A Word from the Editor...

Spring is officially sprung! And (at the time of writing anyway) we do seem to have
shaken off the worst of the rain sodden days that have plagued much of the first
quarter of this year. Your editor is starting to seriously think about dusting off his bicycle
to start enjoying this vernal weather and force some life back into those aging limbs. |
am pleased to note that some work has been done on local potholes since last month’s
rant, however it seems rather selective, so please keep reporting them if you don’t
wish your editor to be found upside down in a hedge with a “no longer circular” bike
wheel about his neck. Or perhaps you do - fair enough, | wouldn’t blame you.

One benefit of the massive amounts of precipitation followed by a solid period of
sunshine is that the flora of our village is having a ball. | don’t think I've ever seen such
a vibrant display of spring flowers lining our byways and footpaths. It’s a treat to lift the
soul - and let’s be honest, given that the outside world continues to reach hitherto
unimaginable heights of strife and madness, we really need every little boost.

So what is new in our corner of the world? Amongst much else, Revd Nnamdi has been
hard at work putting together some advice on how we deal with the current world
troubles from a spiritual perspective (p4), my good friend and neighbour Alex Barfield
has been basking in the glory of his former reign as Lord High Sheriff by giving a talk at
The Wednesday Club (p10), and the Hungerford Lane planning battle rumbles on with
80+ objections having been lodged and we now await deliberation. In more sombre
news, we have lost another long-standing village stalwart, Dennis Huntley (p14), and
one of our last local independent man caves, David Hunt Tools, is sadly closing (p22).

Also in this edition - a summary of the Church Easter activities (p9), and the first of the
2026 Church teas season is announced (p11). Somebody left a laptop on a train and a
few details of next month’s Choral Festival have been leaked (p15), and we have further
hot tips on preparing your entries for the Village Show (p18). Id also like to give a shout
out to the intriguing new Pokémon games club in the Neville Hall that will be trialling
some dates from May (p21) — that should liven things up around here!

I shall sign off by wishing you all a very happy Eastertide, no doubt the roast dinners
and chocolate eggs will flow with seasonal fecundity. Let’s also pray that the sunshine
continues and the world calms down. I'm off to play pothole roulette on my bike, and
may stop by the local Rest Home for Ex-Sheriffs to check Alex is settling in OK...
Issue number 1,205 April 2026
All copy for the May 2026 issue by Friday 17" April 2026 please to the Editor:

Steve Bowe - editor@wsl.link / 07768 328914.
Advertising enquiries please to the editor using advertising@wsl.link

The Lych Gate is published by the Parochial Church Council and distributed free to each household in the parish.
Copies are also available at £1.00 each from the church and The Bell. Postal subscriptions within the UK are £30 per
year. For details of subscriptions and advertising rates please contact the Editor. Notices or articles for commercial or
other non-charitable causes may be subject to a charge, if accepted for publication. Views expressed in the magazine

do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or the PCC. The publishers do not accept responsibility for products or
services advertised in this magazine and reserve the right to refuse adverts at their sole discretion.

The Lych Gate magazine is printed by The Print Room Group, Bracknell, Berkshire.
Cover Photo: Stuart Scott - Snakes head fritillary at Waltham Place




Longing for Peace, Our World is Troubled

This line ‘longing for peace, our world is troubled’ is from
Bernadette Farrell's beloved song which calls each of us to pray for
our troubled world. Living in a world of pain and suffering, we have
the power to enact change — with Christ as our guide.

Longing For Peace, Our World Is Troubled. Longing For Hope, Many
Despair. Your Word Alone Has Power to Save Us. Make Us Your
Living Voice. Longing For Food, Many Are Hungry. Longing For Water, Many Still Thirst.
Make Us Your Bread, Broken for Others, Shared Until All Are Fed. Longing for Shelter,
Many Are Homeless. Longing For Warmth, Many Are Cold. Make Us Your Building,
Sheltering Others, Walls Made of Living Stone. Music: Bernadette Farrell (b 1957) -
Words: Bernadette Farrell (b 1957)

We are living in increasingly uncertain times. Some might say that the drums of war are
beating in our world and if you listen, you can hear that they are louder today than they
were yesterday and possibly they will be tomorrow. Across our screens recently, the
images of the events that have occurred have shocked and angered us. They’ve saddened
us. They’ve disappointed us and alarmed us. The images on our screens have been simply
heart-wrenching. Destruction and sadness have come to many cities and towns.

If we are truthful, it feels so far away to most of the world. We have all sadly watched
women and their children walking away from all they’ve ever possessed and known and
proceeding into uncertainty. All of us have seen the heartbreaking scenes of mothers
inconsolable as they leave their sons behind to fight - and wives parted from their
husbands, not knowing if they will see each other again, and children wrapping their arms
around their fathers as they leave.

The attacks on Iran by the United States and Israel and the reprisals by the Iranian regime
have brought a new wave of fear, uncertainty and in many cases devastation to the
people of Iran and the whole Middle East, with more nations and people now being
dragged into the conflict. While the regime in Iran has done profound harm and is deeply
unpopular, and while there may be some renewed hope for change, it is not at all clear
where military intervention from the US and Israel will ultimately lead. We live in a world
revolving around destitution, distrust, hostility, abuse, violence, war, and the like. Our
world and church still long for signs of God’s kingdom through Jesus Christ, the light of
the world. His light shines upon us amid the world’s darkness, hardship, hunger, and
homelessness. Farrell summons us to serve in God’s kingdom through prayers and
actions, participating in social concerns and responsibilities to the world. This recalls
Christ’s mission to rescue people from the darkness and restore us to the light.

What is happeningin Iran, Ukraine and in other war-torn areas of our world is frightening.
We don’t know what we can contribute to what’s happening. I've also heard people say
consistently that they feel helpless. They don’t know what they can contribute because
of this war. They feel too small. They feel powerless. They feel inadequate to make a
difference. So, what should we do when we feel that way? What should we do when we
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feel frightened? What should we do when we feel fearful and we don’t know what to do?

1. We need to look to God rather than people or the circumstances we face for comfort,
for strength, support, for hope, and for peace.

2. We need to listen to God’s voice for guidance and direction. God does speak. God is
not silent today. God’s word, his voice, is alive. If we are people of the Word of God,
how does God speak? He speaks through the Scriptures. He speaks through the
wisdom of the Church, its leadership, its history. He speaks in our conscience if we
listen.

3. We need to seek the intervention of God concerning the cause of this conflict, what’s
happening right now in Ukraine, Iran and other countries.

4. We need to_pray for God to move in the hearts of people causing this war by their
free will choices. We need to pray for all those affected by the war, especially the
victims, families, and all the military personnel that are involved. We need to turn
our eyes to God. We need to pray for peace all over the world.

“Peace is the tranquillity of order.” Peace is the work of justice and the effect of charity,
which is love. What the church is saying to us is that we need to seek peace, but it must
be free. It is people who cause wars and it is people who can stop wars and it is people
who can and will pick up the pieces of life in the aftermath of the conflict to restore and
rebuild and be the agents of healing and the maintainers of peace.

So, when we are sitting here and asking, “What can we do so far away? Our hearts are
breaking as we watch our television screens. We are horrified by what we see but what
can we do?” As | have said, we can pray that God will move people to use their free will
choices to choose peace. So, our prayer must be passionate, consistent, long lasting and
dependent on God. Considering the uncertainty and instability across the world, | take a
moment to recognise the mix of emotions within me: do | feel confused, angry,
apathetic, overwhelmed or something else?

Despite our feelings, we choose to pray with boldness, compassion and hope. May our
intercession be our expression of love today. Lord Jesus, we believe that you are the
Prince of Peace. Faced with the horror of war, we are confident that you reign and are in
control. You are the only answer to the turmoil of the nations. Your people are suffering
globally - when one of us suffers, we all suffer. In the midst of this suffering, we cry out
to you, our great Hope and great Peace. We pray for your protection to prevail. We pray
that death and destruction will end. We pray for those who seek to escalate violence,
that your Holy Spirit will move them to de-escalate. We pray that they will be inspired to
seek peace and adopt a posture of love.

Bernadette Farrell's beloved song is apt in the current situation we find ourselves. We
can be agents of peace, where we are. We might be far away from the conflict, not able
to influence it and yet we are part of the family of humanity made up by God, designed
by God in a spiritual way.

Reud Nuioumdic Madukor  Vicar, Waltham St Lawrence & Shottesbrooke.
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WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR APRIL 2026

Date Time Service Sidesmen efc.
2nd Apr 20:00 Maundy Thursday Communion - ‘Divine love' Bertie G-S
Maundy Hymns: AMNS 259, 434, 473, 252 pt1(i) Svr: Bertie G-S
Thursday Anthem: Glory be to Jesus - Shaw (sheet)
Reading: 1 Corinthians 11.23-26 Christopher K
Reading: John 13.1-17, 31b-35 Simon Shaw
3rd Apr 14:00 Good Friday Meditation - 'Surrender’ MJ Streather
Good Friday Hymns: per service sheet
Reading: John 19:1-25 MJ S
5t Apr 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Easter Day Reading: Acts 10:34-43 Richard S
Reading: John 20:1-18 Simon Smith
10:30 Easter Family Communion - 'Resurrection’ A-M McE
Hymns: HON 267, 311, 228 Svr: Chris W
Reading: John 20:1-18 Junior Reader
18:00 Festal Evensong Rob L
Hymns: AMNS 82, 73, 77 Int: Rob L
Introit: This is the day the Lord has made - Shaw
Responses: Reading  Setting: Watson in E
Anthem: He is Risen - Whitlock (sheet)
Reading: Song of Solomon 3.2-5; 8.6, 7 Pat W
Reading: Revelation 1:11-18 Tony Boyd
12th Apr 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Roy Burgess Sue B
Easter 2 10:00 Parish Communion (no choir) Bertie G-S
with Roy Burgess - 'Peace be with you' Int: Chinwendu M
Hymns: HON 324, 509, 474 Svr: David C-B
Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22 - 32 Bertie G-S Club: Linda S
Reading: John 20:19-end David C-B A-M McE
19th Apr 08:45 Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Easter 3 with Graham Theobald
Reading: Acts 2:14a, 32-41 Martha H
Reading: Luke 24.13-35 John S
09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)
10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter) A-M McE
with Graham Theobald - ‘Broken bread' Int: Simon S
Hymns: AMNS 80, 84, 349, 428 Svr: Linda S
Introit: Jesus is with us - H Hudson Club: Hannah L
Anthem: Panis Angelicus - Franck (ESM) Juanita T
Reading: Luke 24.13-35 Prue W
26t Apr 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) David C-B
Easter 4 10:00 Parish Communion - '‘Good Shepherd' MJ S
Hymns: AMNS 134, 162, 426, 329(vv1-4,13) Int: Linda S
Introit: | am the good shepherd - Walker Svr: Chris W
Anthem: The Lord is my Shepherd - Rutter Club: Fiona P
Reading: Acts 2:42-end Chinwendu M Chinwendu M

Reading: John 10:1-10 MJ S
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Parish Register

Baptism: 1°* March Kamsiyochukwu Bliss Onuoha

Baptism: 1%t March Chisom Nathan Israel

Baptism: 21 March Eddie Stone Webber
Date Time What? Where?
15t 7:30pm Bell Ringing Practice (+8™, 15™, WSL/

221, 29th) Shottesbrooke

209 10:00am 3G (+23", 30™) Neville Hall
2nd 6:15pm Junior Choir (+23™, 30™) Neville Hall
2nd 7:30pm Choir Practice (+9%, 16%, 23", 30"")  WSL Church
g0 11:00am  Easter Garden Making WSL Church
gt 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall
14™  7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
7 6:45pm Wine and Food Society Supper Neville Hall
19"  9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
28" 7:00pm Annual Parish Meeting Neville Hall

Future Dates of Interest

4™ May 2026 Church Teas

16™ May 2026 WSL Choral Festival
28" May 2026 WSL/SR Golf Match
13" June 2026 Summer Fete

4™ July 2026 Party in the Parish

1%t/2" August 2026 WSL Choir at St Albans
6™ September 2026 WSL Village Show

Parish Council Meeting Dates

14" April Meetings are normally held in The Neville
28 April (APM) Hall starting at 7.00pm.

12 May Full minutes, including planning, highways and
other detailed matters are available to view on
the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged
7™ July versions will be published in The Lych Gate.

9™ June
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2 St Lawrence CCIfé, from

9.15 t0 10.45 in the Neville Hall, on

Sunday 19th
April.

LA Come and chat
. Sy with friends, read the papers
] and have

BREAKFAST !

“ Bacon, sausages, rolls,
croissants, fruit, pastries,
cheese, cereals, toast, yogurt,tea,
coffee and juices etc. Dogs welcome
too!

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by members of the
village and held on the third Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to
our sponsors - Christopher, Pete & Francesca, Linda, Richard and
Hilary and to all the Café team helpers. And, of course, to YOU for

supporting it.

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ

020£020:07020:07020:02020:0:020:05020:0:0%020207020;0¢0;
020202020%020207020207020:05002050%0:050%020202020207020.











































































