A Word from the Editor...

Welcome to your editor’s 36" edition — I've now been steering the good ship Lych Gate
for a whole 3 years, and whilst there are a few scrapes down the sides we are still afloat
thanks to a bit of regular bailing and a forgiving (or just too polite) readership.

As | recall my first editorial referenced the extreme heat we had been suffering, and
little has changed. | hope you’ve all been coping with the weather, three heatwaves in
succession (at the time of writing) is certainly creating a memorable season. We seem
to have escaped a hosepipe ban in the parish so far, but no doubt it’s coming.

July was a busy one, I've broken several shoehorns getting everything into this issue to
avoid bankrupting the PCC with extra pages. The Wednesday Club prepared for their
summer holidays with the traditional annual tea party (p10) and managed to leave the
cricket clubhouse requiring only minor repairs. The school performed a stunning end
of year performance, a report and some fabulous pictures on p16. But the big event of
last month was, of course, the Party in the Parish. The gods took pity on us and cleared
away the rain just in time for everything to kick off. Well done to the organisers for
putting on a fantastic event at which your editor managed to sample pretty much
everything on offer (and duly suffered somewhat the next morning for his civic duties).
A memorable night was had by all, and you can see a report and plenty of incriminating
photos on p20, but not the ones that have been requisitioned by the authorities.

This is usually one of the leanest times of the year for the Lych Gate hacks. Everything
just — erm — stops! No Wednesday Club, no Junior Choir, no 3G, no Church Choir, and
even the Parish Council go into “work to rule” mode. But the teas team are still braving
the scorching sun to give us not one, but two teas sessions on the church lawn (p9),
including one with a performance from the silver band on the 3™. Like a charging rhino,
the St Lawrence Café will also be continuing on its unstoppable path, and on the 23™
an unveiling of a memorial seat commemorating our own dear departed Charlie
Belcher is planned in The Pound (p15). New to our diary schedule (but not to the
Neville Hall) is the International Wine and Food Society who meet here most months
and would very much like to see some locals join their ranks (p14).

Enjoy the month and let’s hope it stays fair but not brutal. I'm off to trawl the local
garden centres and buy up all the hosepipes, so | can make a fortune on the black
market once the inevitable ban comes. Can’t believe no one else has thought of it....
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Getting Serious About God

It is estimated that there are over half a billion practising
Christians in the world. But the church wouldn't even exist today
if it hadn't been for a small group of disciples who were sold on
Christ. The things of God were not a part-time interest or a
convenience-based commitment to those early Christians but
their highest priority. If you want to be serious about God, stop
and reflect on what they took seriously.

They took Church seriously. The believers met together in the temple every day.
Coming to church for fellowship brings joy through shared faith, mutual
encouragement, and a sense of belonging. It strengthens believers, provides
opportunities for spiritual growth, and fosters a community where individuals can
support each other in their faith journey. It was not the temple Orchestra, melodious
Choir, cutting edge media or youth programmes that drew them. Did they have more
time, less responsibility than we have? No, everything about your life was harder, took
longer, and was less convenient. Yet their encounter with Jesus so transformed their
priorities that every day they continued to meet. They hungered to gather in the
presence of the Lord, believing his promise that when two or three gather as God's
followers that He is in there among them.

Taking God seriously requires regular involvement with other Christians, experiencing
these unique aspects of his presence, hearing His words together and encouraging
one another. You need that special dimension of fellowship with God that happens
only when His family gather together with him.

They took fellowship seriously. We are more than a common interest based social
club. We are a family - birth children of our heavenly father, blood relatives. The cross
made it so, we have been baptised into one body by one spirit, we may look different,
but we are one body in Christ. Those early disciples valued their relationships. It went
beyond merely singing hymns and hearing sermons. They met together, shared
everything with those in need. God's word describes His church as a body. Its
members exist individually but they can only function properly in connection with one
another. Arms, hands, legs, shoulders etc cannot live separately, they must be joined
to a body with a head to accomplish their purpose. The Early church survived
incredible persecution and achieved amazing things. Why? Because they understood
the need to value each other and to sacrifice personal interest for the sake of the
whole. As isolated, self-reliant, self-promoting individuals they would have been
destroyed by the overwhelming force of their enemies.

They took prayer seriously. The New Testament Church was conceived in the womb
of prayer. After ten days of United prayer in the upper room everyone present was
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filled with the Holy Spirit. What happened next? They launched a church that's still
impacting the world after 2000 years. Did their prayer life diminish once the church
was established? Not in the least! All the believers devoted themselves to prayer. It
remained a prayer-conditioned fellowship. It was born, bathed and brought to fruition
in prayer. They bequeathed us the empowering Biblical principle that nothing
important and lasting happens without prayer. Question: How much do you pray?
What makes you a stranger to the place of prayer? Is it the myth that prayer is hard
work? it's not - if your priorities are right. Do you wear yourself out worrying about
things as though everything is up to you? Praying makes the hard bits of your life
easier and more fruitful. Consistent prayer lifts you to a higher, positive place where
you learn how to accomplish more while experiencing a deep piece of heart and soul.
Jesus said: Are you tired? Worn-out? Burned out on religion? Jesus is inviting us to
come to Him, He will show you how to take a real rest. Jesus is inviting us to walk with
Him and work with Him - watch how He will do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace.
He won't lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep Company with Him and you will
learn to live freely and lightly. Seriously, can there be a better way to live?

They took God's world seriously. They spent their time learning the apostles' teaching.
The early disciples were so committed to the word that they spent their time learning
and studying to understand the apostles teaching. God's word not only enabled them
to withstand life's challenges, but when persecution made them fugitives, they took
the word with them and planted new churches around the world. Are you growing in
God's word so that it fortifies you against tough times and prepares you to influence
your world for Christ?

I will conclude with a quote from the sixteenth-century Spanish mystic and religious
reformer, Teresa of Avila:

“Let nothing disturb you, let nothing frighten you,
All things are passing away: God never changes.
Patience obtains all things

Whoever has God lacks nothing; God alone suffices.”
Teresa went further to say this prayer: -

Lord, grant that | may always allow myself to be guided by You... Grant that in all
things, great and small, today and all the days of my life, | may do whatever You
require of me. Help me respond to the slightest prompting of Your Grace, so that | may
be Your trustworthy instrument for Your honor. May Your Will be done in time and in
eternity by me, in me, and through me. Amen.

Reuvd Nimoumdic Madukou - Vicar, Waltham St Lawrence & Shottesbrooke.



WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR AUGUST 2025

Date Time Service Sidesmen efc.
3dAug 10:30 All Age Service with Fiona Penn Fiona P
Trinity 7 Hymns: HON 242, 405, 467 Int: Fiona P

Anthem: Song from Maduka Family
Reading: Luke 12, 13-21 Amarachukwu M
18:00 Choral Evensong Rob L
Hymns: AMNS 113, 5(t162), 214(ii) Ps 107vwv1-9 Int: Rob L
Introit: The Lord is my Light - MacDonald
Resp: Radcliffe
Setting: Stanford in B flat
Anthem: Locus Iste - Bruckner
Reading: Genesis 50.4-26 Tony Boyd
Reading: 1 Corinthians 14, 1-19 Pat W

10t Aug 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) - 'St Lawrence's Day' Rob L
Trinity 8 10:00  Parish Communion MJ S
Hymns: AMNS 105, 303, 271, 263 Int: Simon S
Reading: Hebrews 11,1-3,8-16 MJ S Svr: Bertie G-S

Reading: Luke 12,32-40 Amarachukwu M

17t Aug 09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)

Trinity 9 10:30  Parish Communion (Shorter) Anne-Marie
with Graham Theobald
Hymns: HON 270, 69, 193 Int: Linda S
Reading: Luke 12,49-56 Simon Shaw Svr: Chris W

24t Aug 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Sue B

Trinity 10 10:00  Parish Communion John & Ann S
Hymns: AMNS 122, 223, 194, 235 Int: Anna A
Reading: Isaiah 43,8-13 Rosemary McG Svr: David C-B
Reading: Luke 22,24-30 Rupert McG

31st Aug 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) Angela S

Trinity 11 10:00  Matins Camilla B

Hymns: AMNS 133(om*), 154, 109 Ps 81.1,11-17(BCP)  Int: Christopher K
Reading: Jeremiah 2, 4-13 John S
Reading: Luke 14.1, 7-14 Juanita T

The choir is in recess during August and returns for Choral Evensong on 7t September.
Enquiries: Nnamdi (vicar@wslchurch.uk) or Gillian (churchadmin@wslchurch.uk)
Music & Choir: Simon (simon.shaw@wslchurch.uk)



Parish Register

Baptism: 6™ July Francis John Bruno Whitehead
Village Diary - August 2025
Date Time What? Where?

1st 6:00pm  Cricket Club Social (+ 8", 15", 229, 29t") Cricket Club

(check social media for confirmation)

3 2:30pm  Teas on the Church Lawn WSL Church
gHi 7:00pm  Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall

s 7:30pm  Bell ringing practice (+ 13t, 20%", 27t") WSL /

Shottesbrooke

15" 6:45pm  Wine and Food Society Supper Neville Hall
17*  9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
239  1:00pm Charlie’s Memorial Seat Unveiling The Pound
24" 2:30pm  Teas on the Church Lawn WSL Church

Future Dates of Interest
7" September 2025 WSL Village Show

3 October 2025 Harvest Supper
13™ September 2025  Walthams Cup 2025
21° February 2026 WSL Choir at Southwark Cathedral
16" May 2026 WSL Choral Festival
5% August Meetings are normally held in The Neville

9t September Hall starting at 7.00pm.

7t October Full minutes, including planning, highways and
other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged
9th December versions will be published in the Lych Gate.

4* November
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The $t Lawrence Café
doesn’t
close for

o 5
\j August! ()

It will be open from 9.15 to 10.45
in the Neville Hall, as usual,

on Sunday 17",
Come and chat Q
(“—") with friends,read O —

have

%/ thepapersand ==

BREAKFAST !

Everyone is welcome (including dogs!)

Bacon, sausages, rolls, croissants, fruit,
pastries, cheese, toast, yogurt, juice,
tea and coffee etc.

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised }q \‘
by members of the village and held on the third ;§7 ~— ‘
Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to our %g /

sponsors - Christopher, Linda, Pete and N A

Francesca, Richard & Hilary - and to all the Café
team, and to YOU for supporting it.






