Welcome to the last Lych Gate of 2023. | hope everyone has been coping with the inclement
weather - it does seem to have been an interesting few weeks on that front. There has been
enough water around to give Noah pause, | hear that Santa is having floats fitted to the sleigh,
and has traded the reindeer for a squadron of red nosed dolphins. The Met Office have
bought Amazon’s entire stock of baby name books, and sadly the view in Milley Road has
been changed for good by the loss of a venerable old oak. | suspect that it wasn’t long for
this world anyway but a shame none the less.

Anyway, your editor kept his promise to pop down to “Come and Sing” on the 11th November
and wow - am | glad | did! It far exceeded all my expectations and hearty congratulations to
Simon and all the singers for an experience that would not shame far loftier venues than our
local church. And | promise | didn’t touch the wine until afterwards.

But now ‘tis the season to be jolly. December is here, and it is hopefully safe to mention the
“Christmas” word. | hope so anyway, as | am about to - quite a lot. Yuletide approaches to
brighten the winter gloom. Even in his advanced years, your editor finds that there is still
something just a little bit magical about the advent of Christmas and all the associated
decorations and festivities, a remnant from distant days of youth. The reality in the modern
world, of course, means extra things to worry about. Which mince pies to buy in case Santa
has gone vegan? Are carrots an appropriate nutrition source for Rudolph according to the
latest research? Are the kids’ stockings suitably gender neutral? Not least, for this editor, is
pinning down the local elves to extract the plans for our village celebrations. But after much
work with nets and cattle prods, we now have the full picture, and it is all in this edition.

As ever, December in our community is crammed full of seasonal events to get us all in the
mood. Things kick off with the lights going on in The Pound on the 1st. Soon after, the WSL
Silver Band will be prowling the streets at night brandishing their fearsome weaponry and
trading carols for contributions. And once they have secured the area things culminate with
the annual Carols Round the Pound on the 20th, always worth attending and hopefully the
weather will cooperate. The Wednesday Club will be living it up at The Royal Oak and the
school is hosting it's Christmas Fair. The church is also keeping busy, as well as the canonical
Christmas services we have the Junior Choir Nativity, Carol Services at WSL and
Shottesbrooke and Christingle on the eve of the big day. All details herein of course.

And so, as we move through the final phase of 2023, please enjoy what is on offer, there’s
plenty for all. | hope you all have a very Happy Christmas and my best wishes for 2024. And
don't forget the sherry for Santa, he still likes a tipple just make sure it's vegan friendly...
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Church News

Can you believe that only 3 years ago
Christmas was online! It seems a dim and
distant memory already that 2020 was a
Covid Christmas and we all had to learn do
things differently. The legacy of the WSL
Church Christmas highlights, Stir Up Sunday,
Doorstep Nativity and our Carol Service can still be enjoyed on YouTube
- one of the good things about the electronic age.

We can however offer all the live versions this year- explore this edition-
and there is something still heartening about being able to gather, share
friendship and take part in old and new traditions that stem back 2,000
years to when a baby was born whose teachings would change the way
the world had become. It is never too late to embrace the Christmas
story and we do not believe that anyone can disagree that the world is
a better place if we are kind, compassionate and considerate to our
fellow man. This is the core teaching from the birth of Jesus and the
Christmas message from all at our church.

As we look to a new year it is always a time of reflection on how yet
another one has passed us by and the hope of what a new one will bring.
For our villages, the retirement of Revd Charles means we hope a new
vicar will come along and take up post in 2024, and we look forward to
their arrival. In the meantime there is an “Oscar style” speech of thank
you and commendations for the sterling work carried out by the church
teams to keep the church operating and available to the village. There
are many who contribute but a special mention must go to the tireless
work of David Crawley-Boevey who is there on every occasion to assist,
lead and help. Thank you, David!

We hope to see you all at our various Christmas Celebrations and wish
everyone a blessed, peaceful, and healthy Christmas and New Year.



Christmas Singing
/ L
J

Service of

Lessons and
Carols

from

Waltham St Lawrence
Parish Church i

This year our Christmas service of carols will be held on
Sunday 17" December @ 6:00pm followed by winter-
warming refreshments. All are welcome to come along, sing
those well-loved carols and hear some fabulous new ones!

CAROLS ROUND THE POUND
WEDNESDAY 20" DECEMBER 7:30pm
Led by WSL Silver Band

SUNDAY 31 DECEMEBER
Shottesbrooke “by candlelight”
Carol Service
@ 4.30pm
Traditional service and lots of carols




WALTHAM ST L&

DEIG

3rd Dec
Advent 1

08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
10:00 All Age Service
with Phil Watts — theme 'The Good Samaritan’
Hymns: HON 13, 270, 467
Reading: Luke 10: 25-37 Junior Reader
18:00 Choral Evensong with Graham Theobald
Hymns: AMNS 25, 26, 28 Psalm 25 (ch243)
Introit: Rorate Coeli - Byrd
Resp: Ferial w/ Vesper - EW Shaw
Setting: Chants - Langdon & Rheinberger
Anthem: O Thou the Central Orb - Wood (NCA)
Reading: Isaiah 1.1-20 Pat W
Reading: Matthew 21.1-13 Christopher K

WRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR DECEMBER 2023

Time Service

Sidesmen efc.

Camilla B

Pat W
Int: Chris W

10th Dec
Advent 2

08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Graham Theobald
10:00 Parish Communion with Graham Theobald
Hymns: AMNS 24, 27, 252(pt1+dox), 31
Anthem: Benedictus in C - Stanford (sheet)
Reading: 2 Peter 3.8-15a Rosemary McG
Reading: Mark 1.1-8 Rupert McG

Andrew C
Ann-Marie McE
Int: Simon S
Svr: Chris W

17t Dec
Advent 3

08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
with Phil Watts - 'Words and deeds'
09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall) - ‘all welcome!'
10:30 Nativity Play (Junior Choir)
18:00 Carols by Candelight
with Phil Watts - 'Don't miss Christmas'
Carols: 15, 17,13, 3, 21, 12, 7 (sheet) & choir items.

Bertie G-S
John & Ann S

24th Dec
Christmas
Eve

10:00 Morning Worship with Phil Watts
Hymns: Carols 18, 8, 19
Reading: Luke 1.26-38 Tony B
16:00 Crib and Christingle Service with Phil Watts
23:15 Midnight Communion
with Phil Watts - 'Being Divine, Being Human'
Carols: 16, 10, 9, 4
Introit: Behold a virgin shall conceive — Walker (4)
Choir: Peace, Silence, and Wonder - Chaplin (sheet)
Reading: Isaiah 52: 7-10 John S
Reading: John 1: 1-14 Simon S

Rob L

John & Ann S
Svr: Andy H

25t Dec
Christmas
Day

08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Phil Watts
10:00 Christmas Family Service
with Phil Watts - 'Christmas Presents'
Hymns: Carols 19, 3, 12
Reading: Matthew 2: 1-12 Fiona P

Angela S
Fiona P

Int: Linda S

31st Dec
Christmas 1

08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Roy Burgess
10:00 Morning Worship with Roy Burgess
Carols: 2,5, 6
Reading: Luke 2.15-21 Bertie G-S

16:30 Carols by Candelight at Shottesbrooke with Graham Theobald

Sue B
Fiona P
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Parish Register

Thanksgiving: 28" October Nick Kendal

Funeral: 31t October Sheila Higgs (86)

Baptism: 5t November Juno Penelope Massarella
Date Time What? Where?
1t 6:00pm  Christmas lights switch on The Pound
54 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
T 7:30pm Bell ringing practice WSL / Shottesbrooke

(also 13, 20" and 27"
6t 8:00pm+  Silver Band Street Carolling Halls Lane/The Street
i 10:00am 3G (also 14" and 21%Y) Neville Hall
e 6:15pm  Junior Choir (also 14™) Neville Hall
79 7:30pm  Church Choir Practice (also 14t WSL Church
and 21%)
13" 12:30pm  Wednesday Club Christmas Lunch  Royal Oak, Ruscombe
13" 8:00pm+ Silver Band Street Carolling Milley Road
14%  3:30pm WSL School Christmas Fair WSL School
17" 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
17%  10:30am  Junior Choir Nativity WSL Church
17%  6:00pm Service of Carols and Lessons WSL Church
20" 7:30pm  Carols Round the Pound The Pound
24" 4:00pm Christingle Service WSL Church
31t 4:30pm Carols by Candlelight Shottesbrooke Church
Future Dates of Interest

22" June 2024 WSL & SR Festival 24
8t September 2024 WSL Village Show

Parish Council Meeting Dates

2" December (site visits)  Meetings are normally held in The Neville
5t December Hall starting at 7.00pm.

9t January Full minutes, including planning, highways and
other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged
versions will be published in the Lych Gate.

13t February
5% March
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Come and have BREAKFAST at the

i & $t Lawrence
€ cafe 4
ST

Sunday 17 December,,
9.15 = 10.45, in the Neville Hall

The Junior Choir’s
NATIVITY PLAY is
being performed in
the CHURCH at
10.30. It’s always
delightful so don’t
miss it!

And don’t forget that well-behaved dogs are
welcome in the foyer during the café!

The Café Team would like to wish you
ALL a very Happy Christmas! ,

\\,‘

The St Lawrence Café is a social event held on the
third Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to
our sponsors -Christopher, Linda, Pete &
Francesca - and to all the Café team and helpers.
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Long Arm of the Law at the Wednesday Club

35 members gathered on 1% November to welcome Torie
Griffiths as our speaker.

Torie gave us an interesting and lively account of her “Life of

Crime”, reflections on her time as a Crown Prosecutor. She had

C PS qualified as a solicitor in 1971 and worked with the greater

Manchester Prosecution Service for 20 years. In 1986 the Crown Prosecution

Service had been created, in order to be seen as independent from the Police
and Torie had joined the CPS in 1991.

She explained that her work was very challenging and involved detailed
collaboration between prosecutors and the Police as well as with defendants’
legal teams and witnesses. The CPS is often criticised, but about 80% of cases
lead to a conviction.

She saw many fascinating cases, most of which were difficult and distressing.
She described one dramatic case when armed gunmen burst into Slough
Magistrates Court to free the defendants, firing shots into the ceiling. They had
mistakenly picked the wrong court, so they went next door and absconded with
two of the defendants. Fortunately, they were all subsequently captured.

Torie had evidently thoroughly engaged with the major legislative
responsibilities of her extensive work as Crown Prosecutor. The Wednesday
Club audience were captivated by the authoritative and thought-provoking
manner in which she described her long and rewarding career.

Torie retired from the CPS in March 2019 after 30 years.

She was happy to answer a diverse range of questions from a very interested
and appreciative audience.

Prue Williams

The Wednesday Club Christmas lunch is on 13th December at the Royal Oak,
Ruscombe. This is always a popular annual event with members and is now fully
subscribed.




Come and Sing - and a Carolling Call to Arms

On the afternoon of Saturday 11™ November, Armistice Day, about thirty singers
gathered in church for a workshop to rehearse some pieces of choral music
written over four hundred years ago. William Byrd and Thomas Weelkes were
great Elizabethan composers, both of whom died in 1623, and Byrd’s Mass for
Four Voices and Weelkes’ anthem “When David Heard” are great examples of
Tudor choral music. The latter was particularly appropriate for the day, as it
records King David’s reaction to hearing his son has been killed in battle.

The singers enjoyed the music, as well as a tasty tea prepared by Katie Sarsfield
and Fiona Penn also including delicious cakes from the local expert
bakers. Many thanks to all of them, and to those who came to hear the informal
performance afterwards — when (I think) we gave a satisfactory account of our
afternoon’s work. David C-B served us a well-earned glass of wine, and there
was a retiring collection for Yeldall Manor (local rehab centre).

Speaking of music and singing in particular, if there are local singers who would
like to join the choir for our Candlelit Carol Service at 6pm on Sunday Dec 17",
please do getintouch? There are five choir pieces in addition to lots of favourite
carols (so being able to read music to some extent would be very helpful). We
have Thursday rehearsals at 7.30pm and on the day we gather at 4pm to
rehearse with everyone, for the service at 6pm. To find out more (without
commitment!) first contact simon.shaw@wslchurch.uk or on 07717 472974.

Simon Shaw, Choirmaster
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Christmas Time For Children

[ wusical for Key Stage 2|
e g WSL Junior Choir Nativity!
B‘““”"‘""B“‘l“‘” Sunday 17t December 10:30 am

Start the day @Breakfast Café then
everyone is warmly invited to share in
another fun retelling of the story of
Christmas and what might have occurred

I 2000 years ago!

| R

Kane z Kane

3G Christmas Party Thursday 10-11.30

For young and old and everyone in between.
Come along to the Neville Hall.
21 December

Christingle Service
Christmas Eve @ 4pm

Bring the family along to start
your Christmas celebrations
with where it all began in
Bethlehem. Hear the story of
the Christingle orange and the
hope it brings to all. Come along
and take part in Impromptu
Nativity! Wear your own
costume, or we have plenty for
donkeys, kings and angels!

1"



Whats Happening in December

Christmas Lights Switch On — Fri 1°* 6:00pm

The Pound Christmas lights will be ceremonially switched on
at 6:00pm on the 1%, If you’re around, pop down, maybe grab
an ale and get the season off to a festive start.

Parish Council Meeting — Tue 5" 7:00pm

The parish council meets in the Neville Hall on the 5. All
are welcome to pop down and get your gripes off your
chest, but please try to maintain some seasonal goodwill
towards our hard-working councillors!

Bell Ringing — Wed 6™, 13, 20" and 27" 7:30pm

Bell ringing practice takes place every Wednesday at 7:30 in
either WSL or Shottesbrooke church, please contact Jacquie
Hazell on 07905 085815 for details. New recruits always
welcome!

Silver Band Street Carolling — Wed 6" and 13t 8: 00pm+

The wonderful WSL Silver Band will be
undertaking their traditional trudge through the
streets of the village. The Street and Halls Lane will
be subjected to the strains of our favourite carols : TR
on the 6" and Milley Road on the 13", Be sure to Iook out for them and enjoyI

3G - Thu 7t", 14" and 21t 10:00am

3G runs every Thursday except the 28" this month. This
friendly group meets in the Neville Hall 10-11:45am and is for
all generations. They will be holding a Christmas party on the
21st. Just come along. All welcome.
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