3G, Junior Choir and the St Lawrence Café have dragged themselves back
into their routine. I'm also pleased to see that the recent campaign for bell ringers to join the
ranks appears to have paid off, securing the familiar soundtrack to our village life for the
foreseeable future. The latest call to arms is for the Junior and Church choirs so please do
dust off your vocal chords and join in.

And coming up, the school PTA have planned what will undoubtedly be a very enjoyable quiz
night, the season of Lent kicks off later this month with a comprehensive programme of church
events, and plans for the Choral Festival, Coronation celebrations and Summer Festival are
taking shape. What’s more, the Parish Council elections are approaching, so if you think you
can do a better job than the current crew — see the article herein and go for it!

And on a more sombre note, we have news of the sad passing of Margo Humphreys, who
with her husband Jim was at the centre of so much in the village. And if you will indulge me,
| would also like to pay respect to my own neighbour Roger Wormald - known I'm sure to
many of you, who has tragically left us long before his time. All our thoughts are with their
families and of course with any of you who has lost someone this winter. They will be
mourned, but the memories they bequeath us will evermore enrich this community.
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Letter from The Parsonage
ﬂ My dear Friends

« 1 Once again, Lent is approaching. It’s the season in the
Christian year when traditionally we focus on developing
our spiritual discipline and rule of life, and deepening our
relationship with God. The tone of our worship becomes
somewhat more solemn and sober, though definitely not
gloomy and depressed! Here’s our Lent programme, a
list of our ‘Lent Specials’. Please note that all our normal
services and other activities will be carrying on as well.

I’d like to emphasise that all these Lent events are open to
everyone, not just those who might consider themselves core
church members. ‘Come and See’ in particular is very much
designed with enquirers in mind - as the name suggests.

Lent 2023: 22 February to 7 April

(all events at Waltham St Lawrence/Shurlock Row)

22 Feb  8.00 pm Holy Communion with the Imposition of Ashes

26 Feb 12 noon Lent Lunch in Neville Hall. Learn about the work of
Tearfund in Rwanda and Christian engagement with
climate change. Offerings for Tearfund

6.00 pm Service of Compline in Side Chapel
| March 8.00 pm Come and See | (details of Come and See are below)
8 March 8.00 pm Come and See 2
12 March 6.00 pm Service of Compline in Side Chapel
I5 March 8.00 pm Come and See 3
22 March 8.00 pm Come and See 4*

26 March 2.30 pm Prayer Walk, starting from The Pound, followed by
tea and cake in Side Chapel (about 4 pm)

6.00 pm Service of Compline in Side Chapel
29 March 8.00 pm Come and See 5
5 April 8,00 pm Come and See 6
6 April  8.00pm  Holy Communion with the Washing of Feet
7 April 2-3 pm  Guided meditation service
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Come and See
This is the title of the Oxford Diocese Lent Course with which once again
we're going to join in. It’s the same title as they had the last 2 years, but
although the format is similar the content is entirely new.

The overall title ‘Come and See’ is the words Jesus spoke to a couple of
people who were at that stage disciples of John the Baptist. John had
pointed out Jesus to them, referring to him as the Lamb of God, which they
thought was kinda interesting. They asked Jesus where he was staying, and
instead of giving them an address or the name of a local hotel, he did some
much friendlier — he invited them along: ‘Come and See’.

| warmly invite you to join us in this exploration of Christianity. Like Jesus’
original invitation, it’s entirely non-threatening!

The weekly sessions this time are based on ‘The Beatitudes’, Jesus’ list of
“Blessed are the...” which we find in Matthew 5.3-12 — see the titles listed
below. But there’s more than those sessions on offer.

Here’s how to join in fully
I. Go to www.oxford.anglican.org/campaigns/come-and-see/come-and-
see.php or search ‘Oxford Come and See’, which will get you there via
the first search result.

2. Click on the blue rectangle ‘Register for daily Come and See emails’, or
if you prefer ‘Children and families registration (weekly emails)’. All you
need to give is your email address and first name. This will get you on a
mailing list offering you daily or weekly reflections in Lent, and 6 weekly
films with discussion guides and spiritual exercises. You can access these
individually, but we hope that a lot of you will want to join others to
watch the film, take part in the discussion, and do the exercises.

3. The meetings, except * will be at Morland House, Hungerford Lane,
Shurlock Row, 7.45 for 8 pm on the following Wednesdays:

| March A new vision of humanity

8 March Minding the gap

15 March The character of Jesus

22 March* The ministry and saving work of Jesus
29 March The people we are becoming

5 April The narrow way

* Meeting at Coltmans, The Street, Waltham St Lawrence
Your sincere friend and Vicar

Charles Mason



SERVICE CALENDAR FEBRUARY 2023
W/ALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE

Date Time Service
5t Feb  08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP)
3 before  08:45 Holy Communion at Shottesbrooke — ‘Holy people’
Lent 10:00 All-age Service — ‘No longer strangers’
Songs: HON 53, 407, 466, 317
Reading: Ephesians 2.11-22 Junior Reader
18:00 Choral Evensong — ‘Did Jesus’ miracles happen?’
Hymns: AMNS 5(t130), 335,125  Ps: 112 (w1-10)
Introit: The Birds - Britten Resp: Shaw (Set 2)
Canticles: 7t (“Short”) Service — Weelkes
Anthem: Mary’s Magnificat — Carter (NCA231)
Blessing: A Choral Amen — Rutter (Anthems62)
Reading: 1 Kings 17.17-23 Pat Woodford
Reading: Matthew 8.1-17 Tony Boyd

Sidesmen etc.

Sue Burridge

Camilla Beech

Pat Woodford

12t Feb 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP)

Angela Sage

2 before  10:00 Parish Communion - ‘What to diie to’ Ann & John Skidmore

Lent Hymns: AMNS 47 (ii),378,121(om2,5-t447),171(om3,4)
Anthem: Pray that Jerusalem — Stanford (NCA378)
Reading: Philippians 3.1-11 John Skidmore
Reading: John 6.53-63 Simon Shaw

19t Feb 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) David Crawley-Boevey

Next before08:45 Morning Prayer at Shottesbrooke —'People who serve Christ’

Lent 09:15 St Lawrence Café (Neville Hall) All Welcome!
10:30 Morning Worship — ‘What to live for’
Hymns: AMNS 187, 173, 389(t359)
Anthem: My eyes for beauty pine — Howells (OEA169)
Reading: Philippians 3.8-21 Rupert McGuigan
18:00 Evening Worship online - ‘Love is the way’

MJ Streather

22nd Feb 20:00 Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes

Ash Weds Hymns: AMNS 264, 56, 57, 492 (t154ii)
Anthem: Turn thy face from my sins — Attwood (NCA512)
Reading: Joel 2.1-2, 12-17 Peter Spencer
Reading: Matthew 4.1-11 Harsha Mason

TBA

26 Feb 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP)

Rob Lyman

Lent 1 10:00 Parish Communion - ‘Secrets of serenity’ Bertie Gilbart-Smith

Hymns: AMNS 55, 108, 336, 403

Anthem: Richard de Castre’s Prayer — Terry (OEA175)
Reading: Philippians 3.20 - 4.9 Rupert McGuigan
Reading: Luke 12.23-34 Rosemary McGuigan

Communion music setting 12t Feb: Warren Mass, and during Lent: St Lawrence Mass (Shaw)
Vicar: Charles Mason - Choirmaster: Simon Shaw - Organist: Peter Spencer — Junior Choir: Fiona Penn



Parish Register

Funeral: 30%" December Roger Wormald (53)
Date Time What? Where?
1t 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall
1t 7:30pm Bell ringing practice WSL /

(also 8™, 15t 22") Shottesbrooke

2" 10:00-11:30am 3G (also 9", 16™, 23™) Neville Hall
2" 6:15pm Junior Choir (also 9%, 16", 23™¥)  Neville Hall
g™ 7:30pm PTA Quiz Night Neville Hall
7t 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
19" 9:15-10:45am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
26" 12:00pm Lent Lunch Neville Hall

Future Dates of Interest

Date

15t March 2023 Have Your Say Meeting (Home Security)
7t March 2023 Margo Humphreys Memorial Service
7" May 2023 Coronation celebrations

13™ May 2023 WSL Choral Festival

25™ May 2023 WSL vs SR Golf Match

17" June 2023 Village Fete and Music Festival

Parish Council Meeting Dates

4™ February (site visits) ~ Meetings are normally held in The Neville Hall

7t February starting at 7.00pm.

7™ March Full minutes, including planning, highways and

4% April other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

h .
25™ April (APM) versions will be published in the Lych Gate.




Everyone is welcome to come for

Breakfast .cme

(= St Lawrence Café
éo : 2 Sunday 19" February,

9.15 to 10.45, in the Neville Hall.

Come and eat, have a tea
or coffee, read the
papers or just chat to
friends.

We serve bacon, sausages, baked beans, rolls,
croissants, fruit, pastries, cheese, yogurt, toast, muesli,
fruit juice, tea and coffee etc. Porridge is
available on request.

Whilst we do not charge a set amount
for the breakfast, by

your generous donations Q?
we hope to be able to
cover our costs with any surplus going
towards the upkeep of our beautiful (

St Lawrence church. \_/@

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by members of the village
and usually held on the third Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to Scott
and lain of The Bell, Christopher, Linda, Pete and Francesca for their
sponsorship - and to all the Café team who give their time so willingly.
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It is with great sadness that we have to announce
the death of Margo Humphreys. She died after a
difficult few months on 27th December. Jim and
their families are understandably distraught.

Celebrating the Life of Margo Humphreys

Jim and Margo lived in Little Diligent, Hungerford
Lane for 10 years from 1995, and then for 10 years
in Adkins Close before they moved to Sussex a few
years ago, and finally to Liphook. Throughout her
time in the Parish, Margo was a much loved and
valued member of the community. She was always willing to be involved and
keen to help. She was a regular churchgoer and an active and supportive
contributor to many church activities. She and Jim were instrumental in
setting up and running the 3G group which meets every Thursday in the Neville
Hall. As well as being a long-standing member of the Wednesday Club
Committee, she helped at the Village Fete and for many years judged the Dog
Show. She was a good horsewoman and when she gave up riding, she was
seen to be driving her pony and trap round the village.

Both Margo and Jim were missed when they moved out of the Parish ... and
now, of course, Margo is lost to us except in our prayers. Our hearts go out to
Jim and their families who are in the process of arranging a memorial service
in our church (see below). Jim and their families hope that as well as this being
an opportunity for Margo’s friends to say their farewells, it will give them a
chance to reminisce about a full life well lived.

The funeral will be held at Worthing Crematorium at 2pm on 14th February.

A service of thanksgiving for the life of Margo Humphreys will be held at
Waltham St Lawrence church on:

Tuesday 7" March at 12:30pm

Everyone is welcome.

Christopher King



Gl Brides at The Wednesday Club

On 4™ January Aldon Ferguson, a military
historian, returned to give us another
fascinating illustrated talk, this time on the
% Americans in Britain during WW2 and their
1 Gl brides. 3 million Americans passed
. though the UK in WW2 and there were
75,000 Gl brides.

From December 1942, Pearl Harbour, (when Britain had already been at
war for 2 years) the US Army Air Force brought over thousands of
servicemen and civilian technicians - the ‘Queen Mary’ alone brought
16,500 on one journey. Most arrived in Liverpool and the biggest initial
base was at Warrington. Subsequently, the Americans were based in
356 Army camps and on 156 Airfields. There was even a temporary
tented camp at Highfield Park in Wargrave.

The Americans arrived to blitzed cities, homeless people, rationing and
they hated the weather and Brussel sprouts! The winter in 1941/2 was
very cold, the warmest places were cinemas.

Most of the young British men were away at war so the ‘available’ men
were the Americans, who were young, moistly unmarried and away
from home. The US Airforce flew Flying Fortresses that had a crew of 10
and flew in the daylight, whilst the British flew at night so were not
around in the evenings! The Americans had slacker discipline than the
British and so were able to meet British women for a social life. They
were encouraged to befriend British families and provided sweets, sugar
and even meat when they were invited for Sunday lunch. They had
bands and dances and invited ‘local’ girls. They had money, were
attractive and generous. On one occasion at Warrington they put on a
lavish Christmas party and invited 960 orphans. Toy vehicles made on
site were given to the boys and they taught them baseball. Every British
city had an American Red Cross Services Club with British hostesses and
staff were British. No wonder so many relationships developed although
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many parents were anti Yanks, who they said “were overpaid, oversexed
and over here”

The last Americans left Britain in June 1946 but so many marriages
happened before then. The authorities tried to stop the weddings and
the American soldiers had to make a formal request to their
Commanding Officers and then have a 9-month cooling off period to
ensure the wedding would work! Most marriages lasted! There were
also a massive number of war babies whose fathers didn’t know about
them and some are still trying to find their fathers.

The Americans returned home in troop ships and the wives and children
later on 20 — 30 liners from Southampton to New York. On one voyage,
the ‘Queen Mary’ carried 1653 wives and 700 children. The families
were processed in Tidwell, Hampshire to check they were suitable to
become American citizens. Initially the women were met by their
husbands in New York but later, as there were so many, the wives were
sent by bus or train all over the country to be met there by their
husbands, many who hadn’t seen each other for 2 years.

At the start of the cold war in 1948 the Americans returned so there
were more marriages but this time US servicemen could bring her
families.

There is a “US Heritage Centre” in Warrington which has a lot of
memorabilia, wedding dresses, photos wedding invitations etc.

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 1° February at 2.30pm in the
Neville Hall, when Colin Oakes will talk about British Coronations
through History. Visitors are welcome.

Branwen Mellors
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What’s Happening in February

Wednesday Club — Wed 1% 2:30pm

On 1st February in the Neville Hall, Colin Oakes
from Maidenhead will give a talk on ‘British
Coronations through history’ —a very appropriate
topic in this Coronation Year.

All are welcome as visitors. The talk will be
followed by refreshments.

3G — Thu 2", 9% 16" and 23" 10:00am

3G stands for 3 Generations. This friendly
group meets on a Thursday in the Neville Hall
10-11:45am and is for anyone who would
like to pop in for a cuppa, chat, company, or
some play.

Just come along. Grandpas, mums, toddlers
all are welcome and bring a friend!

Junior Choir rehearse a variety of music,
and the children get to sing at the All
Age Service on the first Sunday each
month. They will be working on topical
songs for spring and Easter, as well as
looking ahead to the Kings Coronation.

Children of primary school age are all welcome to join..

To join up contact Fiona: pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk / 07793 563204
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