“O to be in England, now that April’s there...” Robert Browning knew what he was talking
about - although sadly his fascination with elm trees hasn’t aged well. But the sentiment still
rings true. April is the month we usually all start to develop a spring in our step, so to speak.
Your editor has been fortunate to visit many parts of the world at many times of the year but
surely nothing beats a fine Spring day in our own beloved country. The green shoots of the
season have already started to mature, and our village is merrily festooned with daffodils and
crocuses. Even the sun has managed to occasionally beat away the remnants of winter.

And of course, Easter approaches. It's impossible to ignore the incessant mountains of over
packaged chocolate eggs, bunnies and cards bursting out of the supermarket doors that give
the game away, and as the big day gets closer, family members are dusting off their Pan Am
smiles to present to the relatives at the festive victuals. In a rural community such as ours we
are fortunate to behold the Eastertide symbols of new life all around us - buds on the trees,
fledgling birds, and gambolling lambs in the local fields. But like many, | do wonder what our
Lord and Saviour (who, let’s be honest, probably didn’t particularly enjoy the start of his first
Easter weekend) is thinking, while he looks down on us commemorating the occasion of his
corporeal demise. There we are, gorging ourselves to death on chocolate and handing out
pictures of fluffy chicks and bunnies to each other. | dare say he shares a knowing glance
and a shrug with the unquiet spirit of Guy Fawkes.

So - what has been happening locally since we last spoke? The spectacle that is the
Wokingham Half Marathon thundered through the lanes around Shurlock Row — a great photo
from our resident lens wizard Stuart Scott is at that back of this edition. Unfortunately, the
aforementioned beating sun didn’t manage to appear on cue and save the School Family
Colour Run which has been postponed until May as a result. Otherwise, most plans appear
to have gone smoothly. Much to look forward to in April too, many events (mostly involving
eggs) and the Church is providing plenty of opportunities to celebrate the Easter message if
you are minded. Preparations for the King's Coronation are moving apace too, and the call
is out once again for new bell ringers for that occasion and beyond, so get pulling on those
ropes! The Parish and Church Councils are both having their annual meetings, so please do
pop along, grab some nibbles and put in a good word for your local magazine editor. Details
of all the above and more herein as ever.

And now, all that remains is for me to wish you all a blissful Easter. | hope you enjoy the
occasion, and despite (or maybe because of) my slightly irreverent references above perhaps
give a thought to what it’'s really all about. See you on the other side!
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Letter from The Parsonage

My dear Friends

Word is getting around fast, so | thought now was the
time to make this announcement before it ceases to have
any news value: | am shortly to resign as your Vicar. My
last active Sunday is planned to be 9 July.

Harsha and | arrived here in July 2016. Pam
Wolstenholme of blessed memory offered us hospitality
on our moving-in day and paid me the enormous
compliment of saying how nice it was to have a young Vicar! Pam was
however somewhat stretching the conventional understanding of ‘young’,
as | was already 65, a clergy pensioner, and about to embark on a part-time
‘House for Duty’ role. Here we are 7 years later, so ‘do the math’...

In 2021 the PCCs were kind enough to support my application to the
Bishop for an extension beyond the normal limit of 70 — thank you! — but
now seems the right time to finally withdraw from parish responsibilities.
Harsha is also retiring after 26 years in her current school, and we hope to
be active enough to pursue our various hobbies and interests together and
have more time to be involved in the lives of our children and
grandchildren.

People will naturally wonder where we’re moving to. Like Abraham of old,
we don’t yet know our destination, but as he did with Abraham the LORD
will no doubt show us in his good time.

| expect to continue, like most retired clergy, in Christian ministry in one
or more parishes, where | shall endeavour to be helpful without being
interfering. | myself have benefited hugely from the retirement ministry
offered by others, not least during the time we have been here and most
especially since Shottesbrooke became part of the Benefice in 2020.

This is not the time or place for lengthy reflections, beyond saying that
we've felt very happy, welcomed and appreciated here, and will miss you a
lot.

Discussions are already taking place about the future ministry in the
Benefice, and you have a team of four Churchwardens who are thoroughly
on the ball with regard to the appointment process and are also well
advanced with putting cover in place until the next person arrives. | am sure
you will give them all possible support at this time of increased workload.
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O POWER. We all want it in some way or another. In spite of the green
movement and speed limits, cars are still sold on acceleration and top
speed; people want a computer that can handle the Encyclopaedia
Britannica, even though their longest document is a 2-page letter.

Even more, we seek power over each other. Politics is not very well paid
and is extremely hard work, but the ability to organise other people’s lives
is a big attraction. Surely every Chancellor (and I'm writing this two days
before Budget Day) gets a bit of a buzz from knowing what’s in that battered
briefcase when the rest of us don’t!

Others seek power in their job, at home, in the family, and yes, in the local
and national church.

Somebody’s got to run things, but human nature being what it is, sadly most
of our quests for power will be tainted by selfishness.

However, there is a supernatural power which is glorious and in which we
can rejoice. It is a power that never was and never is abused. It is the
power of God himself, which he exercises to bring honour to himself and
blessing to us. It’s the power by which he created the marvellous world in
which we live. It’s the power which was revealed in the miracles of Jesus,
when he healed people of illness and disease, and transformed lives by
showing that God was always ready to forgive and grant us a new start. It’s
the power by which he stilled a raging storm and fed a crowd of hungry
people.

Most important of all, it was the power of God that raised Jesus from the
dead that first Easter Day.

His enemies were desperate to get rid of him, yet in spite of their worst
efforts, God’s power triumphed. The sealed tomb was empty, the shrouds
of death abandoned. Within hours the resurrected, living Jesus had met
many of his followers, and told them to spread the news far and wide.

That's what we who are Christians are trying to do today. As a church we
proclaim by our worship each Sunday, and especially of course at Easter,
that Jesus is alive and offers us his power for living in the present, as well
as the promise that after death we too shall be raised by that same power.

Isn’t that a power really worth having?

Your sincere friend and Vicar

Charles Mason



SERVICE CALENDAR APRIL 2023
WALTHAM ST LAWRENQE AND SHOTTESBROOKE

Date  Time Service
2nd April 08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP)
Palm  08:45 Holy Communion at Shottesbrooke — ‘Hopeful people’
Sunday 10:00 All-age Service — ‘Here comes your King!’
Songs: HON 11, 215, 153, 435
Reading: Luke 19.28-40 - read by all
18:00 Choral Evensong - ‘Miracles — a thing of the past?’
Introit: Hosanna to the son of David - Hutchings
Hymns: AMNS 60,193(t273),16,6 Ps: 118.1,2,19-29
Canticles: Humfrey in Em Resp: Sanders
Anthem: Solus ad victimam — Leighton (NCA416)
Reading: Deuteronomy 34.4-12 Tony Boyd
Reading: 1 Corinthians 12.12-20, 27-31a Pat Woodford

Sidesmen etc.
Sue Burridge

Camilla Beech

Pat Woodford
Int: Rob Lyman

6t April 20:00 Holy Communion with washing of feet
Maundy Hymns: 434, 117(ii), 252(pt1,ii)
Thursday Anthem: Tantum Ergo — Duruflé
Reading: 1 Corinthians 11.23-26 Harsha Mason
Reading: John 13.1-15 Simon Shaw

Sidesman TBA
Svr: Bertie G-Smith

7t April 14:00 Reflection on the Passion hymns, readings, prayers Sidesman TBA
Good Friday Choir: ‘The Lamentation’ — Bairstow

9th April 08:45 Holy Communion at Shottesbrooke — ‘Christ is risen’

Easter  10:00 Easter Family Communion - ‘Alive for evermore!’ John & Ann Skidmore
Day Introit; Christ is risen! — Trad arr Shaw Svr: David Crawley-B

Hymns: AMNS 75, 77, 81(om*), 428
Anthem: Come ye faithful — Thatcher (OEA58)
Reading: Matthew 28.1-10 Christopher King

Int: Charles Mason

16t April08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP)

Angela Sage

Easter 2 08:45 Morning Prayer at Shottesbrooke — ‘The parable of the sower’

09:15 St Lawrence Café (Neville Hall) All Welcome!
10:30 Morning Worship - ‘God’s last word’

Hymns: HON 514, 13, 335 (no choir)

Reading: Hebrews 1.1-14 MJ Streather
18:00 Evening Worship online — ‘Risen from the dead’

MJ Streather
Int: Anna Ablewhite

2314 April08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP) David Crawley-Boevey

Easter 3 10:00 Parish Communion - ‘Jesus our brother’
Hymns: AMNS 80, sheet, 259(om3), 148
Anthem: Vox Ultima Crucis — Harris (OEA167)
Reading: Hebrews 2.5-18 Rosemary McGuigan
Reading: John 17.6-19 Rupert McGuigan

Bertie Gilbart-Smith
Svr: Linda Sykes
Int: Simon Shaw

30th April08:45 Holy Communion (said, BCP)
Easter 4 10:00 Sung Matins — ‘Don’t fade away’
Hymns: AMNS 4, 445(w2,3,4,7), 472(Coe Fen)
Setting : Venite(22), Ps 23, Te Deum(Oakley)
As Anthem: Jubilate in B flat — Stanford
Reading: Deuteronomy 9.13-26 Prue Williams
Reading: Hebrews 3.7-19; 4.11-13 David Crawley-Boevey

Rob Lyman
MJ Streather
Int: Linda Sykes
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Parish Register

Memorial Service: 7" March Margo Humphreys
Date Time What? Where?
gt 2:30pm Wednesday Club Neville Hall
(speaker from Thames Hospice)
6t 10:00-11:30am 3G (also 20, 27) Neville Hall
FiL 11:00am Easter Trail opens WSL Church
(runs for Easter holidays)
gm (after 10:00 svc.) Easter egg hunt WSL churchyard
12t 7:30pm Bell ringing practice WSL/
(also 19", 26™) Shottesbrooke
16" 9:15-10:45am St Lawrence Café Neville Hall
20" 6:15pm Junior Choir (also 27t) Neville Hall
239 11:45am Church Annual Meetings WSL Church
25" 6:30pm Annual Parish Council Meeting Neville Hall

Future Dates of Interest

4™ May 2023 Parish Council Elections

6" May 2023 Flower Festival/Big Screen Coronation watch

7™ May 2023 Coronation celebrations

13" May 2023 WSL Choral Festival

20" May 2023 WSL School Family Colour Run

25% May 2023 WSL vs SR Golf Match

17" June 2023 Village Fete and Music Festival
1t April (site visits) Meetings are normally held in The Neville Hall
4™ April starting at 7.00pm.
25" April (APM) Full minutes, including planning, highways and
16 May (APC) other detailed matters are available to view on

the parish website www.wsl.link and abridged

h
6% June versions will be published in the Lych Gate.
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St Lawrence

Café, from

9.15 t0 10.45in
the Neville Hall,

Sunday 16th April,

Come and chat with friends,
read the papers and have

' BREAKFAST!

Bacon, sausages, rolls,
“ croissants, fruit, pastries,
cheese, cereals, toast,

vogurt,tea, coffee and
juices etc. Dogs welcome too!

The St Lawrence Café is a social event organised by members of the

village and held on the third Sunday of each month. Many thanks go to

our sponsors - Christopher, Pete & Francesca, Charles, Linda, and to
all the Café team helpers. And, of course, to YOU for supporting it.
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Remembering Nick Kendal

It is with great sadness that we learned in February of
the passing of Nick Kendal. He was a vibrant, life-loving
man, devoted to his wife Vicki, and their family. As a key
member of Waltham St Lawrence society, he was
involved in all village events such as the annual fete,
where he was usually to be seen organising us from the
mic. He joined in with the village golf and tennis
tournaments and Waltham Singers and had a good
circle of friends, enjoying village social life to the full.
Nick became the editor of The Lych Gate in 2003 where
he did a sterling job for almost two decades keeping
parishioners informed and remained involved with the
village even when he became less fit in his later years.

He met Vicki very early on in life and they built a lovely family and life
together. They were great travellers and spent a lot of time in Spain
as well as going on many exotic holidays. Their children, Natalie,
Gavin, Oliver and Josh were an inspiration to Nick, and their success
in life is an everlasting tribute to him and Vicki.

Before retirement he had a fascinating career, building a highly
successful business at Ekco Packaging in Chesham, eventually
taking the business international with the purchase of a French
company. Its success was not without incredible hard work. | have
an abiding vision of him sitting at his desk long after the staff had
gone home working out the next moves for the business.

Nick will be greatly missed.

Frank Kaye — long-time friend and colleague.

Editor’s Note: Just to add my own thoughts. Nick was one of the first villagers | met
when | moved to WSL. His satellite and microwave based system was the only way to
get an internet connection at the time and he came round to set it up for us. | was
struck by what an intelligent and affable personality he was, and we immediately
clicked. My main subsequent memory of him is compering the Fete, but in later years
he would frequently be found in Halls Lane outside his house ready to engage in
conversation with any passer by whom he deemed worthy of such an exchange. | was
honoured to live up to his conversational standards, and indeed later to be entrusted
with his editing duties. Thanks again for everything you have done for our community
Nick, you will be long remembered as an outstanding contributor to this parish.
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Have Your Say at The Wednesday Club
reE THAMES VALLEY Thanks go to the committee of

The Wednesday Club for
P o LI C E allowing Thames Valley Police
to utilise the slot for the first
of hopefully many meetings between our Police Community Support

Officers and the Parish Community on 1%t March. 39 people attended
which was very encouraging.

PCSOQ’s Lorraine Holmes and Emily Baker kicked off the

initiative with a talk covering all aspects of home Have
security. They demonstrated a number of safety
devices that can be purchased, most of which are
battery operated.

Perhaps the three of most interest were the personal alarm, the ring
doorbell and the plug-in light timers or TV impersonators. Maximum
impact for little outlay. Lorraine highlighted the importance of discussing
with close neighbours where CCTV was involved.

Everyone was encouraged to report any incident they felt uncomfortable
about to 101 or online to maidenheadnhpt@thamesvalley.police.uk

This includes incidences of Nottingham Knockers who should be politely
told no and the door closed.

All were reminded of the importance of not advertising when houses
were empty (particularly on Social Media) don’t post your photos while
you are away. It is very easy to trace your empty address from the
Electoral Register readily available to all in local libraries!

If in doubt ring 101 (yourself) or if the incident is ongoing ring 999

MJ Streather

The Wednesday Club will be back to normal operations on the 5% April, with a talk from
Mr Richard Goss, a volunteer and ambassador for the Thames Hospice entitled “The
Thames Hospice is far more than a place to spend your final days”
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Choral Festival Concert
Saturday May 13th at 6pm

Waltham St Lawrence Parish Church

a rich variety of music from five centuries,
selected and performed by several choirs,
who together sing extracts from...

Parry - ‘I Was Glad’
dlrected by Simon @ﬁﬂw
1 Peter Spenc

Admission free - with retiring collection for Tear Fund
more info from concerts@wsl.link

('H()}\ AL FESTIVAL






