December is here! Where has the year gone? Swept away in a torrent of floodwater is one
theory. But our local community has valiantly battled through all the floods, fire and brimstone
of the last twelve months and still managed to enjoy plenty of local events including the Easter
celebrations, our Summer Festival, Village Show, Walthams cricket match, Harvest festivities
and all the other regular activities that have been thriving throughout the time in question.
Additionally in 2024, we have had a cheery game of musical parish councillors, welcomed a
new vicar to the benefice, and given our verges and footpaths a good overhaul. Milley Road
has managed to remain open for much of the time and The Bell is still charging only £5 per
pint. So, despite the outside world crumbling around us we can feel grateful that things are
ticking over pretty smoothly in our precious little corner of the kingdom.

Back to the here and now, November was a fairly quiet month, and mercifully so on the
weather front too. But the machine grinds on and our new vicar Nnamdi has been settling in
to his pastoral duties, the Wednesday Club was entertained by The Sheeplands Strummers
ukelele band (which looks to have been a most enjoyable occasion) and in stark but reverent
contrast the annual ceremony at the War Memorial took place, remembering in silence,
solemnity and respect those who have been lost in conflict.

The inexorable slide towards the end of 2024 is in its final throes, leaving the month of
December and the yuletide festivities to be enjoyed before we crash into 2025. And this village
is second to none in keeping Christmas well. The lights in The Pound are officially fired up
on the 30th November, and the Silver Band will soon be creeping the streets waving their
instruments to serenade us with some classic carols. The Royal Oak in Ruscombe is once
again hiring extra security and nailing down the chairs and tables in anticipation of the
Wednesday Club Christmas Lunch. Fiona has whipped her troops into shape ready for the
always excellent Junior Choir nativity, shortly followed by this editors favourite pre-Christmas
event, Carols Round Fe-Bel, erm, The Pound — and look out for the tractor convoy that will
precede it! The traditional candlelight carol service in WSL Church on the 22" is always worth
a visit to get you in the mood, and not to be outdone, Shottesbrooke church will be having its
own version after Christmas if you need a top up of festive cheer. And don’t forget that
Christmas Eve features the Christingle service to keep the impatient little munchkins
distracted from what’s under the tree. Details of all these and more are contained herein.

So please do take advantage of everything that is on offer this month to get you into the
festive spirit. It finally remains for all of us here in The Lych Gate command centre to wish
you all a wonderful Christmas time and our very best wishes for 2025 - now | just need to
figure out what to do with this £5 note I've found in my pocket....
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Church News

Treasures to Ponder

Dear Friends,

Which treasures will you ponder this Christmas? It probably depends on
your age. It may be a favourite Christmas present, a good book you get
into after the celebrations, a special food gift you ‘ponder’ while you
savour it. It may be precious memories of Christmases past with loved
ones who are not sitting around the table this year. It may be the gift of
family and friends as we gather for carol services and Christmas dinners.

Absence makes the heart grow fonder. Covid made us a appreciate the
little things we take for granted. We all can continue to appreciate the
joy of hugging and sitting around with siblings, nephews, nieces,
godchildren and their families. We are made for a sharing community.
At the heart of Christmas is the miracle of God taking on flesh and
becoming one of us in Jesus Christ!

Maybe we can ponder this treasure in a new and deeper way this year,
as we sing carols in church together. Despite all that is happening in and
around us, the deepest level of worship is praising God in spite of the
pain, thanking God during trials, trusting Him when we are tempted to
lose hope and loving Him when He seems so distant and far away. We
will not take the gift of Christmas for granted this year. Let us ponder
and treasure the gift of Jesus as we enjoy Christmas.
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Mary pondered on the extraordinary birth and the prophetic words
spoken about her baby boy. She not only commits them to memory but
treasures them in her heart. That is what she will feed on, lean on, when
life gets hard, when her people cannot understand what she is telling
them about her pregnancy, when her beloved son is arrested and
sentenced to death, when she stands under the cross in desolate pain.

At her lowest, God is her hope, at her darkest, God is her light. At her
weakest moment, God is her strength, at her saddest moment, God is
her comforter. For Mary, God alone suffices and so nothing can move
her.

So let us ponder and reconnect
with the sense of wonder you
had at Christmas as a child; find
out why it is so utterly glorious
that Jesus became one of us.
Our carols and Christmas
services are a wonderful way to
experience Christmas again as if
were the first time. This will be
my first Christmas here, so | look
forward to seeing you all and
celebrating together the birth of
Our Savior.

May you know beauty, warmth,
love and the anticipation of
glory this Christmas.

Revd Niaumdic R. Madukou



WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE A ID SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR DECEMBER 20)24

Date Time Service Sidesmen etc.
1st Dec 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) - Shottesbrooke
Advent 1 Reading: Psalm 25.1-9 Richard S
Reading: Luke 21.25-36 Catherine S
10:00 All Age Service Camilla B

Hymns: HON 98, 541, 358
Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3.9-13 Junior Reader
18:00 Choral Evensong
Hymns: AMNS 25, 26, 28 Ps 9 (SJS4) Int: Chris W
Introit: O Nata Lux — Tallis Responses: Ferial
Setting: Harris in A
Anthem: The Truth from Above - arr RVW (sheet)
Reading: Joel 3.9-21 Tony Boyd
Reading: Revelation 14.13-20 Pat W

8th Dec 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Sue B
Advent 2 10:00 Parish Communion Rob L
Hymns: AMNS 24, 27, 252(pt1+dox), 31 Int: Roger H
Anthem: Jesu, joy of man's desiring - Bach (NCA) Svr: Andy H

Reading: Baruch 5.1-9 Rosemary McG
Reading: Luke 3.1-6 Rupert McG

15t Dec 08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) - Shottesbrooke
Advent 3 Reading: Isaiah 12.2-6 John S
Reading: Philippians 4.4-7 Martha H
09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)

10:30 Nativity Play (Junior Choir) MJ S
22nd Dec 10:00 Parish Communion (Shorter) Ann-Marie McE
Advent 4 Hymns: Carols 18, 8, 19 Int: Rob L

Reading: Luke 1.39-45 MJ S
18:00 Carols by Candelight Bertie G-S

Readings and carols for choir and congregation
Carols: 15,17,13,3,21,12, 7

24th Dec 16:00 Crib and Christingle Service David C-B
Christmas Eve 23:15 Midnight Communion David C-B
Carols: 16, 10, 9, 4 Svr: Bertie G-S

Anthem: Matin Responsory - Palestrina (sheet)
Reading: Isaiah 52.7-10 David C-B
Reading: John 1.1-14 Bertie G-S

25t Dec 10:30 Christmas Family Service Bertie G-S

Christmas Day Carols: 19, 3, 12 Int: Fiona P
Reading: Luke 2.1-14 Fiona P

29th Dec 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Dave Atallah Angela S

Christmas 1 10:00 Morning Worship (no choir) with Rob Lyman John & Ann S
Carols: 2, 5, 6 Int: Anna A

= Reading: Psalm 148 John S
Reading: Luke 2.41-52 Peter S
16:30 Carols by Candelight - Shottesbrooke
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Parish Register

[No entries for this month]

Village Diary - December 2024

Date Time What? Where?

30" (Nov) 6:00pm Christmas Lights Switch On The Pound

4t 7:30pm Bell ringing practice (and 11, 18" WSL /
Shottesbrooke

4t 7:30pm Silver Band Street Carolling The Street/
Halls Lane

5th 10:00am 3G (and 12, 19t) Neville Hall

5t 6:15pm Junior Choir (and 12t) Neville Hall

5th 7:30pm Choir Practice (and 12, 19t WSL Church

164 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall

11t 12:30pm  Wednesday Club Christmas Lunch Royal Oak

11t 7:30pm Silver Band Street Carolling Milley Road

15t 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall

154 10:30am  Junior Choir Nativity WSL Church

18t 6:30pm Tractor Convoy Shurlock/WSL

18t 7:30pm Carols Round the Pound The Pound

2204 6:00pm WSL Church Carols by Candlelight WSL Church

24 4:00pm Crib and Christingle Service WSL Church

29t 4:30pm Shottesbrooke Carol Service Shottesbrooke

Future Dates of Interest

17™" May 2025 WSL Choral Festival 2025
7t June 2025 WSL/SR Summer Fete 2025

Parish Council Meeting Dates

10" December Meetings are normally held in The Neville
Hall starting at 7.00pm.

7% January

4™ February Full minutes, including planning, highways and
4 March other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

h .
8™ April versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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Come and have BREAKFAST at the

St Lawrence
Cafée =

M A
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Sunday 15 December,
9.15 -~ 10.45, in the Neville Hall

The Junior Choir’s
NATIVITY PLAY is
being performed in
the CHURCH at
10.30. It’s always
delightful so don’t
miss it!

And don’t forget that well-behaved dogs are
welcome in the foyer during the café!

The Café Team would

like to wish you ALL a l !

very Happy Christmas! =
The St Lawrence Café is a social event held on the
third Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to our

E sponsors -Christopher, Linda, Pete & Francesca, Hilary

& Richard - and to all the Café team and helpers.
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The Wednesday Club Goes Nostalgic

At its 6" November meeting in the Neville Hall, 40 or so members were
thoroughly delighted to be entertained with a bravura performance from the
Sheeplands Strummers on their lively Ukuleles. To hearty and sustained
applause, they regaled us all with an enchanting repertoire of favourite
melodies of the mid-1900s, captivating their enthusiastic audience with the
playful lyrics and evocative storytelling of many memorable songs of
yesteryear.

With Steve Lawson in charge, the colourfully attired Strummers quickly hit their
stride, sweeping the many members very familiar with this era along with their
exuberant renderings of ‘Putting On The Style’, ‘Shake Rattle And Roll’, ‘On The
Road Again’, ‘ The Bare Necessities Of Life’,’ Heartache’, ‘Killing Me Softly’ and
‘Save The Last Dance For Me’, among many other favourites.

Steve told us something of the history of, and the 5 different types of ukulele,
each varying in size and the sound it produces. He also played the banjolele. As
the name suggests, this is a cross between a banjo and a ukulele, which
originated in Hawaii.

Lots of feet in the audience went happily tap-tapping as members revelled in
revisiting these melodic delights of times gone by. The popular teatime interval
gave everyone a welcome opportunity to mix with our Ukulele guests, and to
thank them heartily in person for giving us all such a splendid afternoon.

The Committee are to be warmly congratulated on arranging this most
successful, timely and happy occasion. All those present were surely much
gratified to have helped Steve and his merry band of Ukulele maestros raise a
tidy sum that day for Thames Valley Hospice and Parkinsons UK.

DIw

The next meeting will be the annual Christmas Lunch on the 11" December.
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WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE SILVER BAND

SLL US THIS CHRISTMAS |

Carols at Tree-Lighting Céremony, Hurst-
15t December; Spm

Carolling in WSL—4th g 11*"Decémber, from 7. 30pm

Old Windson Christmas Fayre — 8" December, 4-6pm

Carolling with Rotary at Sainsbury’s, Maidenhead -
14th /2 1st /2 2m Dec (late morning)

Christmas Concert, Calcot Junior School-
| Sth December (details to be finalised)

WSL Carols Round the Pound — 18t December,
Tractor eonvoyfrom 6.30;playing from 7.30pm

Vo
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The Big Parish Litter Pick

Thank you to all of you who
turned out in October and
November

to do a
Parish clean
o up. The

general opinion is that the verges were
not nearly as bad as the last time we did
one in March, but we still suffer from two
groups of people who are thoughtless
and basically lazy — those in cars who
chuck their rubbish out on to the verges, usually where there :
are no houses overlooking, and those who
leave bags of dog poo for someone else to
pick up. WHY???? Take it home or bin it,
please.

Meanwhile, if those of you who do the picking can continue to
keep half an eye on your ‘patches’ it would be really helpful. |
can lend you any equipment you need at any time (with notice
please).

Thank you all again.
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Whats Happening in December

The Pound Christmas Lights Switch On — Sat 30" Nov 6:00pm

Okay, okay — yes, it’s still in November but the date had not
been sorted last time and it can’t be a December edition
without mentioning the event. Roll over Oxford Street, the
big switch on in The Pound will be happening at 6:00pm on
the 30" November to kick of our festive season. Let’s pray
it goes W|thout a technical hitch this year. As ever, I’'m sure The Bell will be
on standby to assist in making the event a merry one.

Bell Ringing — Wed 4t", 11th, 18" 7:30pm

Bell ringing practice takes place every Wednesday (except one
this month!) at 7:30 in either WSL or Shottesbrooke church.
New recruits are always welcome so if you would like to try,
please contact Jacquie Hazell on 07905 085815 for details. |

Silver Band Street Carolling — Wed 4" and Wed 11" 7:30pm

As ever, the indefatigable WSL Silver Band will
be hitting the streets of the village on the 4"
(The Street & Halls Lane) and the 11" (Milley
Road) to bombard the residents with some
seasonal tunes. Please do come out and listen,
make a donatlon and grab some seasonal cheer.

3G - Thu 5%, 12th, 19t 10:00am

3G runs every Thursday in the Neville Hall from 10:00am.
All generations welcome for a cuppa, a chat and some
play. This month a special Christmas party is planned for
the last get together of the year on the 19, so do join in!

Junior Choir — Thu 5%, 12t 6:15pm

Junior choir rehearses in the Neville Hall every
Thursday during term time. This month they will be
applying the last-minute polish to their nativity
performance scheduled for the 15", before taking a
well-earned break for Christmas.
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