As | feared, the scorching summer that had presented itself when | was composing the last
editorial has since decayed into a rather more regular combination of thunder, rain, wind and
unpredictability, so at least we can go back to what we do best - grumbling about it on that
basis. But fortunately we seem to have escaped the wilting conditions that our European
cousins have been suffering.

As was well reported, all that inclement weather opened up an interesting hole in Milley Road.
But at least we could sleep soundly knowing that the highway wombles switched to DEFCON
2 and deployed their crack team of highly trained traffic cones to deal with it. Although it has
somewhat mollified my rant, | am pleased to report that it now appears to have been fixed.
However, for a time the strategy appeared to be the usual one, which is to wait until the cones
succumb to Darwinian evolution, and mutate into sentient beings with sufficient dexterity and
intuition to fill in the hole themselves.

July was a fairly eventful month in the village, Rev. Charles and Harsha have retired and
coverage of their farewell can be found herein. We thank them for their service and wish
them well. Your editor also made his annual pilgrimage to the Cricket Club 80s fest on the
14%, unfortunately the weather forced the festivities inside but as usual the band, beer, balti
and barbeque were all excellent, and a merry time was had by everyone - as far as | can
remember. The WSL Church Choir has graced Christ Church Cathedral in Oxford with its
legendary choral prowess - although the press timing was tight, we’'ve managed to get a
quick report into this edition. And the school has delighted everyone with its annual end of
year musical production which is covered in these pages too.

August is generally a quiet month on the local front. The school has broken up, Junior Choir,
3G and the Wednesday Club are taking time out too, even the Church Choir takes a well-
earned siesta. So what is there to be doing with ourselves this month? There are still plenty
of teas and breakfast opportunities, but perhaps it is also an opportune moment for us to get
creative and prepare our entries for the Village Show in September. So dust off your knitting
needles, painting easels, cameras and the box set of “Bake Off’, and make an offering to the
muses to ensure some inspiration. At the request of the organisers, | have included a copy
of the classes and entry form this month as a reminder of the options open to you, should
you have mislaid last month’s insert in all the excitement.

With that, | hope everyone enjoys what is left of our summer, and let's pray there is some
fine weather yet to come. Me, I'm off to dig out my Stetson and lasso, jump on Mrs Editor’s
horse and round up those pesky unemployed traffic cones, before they start breeding.
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Letter from The Parsonage

Ed: Given that Charles Mason has now retired as our vicar and we await a
replacement, there is no “Letter from The Parsonage” this month. However, the
PCC thought that instead, it would be fitting to reproduce an abridged version
of the excellent speech he gave at the Celebration Teas on the 9 July.

It was the evening of Wednesday 6
July 2016. Harsha and | had supper
at the Shurlock Inn, and the time
came to pay the bill. | had
mentioned to the girl on the till
that | was to be the new vicar, and
as we waited quite a long time for
the card terminal to process my
transaction she said: “I'm sorry it’s
so slow; everything's slow around
here; in fact, Vicar, we don't do fast
in this village.” Well, as a semi-

] oot m retired clergyman looking for a
somewhat Iess hectlc pace of life then | had been coping with for the
previous 36 years, | thought that would suit me just fine. And so it has.

This parish may not ‘do fast’, but there are many things that it most
certainly does well, which is far more important. The Lych Gate
magazine, the organisation of the Village Féte/Festival, the amazing array
of entries in the Village Show, the maintenance of the churchyard the
annual Remembrance Sunday parade with the accomplished
performance of the WSL Silver Band; and the marking of national
occasions, of which there have been many in the last year or so!

Then of course there are those things which particularly concern me as
the Vicar: the way the church building is so well looked after; the regular
cleaning and flower arrangers; and the candles, lighting, staging,
Christmas tree, crib, and Easter Garden appear and disappear with such
efficiency. The organ is kept in tune, the bells are maintained and ring
out whenever enough people are available, and the numerous rotas are
managed efficiently. It is rare that someone fails to turn up to fill their
slot and I'm quite sure there is always a good reason — perhaps to see
how good the Vicar is at thinking on his feet!
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This church also punches well above its weight when it comes to music,
though certainly with a bit of help from outside. Weekly anthems and
monthly evensongs, a stream of home-recorded music during 18 months
of lockdown services, some of which found its way onto a couple of
CDs — copies on sale in the church! — and into the furthest corners of
Oxford Diocese or even beyond; | do most warmly congratulate Peter
our Organist and Simon our Choirmaster on these remarkable
achievements.

But I've saved what some might think the best until last: catering! When
it comes to cakes, biscuits, scones, sandwiches, savouries, nibbles, tea,
coffee, wine, soups, stews, desserts, etc for any and every occasion, |
can’t imagine there’s any other parish that comes close. Church Teas
especially are the best examples of all.

| am sure that many of you will recognise yourselves in what | have said
so far. Apart from Peter and Simon, who are engaged with us
professionally, | have not mentioned names, because I'm bound to miss
someone out and | thought that might be invidious; but that does not
mean | am any the less truly grateful to those concerned.

On a personal level, Harsha and | deeply appreciate all the friendship and
support we have received over these 7 years. Generous hospitality, and
lots of little things remembered, our house hunting as many have
enquired is continuing.

Five people | will mention by name are those who have served as
churchwardens during our time here: Bertie Gilbart-Smith, who held
that office until 2018, and the four current postholders: David Crawley-
Boevey, Fiona Penn, Jacquie Hazell and Barty Smith. Take it from me:
churchwardens are hugely important in the life of any vicar. They will be
even busier during the vacancy, so please give them your full support,
and if they ask you to help in some way, please try to say Yes.

When it came to what we could give as a leaving gift, | hope the lectern
will remind you that the word of God is what |, and Harsha too, stand
for. As the Apostle Paul said to the Ephesian church leaders as he took
his final leave of them: “I commend you to God, and to the word of his
grace.” (Acts 20.32)

Charles Mason, Sunday 9" July, WSL Church Lawn.
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WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR AUGUST 2023

Date Time Service Sidesmen etc.
6" Aug  08:45Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with Graham Theobald David Crawley-B
Transfiguration 10:00 All Age Service with Roy Burgess Camilla Beech
Trinity 9 Hymns: HON 46a (om 5,6), 106, 10, 153
Reading: Luke 9.28-36 Junior Reader
18:00Evensong (no choir) with Graham Theobald Pat Woodford
Hymns: AMNS 246, 10, 101 Ps: 72 (w1-11) Int: Rob Lyman
Reading: 1 John 3.1-3 Pat Woodford
Reading: Mark 9.2-7 Tony Boyd
13t Aug  08:45Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with Graham Theobald Rob Lyman
Trinity 10 10:00Parish Communion with Graham Theobald MJ Streather
Hymns: AMNS 122, 223, 194, 235 Svr: Linda Sykes
Reading: Romans 10.5-15 MJ Streather Int: Anna Ablewhite
Reading: Matthew 14-22-33 Rupert McGuigan
20t Aug  09:15St Lawrence Café — Neville Hall - All welcome!
Trinity 11 10:30Parish Communion (shorter form) with Stephen Turville Bertie Gilbart-S
Hymns: AMNS 140, 157, 117 Svr: David Crawley-B
Reading: Matthew 15.10-28 Bertie Gilbart-Smith Int: Simon Shaw
18:00Evening Worship online with Rob Lyman — see wsl.link for Zoom link
Reading: John 6.51-58 Christopher King
27t Aug  08:45Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with Graham Theobald Angela Sage
Trinity 12 10:00Parish Communion with Graham Theobald John & Ann Skidmore
Hymns: AMNS 249, 118, 464, 395 Svr: Chris Woodhams
Reading: Romans 12.1-8 Rosemary McGuigan Int: Chris Woodhams
Reading: Matthew 16.13-20 John Skidmore
3dSept  08:45Holy Communion (BCP, Hymns) at Shottesbrooke with Graham Theobald
Trinity 13 10:00All Age Service with Roy Burgess

18:00Choral Evensong with Graham Theobald

Favourite hymns! Tell us if you would like to sing a particular hymn; we will include it when it
matches the service theme — or at a Songs of Praise service. Email: simon.shaw@wslchurch.uk
The Choir is on holiday in August — September is a good time to start new things — so if you
know of anyone who would like to sing with us, either regularly or just occasionally, please get in
touch with Simon on 07717 472974 or email as above.




Parish Register

Wedding: 15" July Phineas Lyman and Kierra Crawley
20" July Kier De’Ath and Sally Baker
Blessing: 22" July Michael Dodson and Jane Grace

Village Diary - August 2023
Date Time What? Where?
2nd 7:30pm  Bell ringing practice WSL /

(also 9™, 16,23 and 30%) Shottesbrooke
8th 7:00pm  Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
13t 2:30pm  Teas on the church lawn WSL Church
20" 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
27" 2:30pm  Teas on the church lawn WSL Church
31t 7:30pm  Church Choir practice WSL Church
31 Deadline for WSL Charities education

grant applications

Future Dates of Interest
10" September 2023  WSL Village Show
17*" December 2023 Junior Choir Nativity

Parish Council Meeting Dates

5% August (site visits) Meetings are normally held in The Neville Hall
starting at 7.00pm.

8™ August
5™ September Full minutes, including planning, highways and
10t October other detailed matters are available to view on

the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

th
7" November versions will be published in the Lych Gate.




The $t Lawrence Café
doesn’t %

- close for ¢

) 9 &,

D Augustt
It will be open from 9.15 to 10.45

in the Neville Hall, as usual,
on Sunday 20t",

Come and chat Q

(“— "\ with friends,read — 9 o

the papers and
have

BREAKFAST !

Everyone is welcome (including dogs!)

Bacon, sausages, rolls, croissants, fruit,
pastries, cheese, toast, yogurt, juice,
tea and coffee etc.

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised
by members of the village and held on the third ;v ~— \
Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to our ‘A'av)
sponsors - Christopher, Charles, Linda, Pete and N,
Francesca - and to all the Café team, and to
YOU for supporting it.



Wednesday Club Annual Tea Party

The annual Wednesday Club tea
party took place on Wednesday
5th July.

Dressed for the occasion, 35

members and some friends

gathered at the Cricket Club in

Shurlock Row to enjoy a delicious

tea provided by the Committee

and others. As the weather was
unpredictable, we decided not to risk sitting outside. The Clubhouse was
brightened up with colourful tablecloths and cheerful flower
arrangements. The proceedings began with a competitive quiz kindly
compiled and presented by Rosemary Titford.

After this cerebral activity, it was time to enjoy the tea of sandwiches,
scones and cakes. There was then a chance to move around and chat to
other friends. We just managed to clear up before the arrival of a visiting
cricket team, whose match against the WSL team was due to begin. They
might have welcomed a couple of our young and fit members in the
outfield!

Our thanks go to the Cricket Club for allowing us to use their spacious
Clubhouse. | am sure we will be approaching them again next year.
Thanks also to all those who helped with baking and clearing up, in
particular to Joy and Gary Aldred and to Rosemary for the quiz.

Prue Williams

The Wednesday Club will not be meeting in August, but will return on the
6t September with a coach trip to The Butterfly World and leisure park
at Studley Grange near Swindon.




Teas on the Church Lawn

Sunday 13" August 2:30-4:30pm
Sunday 27" August 2:30-4:30pm

SO LONG — FAREWELL!!

In true WSL “teas” style, on the afternoon of the 9*"
July, his last service after over 40 years as a serving
clergyman, we celebrated the end of an era with
Charles and Harsha and their family members.

We were blessed with our usual clement weather for
a bumper roll out of Afternoon Teas on the Church
Lawn and many of the local community were able to ‘ 3
join in the delicious cream tea offering and raise their glasses of celebratlon ﬁzz
in a salute to their time with us.

Charles’ farewell speech is at the front of this
edition and in it he recognised the many people
who contribute to make a church go round. This
work will continue while his replacement is found
and all support and help along with attendance is
greatly appreciated.

10



A Thank You from Charles and Harsha

Dear Friends,

You gave Harsha and me a most wonderful send-off at
the start of July after our seven years in the Parish. At
my last service at Shottesbrooke on 2 July | was
presented with a magnum of champagne cleverly
incorporating that famous spire on its label. The
following Sunday at Waltham St Lawrence 16 members
of our own family turned up, the bells were ringing, the
flower-arrangers had excelled themselves, the choir
sang a favourite anthem of mine, Thomas Attwood’s
‘Teach me, O Lord’, then Peter our organist played the voluntary of my choice:
‘Trumpet Tune’ by John Stanley. The children had created a most colourful
patchwork ‘retirement’ banner, and Fi said some very kind words.

After a family lunch at the Shurlock Inn, celebrating both our retirements, it
was back to WSL churchyard for one of those famous Church Teas. Another
five relatives joined us for that, and it was marvellous to see such a big local
turnout. | hope we managed to speak to most of you, but if we missed you it
wasn’t intentional!

So many thankyous to say: to JC for their stirring rendition of a Bible mnemonic
song; a multitude of cards and personal gifts, and even more kind words from
Fi, followed by the cutting of not one but two cakes. Then we were showered
with the fantastically generous and thoughtful presents from the Parish:
National Trust and John Lewis vouchers, William Morris tableware and
toiletries, PG Wodehouse’s last-ever book, and two photographic collages
ready to hang or frame. And a huge thank you also to the many who worked
so hard, visibly or behind the scenes, to make the whole event happen —and
cleared up afterwards!

Just when we thought all the festivities were finally over, we got a card through
the door the following Wednesday to say that the bell ringers were going to
ring a quarter-peal at WSL in our honour that evening. We went down to the
church and had a delightful time listening to the peal and sharing restoratives
with the band afterwards.

We’ve had a most happy and fulfilling time with you all since 2016, and you
rounded it off for us just perfectly. We thank you again from the bottom of our
hearts. We'll let you know our new address when we have one!

Charles & Harsha Mason
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