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The Big Parish Litter Pick

Saturday 16 March

The sun shone, everyone was kitted out with their high viz jackets,
litter pickers and rubbish bags and off they went. Thanks to our
wonderful crew of volunteers, the whole parish
should now be looking
clean and litter free — at
least until the next time
some unsavoury member
of society decides to
chuck a bottle, can or
crisp packet out of their
car window.

We had over 30 people
litter picking in the parish
over the weekend of 16 March. All the roads were allocated to a
different team and it was amazing how much was picked up in sucha @
short time. The ‘prize’ has to go to Lynda and Doug Hughes in Shurlock 16

Row who picked up 16 very full bags of rubbish
from the Straight Mile e 7
alone! It's very sad that
people feel that they must
throw things on to our
verges rather than simply
taking them home and/or
putting them in a bin.
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Editorial

Spring at last? | hope I'm not speaking prematurely, but the interminable deluge appears to
have eased off somewhat leaving a fresh seasonal petrichor, the daffodils have popped up
throughout the village and the mercury has risen ever so slightly. Noah has drawn his
pension, and The Ark is being converted into bijou riverside apartments somewhere in
Kingston. Maybe, just maybe - the worst is over. Your intrepid editor has made hay and been
taking some constitutional strolls around our beautiful local area, albeit with the aid of a stout
pair of wellies. | heartily recommend it for those of you who are able, it is superbly beneficial
for mind, body, and spirit. The cycling is less fun though, because of the potholes. It's a well
reported national issue these days and we are suffering around here as much as anywhere.
But there is a procedure for getting them sorted, outlined on page 23 thanks to our parish
councillors. Please do use it, we are all very good at moaning but there is a way.

Things are also stirring on the local activities front. The crack Church Choir expeditionary
force have been on operations with Sgt. Simon and have conquered Portsmouth with ease.
Also, as you may know, the good burghers of WSL have been out picking litter from verges
and pathways, removing the “things that the everyday folk leave behind” (for those of you of
a certain age). Well done to all who participated for your efforts. This is to become a regular
event, keep an eye on social media and this esteemed publication for further information and
to get involved. Palm Sunday was marked by a lovely procession through the village featuring
Marble the donkey and Max the Shetland pony, pictures herein. Less success with the vicar
hunt though, still no prospective candidates. Presumably a shortage due to supply chain
issues with replacement parts and qualified mechanics. Maybe we’ll have to go electric?

And now we have Easter out of the way (well, it will be by the time you read this — however
I’'m still suffering chocolate deficiency as | write) there’s plenty to look forward to. Of note this
month, the Indian Supper Night on the 12th promises to be an enjoyable occasion. A bar,
quiz and free food — what more do we have to do to persuade you? And the big news for
April is that your editor is going to leave the comfort and safety of The Lych Gate Palace on
the 23rd and speak at the Annual Parish Meeting about life as the most significant media
mogul since William Randolph Hearst. | should mention, | suppose, that there will be some
other support acts as well from the local trusts, societies, working groups and the school.

So get out there and enjoy the Spring, walk off those Easter Eggs and enjoy the area, freshly
tidied up by the excellent hard work of the Big Parish Litter Pick gang — please do join them
on the next one. And | hope to see you all at the Neville Hall on the 23rd to experience yours
truly in a rare public appearance. Autographs and selfies charged at a very reasonable rate...

Issue number 1,181 April 2024
All copy for the May 2024 issue by Friday 19t April 2024 please to the Editor:
Steve Bowe - editor@wsl.link / 07768 328914.
Advertising enquiries to the Business Manager:
Peter Harland-Jones - lychgate98@gmail.com / (0118) 934 0367

The Lych Gate is published by the Parochial Church Council and distributed free to each household in the parish.
Copies are also available at £1.00 each from the church and The Bell. Postal subscriptions within the UK are £25 per
year. For details of subscriptions and advertising rates please contact the Business Manager. Notices or articles for

commercial or other non-charitable causes may be subject to a charge, if accepted for publication. Views expressed
in the magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or the PCC. The publishers do not accept responsibility
for products or services advertised in this magazine and reserve the right to refuse adverts at their sole discretion.

The Lych Gate magazine is printed by Denwal Press, Maidenhead, Berkshire.
Cover Photo: Steve Bowe - Magnolia in Halls Lane

3



Church News

So we are going to press just
before the start of Holy Week,
the central core of the Christian
Faith. Christians believe that
just over 2,000 years ago, a
man was born who came from
the one true God, as was
evidenced by his teachings and the miracles that he performed
while he taught. After all, how could he heal, drive out demons and
ultimately raise people from the dead. Finally, he himself was
killed, crucified - a horrid death, and then three days later began

to appear to many people, and the Romans and the Chief Jews
were never able to produce his body. He left earth telling his
followers to spread his teachings, and they did, particularly an ex-
Pharisee, Paul who travelled throughout the Roman Empire
preaching the good news, that Jesus Christ died for the world’s
sins, so all humans could receive grace and forgiveness and aspire
to be part of his kingdom, which knows no boundaries or bounds.

That is a summary of why there was a week of services leading up
to Easter Day and thank you to all those involved and who came.

To many reading these words, it may seem be strange, sound
implausible and over 2,000 years later perhaps not relevant to the
world we find ourselves living in today. The teachings of Jesus,
however, are at the heart of most societies whether they realise it
or not, as we all desire love over anger, peace over war, to raise
our families safely, to be kind, caring and compassionate, rather
than mean, selfish and indifferent. We can often look up to the
skies and ask is there more to life than just the pursuit of
possessions or the emptiness and loneliness of having no purpose
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or vision to work to. The call to follow Jesus can be simple, do not
be alone, do not be afraid and aim to love one another as he loved
when on earth. Come and see for yourself.

Our two churches continue to operate with the help of many
hands and much dedication. The recent round of advertising for a
new vicar did not yield any candidates for interview, so again back
to the process of re advertising and hoping that as we approach
end of May, there will be some applicants to interview.

Everyone you speak to is longing for the clocks to go forward, the
ground to dry up and the spring to have a real chance to shine, as
it has been a very wet few months and very grey. Let us hope that
as you read this, the sun is indeed shining, and spirits are lifted as
we go into the delights of spring and summer around our villages.
The church has a small outreach group who meet quarterly to plan
ways to take the teachings of Jesus out into the community so we
can love our neighbour as ourselves. During April we have our
Indian Supper evening where we will offer a tasty home cooked
supper, good company, and a chance to help others less fortunate
than ourselves.

When May arrives, the “Teas” team leap into action for their
season with Bank Holiday Monday being a great launch date as it
coincides with the Henly Arts Trail weekend, which often brings
visitors into the village as well as locals. More music on offer at The
Choral Festival mid-May and then June of course is Summer
Festival, where the Teas team along with many village friends will
work hard to offer a wonderful day of entertainment and fun for
all. We are blessed to be living in a thriving and caring community
and we look forward to the promise of these happy times
together. Wishing everyone a very happy April.



WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE AND SHOTTESBROOKE
SERVICE CALENDAR APRIL 2024

Date Time Service Sidesmen etc.
Tth Apr 08:45  Holy Communion (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Easter 2 with Phil Watts - 'Change of Heart'

Reading: James 1 17-22 Simon Sm
Reading: John 16 5-15 Catherine S
10:00  All Age Service Camilla B
with Phil Watts - ‘Jesus in the Temple'
Hymns: HON 508, 94, 337
Reading: Luke 2 41-52 Junior Reader
No service of Evensong this month

14t Apr 08:45  Holy Communion (BCP) with Dave Atallah Angela S
Easter 3 10:00 Parish Communion with Andy Ferguson Ann-Marie McE
Hymns: AMNS 431, 73, 81, 172 Int: Chris W
Anthem: If Ye Love Me - Tallis (NCA) Svr: Andy H

Reading: 1 John 3.1-7 MJ S
Reading: Luke 24.36b-48 Bertie G-S
21t Apr 08:45  Morning Prayer (BCP, hymns) Shottesbrooke
Easter 4 with Phil Watts - ‘Pharisee and the Publican'
Reading: 1 Cor 15 1-11 Ann S
Reading: Luke 18 9-14 Richard S
09:15 St Lawrence Cafe (Neville Hall) - all welcome!

10:30 Parish Communion (Shorter) John & Ann S
with Phil Watts - 'Pharisee and the Publican'
Hymns: AMNS 83, 124, 85 Int: Roger H

Anthem: A New Commandment - Nardone (SAB) Svr: Bertie G-S
Reading: Luke 18 9-14 Prue W
18:00  Evening Worship online with Fiona Penn

Reading: John 6.30-40 David C-B Int: Chris W
28t Apr 08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) with Dave Atallah Rob L
Easter 5 10:00  Parish Communion Bertie G-S
Hymns: AMNS 279, 230, 349, 203 Int: Fiona P
Anthem: Ave Verum Corpus - Mozart (NCA) Svr: Linda S

Reading: Acts 8.26-40 Rupert McG
Reading: John 15.1-8 Rosemary McG
5th May 08:45  Holy Communion (BCP) at Shottesbrooke
Easter 6 10:00  All Age Service at WSL
18:00  Choral Evensong at WSL

Communion music this month — Warren Mass
General, Services and Junior Choir enquiries — Fiona Penn — pollypenn@yahoo.co.uk
Music and Church Choir enquiries — Simon Shaw — simon.shaw@wslchurch.uk / 07717 472974
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Parish Register

[No entries for this month]

Village Diary - April 2024

Date Time What? Where?
3 7:30pm Bell ringing practice (and WSL /
10t,17t,24") Shottesbrooke

4t 10:00am 3G (and 18™, 25%) Neville Hall
4t 7:30pm Choir Practice (and 11%, 18" 25%)  WSL Church
gth 7:00pm Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall
10t 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall
12™  7:00pm Indian Supper Night Neville Hall
18" 6:15pm Junior Choir (and 25%) Neville Hall
21t 9:15am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
239 6:30pm Annual Parish Meeting Neville Hall

Future Dates of Interest

18" May 2024 WSL Choral Festival
15" June 2024 WSL & SR Festival '24
21 July 2024 The Waltham Cup Cricket Match

8t September 2024 WSL Village Show
26/27" October 2024  WSL Choir St Albans Visit

Parish Council Meeting Dates

6™ April (Site Visits) Meetings are normally held in The Neville

9t April Hall starting at 7.00pm.

23 April (APM) Full minutes, including planning, highways and

14 May (APCM) other detailed matters are available to view on
N the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

4% June versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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: St Lawrence Café’ from

9.15 t0 10.45 in the Neville Hall, on

Sunday 21st
April.

Come and chat
with friends, read the papers
and have

BREAKFAST !

d Bacon, sausages, rolls,
croissants, fruit, pastries,
cheese, cereals, toast, yogurt,tea,
coffee and juices etc. Dogs welcome
too!

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by members of the
village and held on the third Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to
our sponsors - Christopher, Pete & Francesca, Charles, Linda, and to
all the Café team helpers. And, of course, to YOU for supporting it.
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A Change of Plan at the Wednesday Club

On the 6" March 2024 we were
sorry that the speaker from Age
Concern in Twyford had to pull
out on the morning of our
Wednesday Club meeting. She
hopes to come at a later date.

In this situation our first fall-back position is a Bingo session, but there
was no time to organise this. We resorted to fall-back position B, the
ever-popular quiz session! 4 tables of 28 members faced questions set

by two very reliable quizmasters: our thanks go to Rosemary Titford and
John Rogers, who provided a series of quizzes at very short notice.

Despite the competitive atmosphere, it was decided that there were no
outright winners and each table had been equally successfull We
promise to provide prizes next time!

An excellent tea was served and there
- was plenty of time to chat and catch up
with old and new friends.

X It was a very happy and sociable
afternoon and, to coin a phrase, a good

- / time was had by all!

Prue Williams

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 10th April (note this is the second
Wednesday in April) in the Neville Hall at 2.30pm. Several members of the
Waltham St. Lawrence Silver Band and their President Isabelle Crawley-
Boevey will tell us about the history of the Band and its activities. We hope
that they will bring their instruments to entertain us as well...




EVAl®S A

| am pleased to be able to update everyone on the AGM of the Village Show
which was held on Tuesday 5™ March 2024. A copy of the Chairperson's speech
from the AGM is reprinted below. Due to pressure of other commitments,
Louise Campbell (Chairperson) and Alexander Barfield (Secretary) have
stepped down from their roles, but we are pleased to say that they are both
remaining on the committee. The members of the committee would like to
thank them for their leadership, hard work and commitment to the shows
continued success. | have volunteered to take on the role as chairperson with
Sue Jackson as secretary. Rob Lyman will continue as our treasurer. We are
pleased to welcome two new committee members Alexandra McArdle and
Richard Phythian and look forward to working with them over the coming year.
| look forward to supporting the committee in their determination to make the
village show a great day for all.

Yvette Guthrie

Chair’s Address, AGM VS March 5, 2024

It was a wonderful moment when committee members sat down to write up
the entry cards just before the Village Show in September last year and we
realized we were going to have a bumper crop of entrants. In the end 110
people entered the show which was held on Sunday, September 10t in the
Neville Hall and we had over 600 entries. Some people entered more than 25
categories which shows a huge amount of time, commitment, and talent!

It had been a turbulent year weather wise so it was very gratifying to see that
so many people had made the time to grow flowers, vegetables, pickle, make
jam and home-made beverages.

The floral art this year was the best for a very long time, and it was terrific to
see a few younger people entering for the first time. The arrangements looked
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stunning in the hall and so many people commented on how beautiful and
varied they were.

It is always great fun to see the children’s entries as well and we hope they will
continue to enter in even greater numbers next show.

We will have a scarecrow competition again this year which hopefully will
attract a large number of entries to decorate the village with wit and artistic
verve; the theme will be All Things French to tie in with the Olympics in Paris
this summer.

| must make a special thank you to Yvette, who with her husband Martin,
entered all the scores into her laptop with a specially written programme to aid
counting points to find the winners accurately and quickly. Yvette also did a lot
of work to determine if our scoring system was fair after the matter was raised
by an entrant of many years and she can now say the scoring system is fine!
She also has spent many hours checking the website and also getting the new
schedule ready to be printed for 2024.

As always, none of this would happen without a huge amount of help and
support from a large number of people... On behalf of the committee, | would
like to thank everyone who helped us including our sponsor the David
Brownlow Charitable Foundation, the brilliant marquee team, the Neville Hall
team, the generous raffle prize donors, all those who entered and did so with
such a sense of competitive fun, the judges and everyone else who pitched up
to help set up and take down! It’s a great community event and it is always
lovely to see friends and neighbours enjoying the tea, atmosphere and chat.

| personally would like to thank the committee members who made staging the
show a lot of fun and whose hard work and commitment made it all possible
and such a success.

| will be stepping down as Chair but would love to stay on the committee if
you’ll have me and | am more than happy to do everything | can to help the
new Chair. | would like to thank everyone who has supported me in the role
over the years.

Louise Campbell
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