Just when we were getting used to the year being 2022, we are already in December. How
does that happen? It seems like only yesterday we were toasting in the new year and fervently
praying for something a little more normal than the preceding annos horribilis. But the world
just won’t leave us alone. Just when “the virus” seemed to be fading as our number one
concern we are plunged into war on our doorstep, crippling inflation and a never ending
stream of industrial unrest.

But enough grumpy old editor, it's nearly Christmas and surely that will cheer us all up. On
the 1st of December The Pound will be lit up like a ...er... tree, the Church and Neville Hall
will become the focus of the multitude of local yuletide events taking place, and the mulled
and mince will be flowing. More details of which in this edition. And you never know, the
weather might start playing ball and we’ll get some nice gentle wintry accompaniment to the
festivities. But I've put one of Stuart Scott’s excellent photos on the cover anyway to remind
us of what we should be experiencing, just in case.

I note (albeit with some frustration) that the Highways Agency is getting into the festive spirit
already, fastidiously decorating all the local roads with pretty red, gold and green lights. In
some cases (but often not) they’ve thrown in some jolly ruddy faced elves in hi-vis jackets
and yellow hats. Maybe it’s just me but is there any local road one can drive down at the
moment without being forced to stop and admire the aforementioned displays? The festive
spirit is commendable but it's getting rather tedious now.

Of course, there is another big event in the run up to Christmas that we cannot ignore, even
if some, like your editor, wish we could. It involves some of our finest, most talented, and
most obscenely overpaid athletes kicking a ball around a field in the Middle East to the roar
of their devoted (and maybe for once, sober) fans. There must be something fundamentally
wrong with me, | simply can’t get excited about it, but | appreciate that to many it is a massive
deal. It must be - since our traditional village carol service has been moved to avoid a clash
with the final. It seems even our Lord and Saviour must make way for the beautiful game.

But what comes with the World Cup is important. It's hope. Hope that one of our home teams
can actually pull it off and maybe give this kingdom a special Christmas present. And this
time of year is all about hope. Not just the hope that our extended family will make it through
the big day without a fist fight, but hope that despite everything, we can have a warm and
familiar Christmas; and hope that the New Year will bring better times.

And on that note, | hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and a joyful New Year.
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Letter from The Parsonage

My dear Friends

.

. g When listening to the radio or watching TV, | often
.\ hear things which | would like to be able to quote
~ 7 accurately later. The thing | want isn’t always available
. on the watch/listen again services, even if | can
remember when and where | heard it. 'm not very
good at quickly getting the sound recorder working on
my phone (or even finding the phone!), and in any case
doing it whilst in the car would risk points on my licence...

A good example is a conversation that | heard on the car radio some
years ago shortly before Christmas as | was sitting in a traffic jam. It was
an interview with Alan Bennett. The interviewer was talking to him
about his then recently published diary, and somehow got onto the
subject of church services (via John Betjeman, | think!).

Bennett confessed himself to be not much of a believer, but said he
enjoyed attending church services from time to time because of the
beautiful singing and the language of the King James Bible (161 1) and The
Book of Common Prayer (1662), which he infinitely preferred to any of
their modern counterparts. (Incidentally Clare Paling, the fictional
heroine of Penelope Lively’s Judgement Day, expresses precisely the
same opinion in conversation with her hapless Vicar.) In his interview
Bennett acknowledged that the old texts were sometimes obscure to
the modern worshipper, but this did not matter to him at all. Indeed
(and this is where | miss the recording) he explained that what he
couldn’t bear was people reading the Bible or the Prayer Book aloud
and trying to put meaning into them. To do that ruined their beauty, the
magic spell of the pure sound of the words. All reading in church should
be in a flat monotone.

This from a man whose ability to bring words to life with his reading is
second to none! (After hearing him do Winnie-the-Pooh | was so
transported with delight that | rushed out and bought the CD boxed
set, and still occasionally listen to it when washing up.)

Bennett did have the decency to admit that as a non-believer or at least
an agnostic, he could hardly insist on having his way... and I'm glad he
did, because | totally disagreed with him. | suppose he was implying that
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religious words have no meaning, so it was a mistake to try to give them
any, whereas | believe that they are the most important words of all. |
would be most upset if those who read at WSL or Shottesbrooke
adopted the ‘monotone approach’ rather than do their best to put
expression into their voices and bring out the meaning as strongly as
possible —as I'm sure they in fact do!

That’s because | believe in a God who has revealed himself to all
humanity through the world and the universe he has made, but also
more intimately and exactly through words — the words uttered on his
behalf by the God-inspired writers of the Bible and which are so closely
reflected in the language and thought of the Prayer Book. We need
modern versions of them not because what they say is out of date, but
only because our use of words has changed and their message must not
be lost.

As Christmas approaches, we prepare to celebrate God’s greatest
statement about himself, not this time in written words but yet more
wonderfully in The Word made Flesh. In the birth, life, teaching and
miracle-working of Jesus, and in his death on a cross, his resurrection
from the dead and his triumphant return to heaven, God proclaims
himself in a way which surely only the wilfully blind and deaf can ignore.
How many unbelievers can really explain away Jesus?

Millions will be attending school carol services, churches and cathedrals
over the next few weeks — perhaps even Alan Bennett! | pray that they
will find what they sing and hear not only beautiful but meaningful as
well. Pray especially, if you will, for those who come to our churches
over the Christmas and New Year period, which hopefully includes
yourself.

A blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all.

Your sincere friend and Vicar

Charles Mason

Carol Service: Repeat Announcement
Because the final of the FIFA World Cup is taking place on
I8 December, we are holding our WSL Christmas Carol Service the
day before, Saturday 17 December, at the usual time of 6 pm.




SERVICE CALENDAR DECEMBER 2022 Y
WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBR ‘OKE

Date Time Service Sidesmen efc.
4th Dec 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Andrew Campbell
Advent2  08:45 Holy Communion at Shottesbrooke — ‘Followers and Apostles’

10:00 All-age Service Camilla Beech

Hymns: HON 50 (vv1-4,8), 329, 143
Reading: Ecclesiastes 3.1-8 Junior reader
18:00 Sung Evensong Pat Woodford
Introit: Vesper Responsory — Palestrina (sheet) Int: Chris Woodhams
Hymns: AMNS 20, 139, 15 Psalm: 135 (Martin)
Canticles: Chants (Shaw, Baker) Resp: Ferial
Anthem: Benedictus in C — Stanford (sheet)
Reading: Daniel 7.9-14 Tony Boyd
Reading: Revelation 1.9-19 Pat Woodford

11thDec  08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Angela Sage
Advent 3 10:00 Parish Communion Ann & John Skidmore
Hymns: AMNS 342, 26, 155, 24 Int: Simon Shaw
Setting: Warren Mass Svr: David Crawley-B

Anthem: The Cherry Tree Carol - arr Wilcocks (HCFC)
Reading: Malachi 3.13 - 4.6 Rosemary McGuigan
Reading: Luke 12.42-48 Rupert McGuigan

17t Dec  18:00 Lessons and Carols by Candlelight David Crawley-Boevey

Saturday Readings, Carols and Choir items (per service sheet) (and others)
(mulled wine and mince pies after in the Neville Hall)

18th Dec  08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Andrew Campbell

Advent4  08:45 Morning Prayer at Shottesbrooke — ‘Whose side are you on?’
09:15 St Lawrence Café (Neville Hall) All Welcome!

10:30 Junior Choir Nativity Play MJ Streather
24hDec  16:00 Crib and Christingle Service TBA
Christmas  23:15 Midnight Communion David Crawley-Boevey
Eve Carols: (WSL sheet) 10, 16,17, 7 Svr: TBA

Anthem: Nativity Carol — Rutter (HCFC)

Communion: Hail Blessed Virgin Mary — Wood (sheet)
Away in a manger - arr Jacques

Reading: Luke 2.1-14 Simon Shaw

25thDec  08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) Sue Burridge
Christmas  10:00 Christmas Family Service Bertie Gilbart-Smith
Day Carols: (WSL sheet) 13, 19, 21,12 Int: Linda Sykes

Reading: Luke 2.1-7 Harsha Mason
1st Jan 2023 WSL: 10am All-age Service, no 8:45am or Evensong
Christmas 1 Shottesbrooke: no morning service
18:00 Carol Service at Shottesbrooke
with Carols for Choir and Congregation

Any enquiries about Christmas music: please contact Simon Shaw - 07717 472974.
We would always like to hear from singers wanting to join the choir - regularly or occasionally.
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Parish Register - November 2022

Baptism:

6" November

Rupert Bowley

Date
lst
1st
6th
6th
14t

14t
17th

18th
18th
2 lst
24

Date

Time
10:00-11:30am
6:00pm
7:00pm
7:30-9:00pm
12:30pm

7:30-9:00pm
6:00pm

9:15-10:45am
10:30am
7:30pm
4:00pm

13 May 2023
25" May 2023

What?

3G (also 8™, 15, 221d)
Christmas lights switch on
Parish Council Meeting
Silver Band street carolling

Wednesday Club Christmas Lunch
(fully subscribed)

Silver Band street carolling

Carol Service
(+ refreshments in the Neville Hall)

St Lawrence Café

Junior Choir Nativity

Carols round The Pound
Crib and Christingle Service

(+ refreshments in the Neville Hall)

Future Dates of Interest

WSL Choral Festival
WSL vs SR Golf Match

Village Diary - December 2022

Where?
Neville Hall
The Pound
Neville Hall
Milley Road
Wee Waif

Halls/Street
WSL Church

Neville Hall
WSL Church
The Pound

WSL Church

visits)

3" December (site

6™ December
10t January

7™ February

Parish Council Meeting Dates

Meetings are normally held in The Neville Hall

starting at 7.00pm.

Full minutes, including planning, highways and
other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged
versions will be published in the Lych Gate.

(full list of dates for 2023 is after the minutes in this edition)
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Come and have BREAKFAST at the

>

$t Lawrence Café
= A
'e: 9.5-10.45 _ &5,

on Sunday 18 December
in the Neville Hall.

The Junior Choir’s
NATIVITY PLAY is
being performed in
the CHURCH at 10.30.
It’s always
delightful so don’t
miss it!

And don’t forget that well-behaved dogs are
now welcome in the foyer during the Neville
Hall café!

The Café Team would like to wish you
ALL a very Happy Christmas!

The St Lawrence Café is a social event held on the

third Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to our

sponsors - Scott and lain of The Bell, Christopher,

Linda, Pete & Francesca - and to all the Café team
and helpers.

FVYVYVIVY
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Bell Ringers Wanted!

Interested in having a go?

Practice nights are Wednesdays, 7.30-9pm at
Waltham St Lawrence or Shottesbrooke.

Everyone’s welcome. Contact Jacquie Hazell to
find out where to come:

Call/Text/WhatsApp: 07905 085815
Take up ringing now and you can ‘ring for the

king’ as part of the coronation celebrations next
year. Keep the bells ringing in the village.

Bell Ringing is fun and ...

e for young people (10yrs+) and adults of all ages - individuals, couples,
families, or groups

e it's for all faiths & none (and you don't need to be musical, mathematical,
or strong)

e enjoyable & satisfying - experience new achievements as you learn and
increase your skills

e agentle workout - physical exercise with mental stimulation

e it burns calories, tones muscle, and relieves stress

e an easy way to make friends - enjoy social activities and be part of a team
and community

e inexpensive (and be paid ringing for weddings!)

e boosts soft skills: teamwork, leadership, co-ordination, concentration,
listening and analytical

e full of variety - a centuries-old skill - with endless choices & places to visit

e a great skill for your Duke of Edinburgh’s award

e you can be part of your community's soundscape: Sunday services,
weddings & special events

e it's the ultimate Heavy Metal: Church bells are the loudest (unamplified)
and heaviest musical instruments in the world ... and they're metal! But
don’t worry, ringing chambers are usually sound proofed for safe noise
levels.




Eastern Travels at the Wednesday Club

m ”2«2:3 ; % 35 members of the Wednesday Club
| % A , = were very pleased to welcome back by
. popular demand Jackie Grueneberg on
Wednesday 2" November.

Jackie, who lives in Shurlock Row, gave a
fascinating talk on her travels in Central
Asia and Pakistan. After considerable
time spent in research and obtaining
one-time visas, she travelled with a
group to Samarkand in Uzbekistan with the intention of following the famous
Silk Route into western China. They had interesting experiences journeying
through the ‘Stans as they are known at a time when tourists in those countries
where rare. However, when they reached Naryn in Kyrgystan on the border
with China, their whole trip had to be called off as the terrorist attacks on the
Twin Towers had just taken place. Further travel was forbidden for security
reasons, so they had to find their way with difficulty back to London.

Several years later she set out for Pakistan with four intrepid friends. They
were taken with a guide to some of the more impenetrable areas of this
beautiful country. They met a tribe in an inaccessible valley in the Hindu Kush,
who had no experience of the outside world. Both adults and children were
amazed to see photos of themselves on Jackie’s new digital camera. They
travelled in jeeps on steep mountain roads and crossed rushing rivers on
precarious bridges. They were hosted by a very welcoming Pakistani family in
Nowshera in what was then the North West Frontier Province.

She left us with her impressions of the dramatic scenery and the warmth and
friendliness of the people. Jackie was happy to answer many questions from
the audience and meet members over a cup of tea.

Prue Williams

The Wednesday Club will not be meeting as usual in December, but will be enjoying
their Christmas Lunch on the 14™. Normal service will resume on January 4%, hope to
see you then!
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They Came and They Sang - Fauré Requiem

Twenty-six singers gathered on the afternoon of Saturday 12
November to rehearse this most popular of classics, conducted
by me and accompanied by our accomplished organist Peter
Spencer. Ellie Hyde sang soprano solo, (and | was ‘emergency
baritone’). The singers included friends from local choirs, some
of whom have sung in our services or at our choral festival, as
well as newcomers to WSL.

In recent years (pandemic allowing) we’ve run a Come and Sing day in WSL at
this time, previously covering choral works by Bruckner and Rheinberger. The
aim is to raise money for the Royal British Legion and the church, as well as for
the cultural collaboration and the sheer joy of singing together.

Come and Sing? - It’s quite a relaxed way to spend an afternoon, as rehearsals
go. The participants have quite varied experience and expectations; they can
read music to a greater or lesser extent, and either they know the music well,
and just want an excuse to sing it again, or else they like having a go at
something new. It’s very much a social gathering too, and having made great
progress we enjoyed a visit to the Bell and a sandwich and cake tea kindly
prepared and served by Katie Sarsfield, Sally Fenwick, Fiona Penn and Pat
Woodford.

Fauré’s Requiem is for good reason the most frequently performed work at
Come and Sing events. It was first published in 1888 and has remained very
popular since. Fauré was a tad more conventional than some of his
impressionist contemporaries in France, and his music is very accessible - full
of lyrical melodies and beautiful harmony, as well as some more dramatic
moments. It’s great stuff to sing.

At six o’clock about forty audience joined us in church to listen to the result of
our efforts, and were very appreciative, which is nice for the singers. Most of
them stayed for a glass of wine afterwards with the singers, served by the
Crawley-Boeveys. Overall, the day raised about £300 for the church from
singer tickets, and a similar amount for the British Legion from donations by
the audience and choir. So just in those terms it was definitely worth the effort
of organising, and in any case very enjoyable for all. Simon Shaw
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