Finally, Spring is here! The days are warming, the birds are singing, the lambs are
gambolling, and Mr. Wordsworth himself would be bowled over by the host of daffodils
that have taken over the village. The chilly start to the year may at last be over — good
news for everyone, except perhaps the heating oil companies. Although, when this
magazine hits your doormat things may have deteriorated a little and you may not want
to pack the wellies away just yet, but let us delight in what small gifts we are given.

Easter is late this year, falling into April, so there is much to look forward to this month.
Of course, the shops have been full of chocolate and Easter regalia pretty much since
Christmas but now you can indulge without guilt. The church is throwing it’s all into
the celebrations as ever, starting with a Palm Sunday procession on Sunday 13t
featuring our old favourite Marble the Donkey. And on Easter day itself the family
service will feature “Easter egg surprises” to tempt the little ones.

Another event in April worth mentioning is the Annual Parish Meeting in the Neville
Hall on the 15", when various local institutions get to report on their activities and
plans. Unlike last year, your editor won’t be performing (I know — but you’ll get over it)
but the full line up and support acts can be found on p24. And never let it be said the
Parish Council don’t do anything to benefit the community, as complimentary drinks
and nibbles will be provided - so head on down there and get your fill.

Amongst much else in this edition, Revd. Nnamdi has penned another epic and
thought-provoking tome on the subject of “Living Hope” (p4) and I've got the report
on our very own Church Choir’s away game to Salisbury Cathedral back in February
(p22) which is a most interesting read. There’s award-winning poetry from the school
(p18), a preview of the return of the much-loved Church Teas to celebrate the VE Day
Anniversary (p8), and also some positive news (for once) about our local bus services
(p15) - which I urge you to take advantage of in order to make sure it lasts!

And finally, | note that our local watering hole, The Bell, has once again been given the
highest accolade by CAMRA, those fervent crusaders championing the cause of real ale
(p16). As a responsible local journalist, | would be failing in my duty if | did not conduct
my own investigations to ensure the award is justified. It's a thankless task, but
nevertheless a civic obligation. | may be some time....
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Thoughts from the Church

Living Hope

In Lent we journey with Jesus on the thorny road that leads all the way
to the cross on Good Friday — and beyond, to the transformation of
Easter Day. The Church of England’s Lent theme for 2025 is Living
Hope. Last month, | encouraged those who read my article to be
honest and open to God with their vulnerabilities. Hope allows us to make ourselves
vulnerable, stay upright when we fail, learn and relearn from our mistakes. Lent is not
a time to hide our brokenness from God but to know that Jesus came to forgive us and
heal us. But it is often true that we would rather hide our brokenness and sin. As
humans we have a fragility and vulnerability - not just as individuals but also as a society
and as a church. The war in the Ukraine and Middle East and the shocking safeguarding
failures in the church are reminders in the most horrific way of that brokenness. In Lent
we need to make time to allow God to speak to us and to heal us. We turn to God and
lean on Him, finding hope in His promises and unfailing love. This living hope is an
imperishable inheritance which can never be taken away, a journey from death to life.
Our lives are complex, and we live in an imperfect world. Our daily frustrations and
limitations are no surprise to God, and he can fill us with hope through these very
situations even when it is hard to stay hopeful.

In the depth of every human soul on earth is a search for meaning, purpose,
significance, and value. No matter what race, culture, language or religion, this
preoccupation with the need to find answers to our existence is inherent in every
human spirit. For what are we searching? Could it be that this common search is
evidence of a common loss? What did we lose and where did we lose it? Where and
will we ever find it? Some people do not know for what they are searching. They know
they are searching for some purpose that will give meaning and fulfilment to their lives,
but they cannot identify what it is. Many seek an answer in the pursuit of money,
power, possessions, or pleasure. Others search for it in Science, Philosophy, or
intellectualism. Some turn to alcohol or consciousness altering drugs. In every case the
result is the same. No matter how hard they try, the object of their quest eludes them.
After all, it is difficult to find something when you do not know what you are looking
for. Our deepest heart cry ever since, although unidentified by some of us, has been to
return to God so that in Him we can live, move, and have our being. We are living in
desperate times, but God's unconditional love is providing an antidote to that despair,
so there is hope and a living hope for that matter. God’s admonition for humanity to
move their primary focus from material needs and place it on what he calls the 'more
important' matters of life is a startling contrast to our current global culture.

“Hope is not pollyannaish optimism” writes psychologist Everett Worthington in a 2020
article for The Conversation. “Instead, hope is a motivation to persevere toward a goal
or end state.” God works through imperfect people to bring hope to broken and
troubled communities. | wrote this article on the 10t of March 2025, a day the African
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American abolitionist and former slave Harriet Tubman was being remembered.
According to Robert C. Plumb, in his book, The Better Angels; Five Women who changed
Civil War America, Harriet was born and raised a slave in Maryland, USA. She had an
extraordinary prophetic gift and was warned in a series of dreams to ignore the white
preachers who taught that enslaved people should accept their lot in life. Learning from
biblical stories about God rescuing slaves, she concluded that her prayers for freedom
had to be matched by practical action, and that “escaping... would be doing God’s will.”
And so, in 1849, Harriet embarked on a dangerous journey along the “Underground
Railroad” to freedom. Crossing the line eventually into the free State of Pennsylvania
she was overwhelmed: “I looked at my hands to see if | was the same person. There
was such a glory over everything; the sun came like gold through the trees, and over
the fields, and | felt like | was in Heaven.”

From 1851 to 1862, Harriet returned repeatedly to Maryland on the “Underground
Railroad” rescuing some 70 slaves in 13 expeditions and helping a further 60 to find
freedom. So successful was she in freeing slaves that Harriet received the nickname
“Moses”, and slave owners put a $40,000 ($1m today) price on her head. The key to
her extraordinary courage was undoubtedly her faith. “I never met with any person of
any colour who had more confidence in the voice of God, as spoken direct to her soul,”
said Thomas Garret, a stationmaster in the Underground Railroad. “She would talk
about ‘consulting with God’, or ‘asking of Him’, just as one would consult a friend upon
matters of business.” Whenever she led an escapee across the border, she would call
out, “Glory to God, one more soul is safe!”

During the American Civil War, Harriet Tubman served both as a scout and as a nurse
and became the first woman in American history to lead a military assault — the
Combahee Ferry Raid — freeing more than 700 slaves. In her later years, she continued
to champion justice in the ongoing struggle for women’s rights. “It wasn’t me; it was
the Lord!” she insisted, “l always told Him, | trust you. | don’t know where to go or what
to do, but | expect you to lead me. And He always did.” Harriet’s life demonstrates the
potency of prayer in action — a true living hope. Thinking now of an area of struggle or
pain in my own life — | ask the Lord to show me some practical way, however small, |
can act on my prayers, using one of Harriet’s prayers as my own: “God, | trust you. |
don’t know where to go, or what to do, but | expect you to lead me.”

The story of Harriet reminds us that even in times of struggle and hopelessness, God
can meet us and transform our circumstances. Sometimes the places where hope
seems lost are the very places we find hope, beauty, and restoration. God is always at
work, even in the most imperfect people and situations. Lent is a time for telling the
hard truth about who we really are deep down. The God who is alongside us through
all the challenges we face, the God who brings hope to the most complex and painful
situations, isthe God who accompanies us through death into the new and transformed
life which we celebrate at Easter.

Reuvd Nimamdic Madukao - Vicar, Waltham St Lawrence & Shottesbrooke.
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WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR APRIL 2025

Date

6th Apr
Passion
Sunday

Time Service
08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Reading: Isaiah 43.16-21 Richard S
Reading: John 12.1-8 Catherine S
10:00 Morning Worship - ‘Search me O Lord'
Hymns: HON 82, 220, 287a
Reading: John 12.1-8 MJ S
18:00 Choral Evensong
Hymns: AMNS 64, 13, 172, 6 Ps 112
Introit: Ubi Caritas - Shaw
Resp: Shaw (Set 2)
Setting: Stanford in G
Anthem: Turn back O man - Holst (NCA)
Reading: 2 Chronicles 35.1-6, 10-16 Tony Boyd
Reading: Luke 22.1-13 Pat W

Sidesmen eftc.

MJ S

David C-B
Int: Christopher K

13th Apr

08:45 Holy Communion (BCP)

Palm Sunday 10:00 Procession and Family Communion

'Days of Preparation’

Hymns: per sheet

Anthem: Praise O Praise - How (NCA)
Reading: Isaiah 50.4-9a Prue W
Reading: Luke 19.28-40 Bertie G-S

Rob L
Bertie G-S

Int: Anna A
Svr: Andy H

17t Apr
Maundy
Thursday

20:00 Maundy Thursday Communion - ‘Pains of betrayal’
Hymns: AMNS 434, 253(t130), 252(vv3-6)
Anthem: A new commandment - Nardone (SAB)
Reading: Exodus 12.1-4,11-14 David C-B
Reading: John 13.1-17, 31b-35 Simon Shaw

David C-B
Int: Chris W

18th Apr
Good Friday

14:00 Good Friday Meditation
Hymns: AMNS per sheet

20t Apr
Easter Day

08:45 Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbhrooke
Reading: Acts 10.34-43 Martha H
Reading: Luke 24.1-12 Simon Smith

09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall)

10:30 Family Communion - 'Be strong and courageous'
Hymns: AMNS 77, 83, 82, 80
Anthem: Ye choirs of new Jerusalem - Stanford (AFC)
Reading: Luke 24.1-12 Amarachukwu M

MJ S
Int: Chris W
Svr: Linda S

27 Apr
Easter 2

08:45 Holy Communion (BCP)

10:00 Parish Communion - ‘Resurrection Power' (no choir)

Hymns: HON 337, 94, 81a, 432
Reading: Acts 5.27-32 MJ S
Reading: John 20.19-31 John S

Sue B

John & Ann S
Int: Roger H
Svr: David C-B

Enquiries to Revd Nnamdi Maduka - vicar@wslchurch.uk — 01189 977988
Music and choir — Simon Shaw - simon.shaw@wslchurch.uk — 07717 472974

Junior Choir - Fiona Penn — fiona.penn@wslchurch.uk
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Parish Register

Baptism: 2" March Kaia Ella Smith
Madison May Smith
Beatrice Kennedy
Jemima Kennedy
Lawrence Frederick Barden Gleave

Funeral: 27" March Brian Arthur Stagg (71)
Date Time What? Where?
2nd 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall
2nd 7:30pm Bell ringing practice (and 9, 16", 23, WSL/

30t Shottesbrooke

3rd 10:00am 3G (and 10, 17, 24™ _.rac prease check racebook) ~ Neville Hall
g 6:15pm Junior Choir (and 10™", 24t") Neville Hall
3 7:30pm Choir Practice (and 10", 17%, 24t") WSL Church
gth 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
13%"  9:30am Palm Sunday Procession The Street
15t 7:00pm Annual Parish Meeting Neville Hall
20" 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall

Future Dates of Interest

5% May 2025 VE Teas on the Church Lawn
17t May 2025 WSL Choral Festival

7" June 2025 WSL/SR Summer Fete

5% July 2025 Party in the Parish

26t/27% July 2025 WSL Choir at Bath Abbey

13t September 2025  Walthams Cup 2025

Parish Council Meeting Dates

8" April Meetings are normally held in The Neville
15th Aprll (APM) Hall starting at 7.00pm.

6" May (APC) Full minutes, including planning, highways and
10t June other detailed matters are available to view on

the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged
8" July versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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Summer Teas on the Church Lawn

Please join us for our first teas of this year on
Monday 5" May - 2.30pm to 4.30 pm

We will be joining the national festivities commemorating 80
years since VE day.

Join old friends and new to enjoy tea and cake in our
beautiful church grounds.

See the May edition of the Lych Gate for our July and August
dates.

The ‘teas team’ look forward to welcoming you.







